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Palmer Amaranth
On July 21 this year ISU Extension Weed Scientist, Bob Hartzler,
and Field Agronomist, Meaghan Anderson, reported that Palmer
amaranth was known to be in 5 counties (first identified in 2013 and
holding steady). As of Friday, September 2, Bob has reported that
Palmer amaranth has now been found in 20 counties. The reason
the number of counties has jumped so dramatically this year is two-
fold; 1) people are actually going out and looking for it; and 2) the
most recent findings are correlated to conservation plantings
established this year. 

At this point, it seems highly possible to eradicate this weed before
it becomes a problem in our crop fields. However, to do so is going
to take your vigilance in scouting for this weed.  If you have a newly
seeded conservation planting, please take the time to look for this
weed.  If you import hay or feed stocks from the south, please take
time to look for this weed. Once you find it, take every means
necessary to eradicate it before it spreads. Here is a link to a video
Identifying Palmer Amaranth and also a link to a bulletin on Palmer
Amaranth Identification.  

In my non-scientific poll conducted during my time in the ISU tent at
Farm Progress, nearly 75% of the people who stopped to look at
the samples could not correctly identify the Palmer so please use
the resources above to help in identification. Also during my time at
Farm Progress, I heard a few misconceptions about this weed.  The
first being that all plants are short and bushy. This is not true and
plant shape has to do a lot with how much competition it has during
growth. See this blog from Hartzler and Anderson, Palmer

Soil, Water and Wind

The Cost, or is it
Value,
of Conservation?

Nothing comes
without a cost. We
have heard it many
times. In Extension
we often build our
recommendation on a
cost/benefit factor. For
example, if the cost of
the fungicide and the
cost of application is
not offset in an
increase in bushels
per acre, enough
bushels to pay for the
cost of the treatment
and application, was
the use of the
fungicide cost-worthy?
Beneficial? Did we
see a payback on our
investment?  

How do we look at
cost, or I prefer to
think of it as value, of

http://us8.campaign-archive1.com/?u=c7ced97807fd99744ae5e9fd1&id=dda369bb89&e=%5BUNIQID%5D
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/
https://vimeo.com/178360206
http://crops.extension.iastate.edu/files/icm/CROP3105_PalmerAmaranthIDinCRP1PagePub.pdf
http://crops.extension.iastate.edu/blog/bob-hartzler-meaghan-anderson/palmer-amaranth-highly-variable-weed


amaranth- A highly variable weed.  The second misconception I
heard is there are no herbicides to control this weed.  Herbicides
that work well on waterhemp should be effective on Palmer
amaranth. 

Note: Since this map was published on September 2, you can now
add Boone to this list.  

 
Bacterial Leaf Streak of Corn 
This new disease was recently confirmed in Iowa.  Please see this
article written by Alison Robertson, Bacterial Leaf Streak Confirmed
in Iowa.  I took this photo on August 16 in Hancock County, the
sample was located by Alison Robertson. 

conservation
practices? Do we see
a direct impact on our
bottom line when we
plant a cover crop?
 Well, if we can show
we reduced soil
erosion and
consequently loss of
valuable organic
matter and the
nutrients in that
organic matter and/or
a reduction in loss of
nutrients we apply to
the soil then yes we
can easily define
value.  

This is where we need
your help. ISU
researcher, Dr. John
Tyndall, is seeking
feedback from Iowa
farmers willing to test
an early version of a
online tool to better
understand the costs
of implementing
nutrient management
and soil conservation
practices. By defining
costs, maybe we can
define value.  

You can reach Dr.
Tyndall at
jtyndall@iastate.edu
or 515-294-4912.
More information can
be found at Wanted:
Farmers to Test
Online Iowa State
University
Conservation Cost
Tool. 

http://crops.extension.iastate.edu/blog/bob-hartzler-meaghan-anderson/palmer-amaranth-highly-variable-weed
http://crops.extension.iastate.edu/cropnews/BLS
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/article/wanted-farmers-test-online-iowa-state-university-conservation-cost-tool


Events

September 8. The Northern Iowa Research Farm Field Day
will be held at the south farm, located at 1040 James Ave.,
Kanawha. See link for speaker details. The field day will start
with refreshments at 9 and conclude with lunch around noon.
Upon completion of lunch, field day participants are highly
encouraged to join Boone River Water Quality Initiative
watershed staff for a tour of the Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program (CREP) wetland being installed north
of Clarion.  CCA credits will be available. If you have
questions about this event please contact Angie Rieck-Hinz at
515-231-2830; Paul Kassel at 712-262-2264 or Matt

Angie Rieck-Hinz
Extension Field Agronomist

Office: 515-532-3453
Cell: 515-231-2830

Email: amrieck@iastate.edu
Twitter: @nciacrops

Serving
Calhoun, Cerro Gordo,

Franklin, Hamilton, Hardin,
Humboldt, Webster,

Worth and Wright Counties.

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/article/northern-iowa-research-farm-fall-field-day-sept-8
mailto:amrieck@iastate.edu?subject=Newsletter%20message
https://twitter.com/nciacrops


Schnabel at 641-762-3247. In the event of rain the field day
will be moved to the fire station in Kanawha.  We hope to see
you there. 

Copyright © 2014 Iowa State University

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach programs are available to all without regard to race, color, age, religion, national origin,
sexual orientation, gender identity, genetic information, sex, marital status, disability, or status as a U.S. veteran. Inquiries can be
directed to the Director of Equal Opportunity and Compliance, 3280 Beardshear Hall, (515) 294-7612.

Cooperative Extension Service, Iowa State University of Science and Technology, and the United States Department of Agriculture
cooperating.

unsubscribe from this list    update subscription preferences 

subscribe to this newsletter

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/
http://twitter.us8.list-manage1.com/unsubscribe?u=c7ced97807fd99744ae5e9fd1&id=53d3510f6e&e=%5BUNIQID%5D&c=dda369bb89
http://twitter.us8.list-manage.com/profile?u=c7ced97807fd99744ae5e9fd1&id=53d3510f6e&e=%5BUNIQID%5D
http://eepurl.com/WqeLj
http://www.mailchimp.com/monkey-rewards/?utm_source=freemium_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=monkey_rewards&aid=c7ced97807fd99744ae5e9fd1&afl=1

