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SAVE THE 

DATE 

2024 
Wapello  

County Expo  

Dates: 
 

July 13-20 

Wapello County would like to introduce you to  
Ginny Kjer—SE Region Program Assistant.   

 

Ginny has been with the Wapello County office Since May 2023.  
For those of you that don’t know...Ginny provides targeted  

educational outreach to new, diverse K-12 youth audiences in the 
SE field area.  She supports the recruitment and retention of new  
4-H youth and families who have not previously engaged with 4-H 

educational programs in addition to working collaboratively with 4-H 
volunteers, county, field, and campus-based specialists to support 
the engagement of these new and diverse youth audiences to 4-H. 

Ginny will provide assistance to 22 counties.  
The region covered consists of Jasper, Poweshiek, Iowa, Johnson, 
Muscatine, Scott, Marion, Mahaska, Keokuk, Washington, Louisa, 
Des Moines, Lee, Henry, Jefferson, Van Buren, Davis, Wapello, 

Monroe, Appanoose, Wayne, and Lucas counties. 

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/diversity/ext


 

 
 

 

 County Council  
Meeting 

4-H Foundation 
Meeting 

Expo Board 
Meeting 

Extension Council  
Meeting 

Monday 
June 10th 
9:00 am 

VOLUNTEER 

Thursday,  
June 20th 
7:00 PM 

Monday,  
June 24 
6:30 PM 

 

Wednesday,  
September 18th 

6:00 PM 

DOG PROJECT PRACTICE 
HORSE      DOG  

 
 

Schedule 

 2:30PM – Set Up—Please come help if you can! 
 3:00PM—Clover Kids & First Year Trainers 
 3:40PM – 2nd Year Trainers 
 4:20PM – 3rd Year and Above Trainers 

 

Practice Dates:  
We will also have open agility practices (come & go  
as you please) for all experience level groups from  

5-7PM on the following dates: 
 June 10, 11, 12, and 13 
 July 8, 9, and 10     

Royalty Applications  
Wapello County Royalty applications are open! 

Applications can be found on our website and must be turned in electronically to  
Cindy Emery at cemery@iastate.edu by 4:30 pm June 7th. 

If you have any questions, please contact one of our committee members:  
Nikki Witt, Natalie Kopsieker, or Kayla Emery 

PROJECT INFO 

REMINDER: 

The last horse clinic will be held at 
6:00 pm on Monday, June 17th. This 
clinic will be for barrels/poles at the  

4-H Expo Arena. 
 

Hooves & Hats achievement show 
   July 2nd at 6:00 pm 

 

We have received information from the Iowa Department of Land and Agriculture Stewardship.  They 
have granted a PT Testing waiver for the 2024 exhibition season! This means, birds and exhibitors are 
NOT required to show a negative PT test before exhibiting at the county and/or state fair.   

Poultry will be vet checked at check-in on Tuesday, July 16th.   



 

Jacy McAlexander was a State 4-H Council member with a big heart who was passionate 
about helping others. He lost his battle with cancer, but you can help others during their 
fight. Pull your tabs and help the 2022-23 State 4-H Council collect as many tabs as they 
can. The tabs will help the Ronald McDonald House serve families in need. If you have pop tabs, please 
bring Them to the Wapello County Extension Office  - Let’s help make a difference! 

Pop Tabs for Jacy  

4-H’ers for 4-H Campaign Now Open  
The State 4-H Council has officially kicked off the 2024 4-H’ers for 4-H Campaign, “Count Your Clovers.” This year's goal is 
$25,000! 4-H clubs across the state are encouraged to donate $4.00 per 4-H member. Your Campaign Contribution Supports: 
• State 4-H Youth Conference • Financial Aid for 4-H Program Fees and Event Registrations • Support for State Youth Council 
Funds raised benefit ALL 4-H youth across Iowa. Any youth can apply to receive the dollars raised for financial aid for 4-H   
program fees and event registrations. For more information go to https://go.iastate.edu/ PZFVQK . Forms are due by June 15. 

Wyatt Barwick Daisy Lopez Heather Burgess 

Faces you’ll see around the office this summer! 
We have welcomed AmeriCorps members: Wyatt Barwick in 
the Maker Lab and Daisy Lopez to support Ginny with pro-
grams and outreach.  They will be helping us out through 
August.  Heather Burgess will be our summer intern again 
this year helping with daycamps, expo, and so much more! 

https://go.iastate.edu/%20PZFVQK


 

Being able to identify the design elements and art principles is important to know when filling out the Exhibit Explanation 

Sheet for county fair in the areas of Visual Art, Sewing and Clothing and Home Improvement. This publication can be found at 

https:// store.extension.iastate.edu/product/464 

2024 Communications Event—REGISTRATION IS OPEN 

The 2024 Wapello County Expo Communications event will be held on Saturday, June 29, 
2024.  This is a change from previous years.  We have begun scheduling times.  If you would 
like to participate in communications event this year, please call the extension office at  
641-682-5491 and Cindy or Jess can help you sign up for a time.   
Educational Presentations ~ Share the Fun ~ Working Exhibits ~ Extemporaneous Speaking 
Judging will start at 8:00 am—in 10 minute increments.  All awards will be given out at an 
awards event  on Wednesday, July 17th at 3:00 pm during the week of Expo.   

Exploring Design Elements and Art Principles  

Families may obtain a copy of the 2024 Wapello County 4-H & FFA  Rule book by visiting https://
www.extension.iastate.edu/wapello/county-expo . Contact the Extension Office if you would like a printed 
copy.   Rule books must be picked up as they will not be mailed.  

Wapello County Expo Rule Book 

Use of 4-H Name/Emblem  
 

As you move into the busy summer season, remember that it is important to properly use the 4-H name and 
emblem in and on all materials. Official standards are found in “Using the 4-H Name & Emblem”at https:// 

nifa.usda.gov/4-h-name-and-emblem All club t-shirts must be pre-approved by Cindy at the Wapello County 
Extension Office prior to printing. Shirts in question will be submitted to the State Office for approval.  

The Wapello County Maker Lab is OPEN!  If you are  

interested in doing a project for Expo using one of our 

3D printers, Glowforge, etc… Please reach out to Wyatt 

Barwick or Cindy Emery at the Extension office.  Maker 

Lab will be open daily during Expo week 

Little Hands on the Farm Iowa State Fair is looking for volunteers for Little Hands on the Farm for the 2024 Iowa State 

Fair, August 8-18. Each day of the Fair is broken out into three 4-hour shifts from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.; Noon to 4 p.m., and 
3:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. We do take any size volunteer group. Volunteers receive admission, parking, and NEW 20th Anniversary Little 
Hands on the Farm volunteer t-shirt! To see what dates and shifts are available, please visit  
https://iowastatefair.volunteerlocal.com/volunteer/?id=34075  

Are you planning to use an Iowa State trademark in your 4-H project for the county or state fair? Here's how you get permission 
to show your project! Iowa State's trademarks are very popular, and students will often want to use them in 4-H projects for 
their county fair. In order for the fair to show and judge your work, they require a letter of permission from ISU. Fill out the form 
located at https://trademark.iastate.edu/4-h -request. Allow 3-5 business days for a response, in which an electronic version of 
the letter will be sent to your email. If you’d rather have a paper copy you may request. It is important that this letter of permis-
sion be shared with the judge and be placed with your exhibit to be displayed.  

Use of Iowa State Trademark  

https://store.extension.iastate.edu/product/Design-Exploring-the-Elements-and-Principles
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/wapello/county-expo
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/wapello/county-expo
https://www.nifa.usda.gov/grants/programs/4-h-positive-youth-development/4-h-program-quality-accountability/4-h-name-emblem
https://www.nifa.usda.gov/grants/programs/4-h-positive-youth-development/4-h-program-quality-accountability/4-h-name-emblem
https://iowastatefair.volunteerlocal.com/volunteer/?id=34075


 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

JUNE 

Erin Eister—6/1 
Kynsington Knaak—6/1 
Holden Downing—6/1 
Nora Davis—6/1 
Eli Dick—6/3 
Olen Dick—6/3 
Hayden Lindberg—6/4 
Ellen Eakins—6/4 
Jaxon McDaniel—6/5 
Sophia Moreno—6/6 
Rebecca Burleson—6/7 
Jeremiah Fry—6/7 
Kenneth Lee—6/7 
Crystal Leyva—6/10 
Caroline Lantz—6/11 
Celine Alameddine—6/13 
Camden Kuehn—6/13 

Darcy Hanna-McDaniel—6/13 
Kevin McDaniel—6/17 
Ginny Kjer—6/19 
Paulina Ocegueda—6/20 
Jessica Heisdorffer—6/26 

LEADERS/VOLUNTEERS: 

4-H Members: 

Happy Birthday to the following 4-H members  
And volunteers for the month of JUNE!  

Catherine Gregory—6/13 
Carly Nicholson—6/14 
Corbin Burgess—6/15 
Elijah De Paz—6/15 
Audrey Crawford—6/15 
Brigham Reed—6/15 
Jordan Crawford—6/15 
Koy Appel—6/20 
Sadie Floden—6/21 
Lucy Van Hemert—6/22 
Lylah Crist—6/24 
Caleb Johnson—6/25 
Aulton Stewart—6/25 
Claire Ortell—6/26 
Hattie Lewis—6/26 
Dempsey Marts—6/27 
Jensen Malloy—6/27 
Jovie Marts—6/27 
 
 

Foods for Iowa 4-H Fairs –  
Quick Reference Guide (2024) is now available in the Extension Store, https://store.extension.iastate.edu/product/6434 
A copy of the new reference guide has been placed in each club’s mailbox located in Michele’s office and was sent to 
those enrolled in the Food and Nutrition project area. If you are planning to prepare a food and nutrition exhibit for the 
Fayette County Fair and did not receive the email, please let Michele know as it’s best to know of the changes ahead of 
time.  

Braelyn Childs—6/27 
Isaac Ballard—6/27 
Elani Fullenkamp—6/28 
Lane Hinebaugh—6/28 
Linkin Mull—6/29 
Locklyn Williams—6/29 
Sailor Zimmeht—6/30 

YQCA Certification Due July 1st (4-H members, not Clover Kids) 
Youth who plan to show Beef, Dairy, Sheep, Goat, Swine, Rabbit, and Poultry MUST have a valid YQCA 
certification. Youth will now need to complete the online version.  
The online training is available at www.yqcaprogram.org.  
If you need instructions—please contact Cindy and she can forward them to you. 
Please print or email your certification and send a copy to Cindy by 4:30 pm July 1st. 

Fundraiser Reminders:  All clubs doing a fundraiser during expo must complete a fundraising form   

prior to expo week.  Please turn them in to Cindy at the Extension Office.  All funds from your fundraiser 

MUST be turned into Jessica in the office within 1 week of expo.  Thank you! 

2024 4-H Opportunities to Assist at the Iowa State Fair 

Step right up, folks; the time has come! The 2024 4-H Opportunities to Assist at the Iowa State Fair Form is now open! 
This form is for anyone interested in volunteering during the Iowa State Fair. There are numerous roles available re-
gardless of skill level, the only requirement being that you bring your hard work, enthusiasm, and a smile! This form will 
close on Sunday, July 7th, at 11:45 pm. For any further questions, please contact statefair4h@iastate.edu  

https://store.extension.iastate.edu/Product/6434
https://yqcaprogram.org/local/pdf/YQCA_HelpDoc_GettingYourWBTCertification.pdf
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=97770366&msgid=280636&act=4D54&c=1802552&pid=10689836&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fform.jotform.com%2F241405993163963&cf=34795&v=876d6dfdacd53f4287b87d8c6656bb090e45b332c733748d4895396c000e7035
mailto:statefair4h@iastate.edu


 

Fashion Revue: Fashion Revue is for clothing project area members who will model an outfit of one to 
three pieces that they have constructed, hand-knitted, machineknitted, or crocheted during the current  
4-H year.  
 

$20 Challenge: The $20 Challenge is for 4-H members to model an outfit purchased for $20 or less from 
resale venues such as garage sales, consignment, or thrift stores, etc., that represents an intended use for 
the selected outfit. The participant should have had individual or group experiences: choosing shopping 
alternatives; evaluating fit, quality, and construction features; and comparing prices. A receipt is required.  
 

Clothing Selection: Clothing Selection is for selected or purchased outfits that represent the 4-H member’s 
goal or intended use based on individual or group experiences: choosing shopping alternatives; evaluating 
fit, quality, and construction features; and comparing prices.  
 

Innovative Design: The innovative design class encourages creativity and out-of-the-box thinking when  
creating an outfit. These designs can be theatrical costumes, cosplay, wearable technology, sustainable/ 
upcycled fashion, and/or outfits that use unconventional materials. The garment(s) may be modeled by the 
exhibitor or the individual it was designed for.  

Wapello County Clothing event—Will be held during static project judging on Monday, Ju-
ly 15th.  Registration is now open—call Cindy at 641-682-5491 to register for a judging 
time .  Registration deadline is July 5th.  Fashion show will be held on Wednesday, July 

Awardrobe Event Participant Guidelines  

Competition Projects for Expo 

***  Bucket of Junk 
Your goal is to design an art piece using scraps of metal , your welding ability, and using  your creativity.  
These can be judged as a project.  You must contact Cindy to register for a buckets.  1 bucket per team or 
person.  These  designs will be auctioned off at the end of Expo. Please let Cindy know by May 15th if you 
wish to receive a bucket. 
 

***  Bucket of Flowers 
The goal is to create a container of flowers to be displayed during Expo to enhance the appearance of the 
building.  These can be judged as a project.  You must sign up to participate.  Each person may only enter  1 
container as a project, but may create as many as you’d like.  These will be auctioned off at the end of Expo.   
 

***  Recycled Wooden Chair 
The goal is to take an old wooden chair and create a recycled project or projects out of this 1 chair.  There 
are only a couple chairs available.  You must sign up to participate.  Each person is only allowed 1 chair.  
Chairs will be available to pick up May 15th.  This can be entered as a  project in the upcycle project category. 
 

***  Recycled STEM Challenge 
Your goal is to create a 3D life-sized plant (example:  Corn Stalk or sunflower)  out of recycled products.  
These can be judged as a project.  You must sign up to participate.  These designs can be auctioned off at the 
end of Expo or put on display at the Extension Office. 

Wapello County 4-H Expo Schedule 

2023 schedule is now available.   
Please check it out on our website  

 

https://www.extension.iastate.edu/wapello/county-expo


 

 SAVE LETTER 
The Wapello County “save” letter will be arriving in your mailbox soon!  Please watch for this 

letter and read through it thoroughly for lots of great information for our upcoming Expo week!   

SILENT BASKET AUCTION 

The Wapello County 4-H Foundation supports the lo-
cal  4-H programs by offering scholarships, grants, 
and providing some forms of financial assistance to  
4-Hers.  The 4-H Foundation is sponsoring its 21st 
Annual Silent Auction at the 4-H Expo.  Each club is 
asked to create a themed basket (or container, tub, 
bag, box, etc.) to donate.  Use your creativity to 
come up with an idea to raise some money for the  
4-H Foundation.  These baskets will be on display 
throughout the Expo for  public bidding. Get creative 

Please have your  
baskets ready to turn 
into the Ext. office on  
Monday, July 15th. 

Bucket Bottle Project Papers 
Anyone participating in the Bucket Bottle Beef, Bucket Bottle Goat, or Bucket Bottle Lamb project, 

will need to make sure you have a record keeping form.  These forms MUST be turned in when the 

calves, kids, or lambs are checked in at Expo on Tuesday, July 16th.   Please make sure you check 

the Expo Book rules for all necessary information you need prior to check-in. 

The bucket bottle interviews will be held on Tuesday, July 16th starting at 7:00 pm.  The interview 

will include management, care of the calf, and financial records. 

You may pick up a bucket bottle form at the office, or print one off the website at the link below un-

der “Animal Forms”.          https://www.extension.iastate.edu/wapello/county-expo 

T-shirt order coming soon! 

T-shirts will be themed: 
 

“Experience The Jungle of Opportunities”  
 

Watch your email and Facebook for our  
new expo store link to place your order! 

ONLY $10 



 



 

Hello Wapello County 4-H Members! 
 

Are you exhibiting a Horse, Dog, Pet, or Cat at the 2024 Wapello County Expo?  

This workshop may be for you! 
 

When the public comes out to walk through our barns and buildings, they don’t get to 

see these animals - as they are only here for show day and then go back home. Since 

those animals can't stay here, we still want to show them off. So we invite you to bring a 

few pictures of your animal(s) and create a poster board for us to display all week dur-

ing the Expo. This is for participants who are showing a dog, horse, pet, or cat.  
 

We will provide all the markers, crayons, glue, tape, and poster board. You need to  

provide the Pictures!  
 

We have 3 different dates and times to choose from; please go to the link to sign up.  
 

Please let Jessica Heisdorffer or Cindy Emery know if you have any questions.  
 

Registration Link: https://go.iastate.edu/ULMN6N 

CAT, DOG, HORSE, and PET Project Members 

Scholarship Winners! 
Wapello County 4-H Foundation presented 
4 scholarships to graduating seniors. 
Congratulations to:  
 
$1,000—Dorothy Sands Swanson  
  Memorial Scholarship— 
  Elli Bishop 
 
$500— Wapello 4-H Foundation  
  Scholarships 
  Dane Denner 
  Hannalee Songer 
  Heidi Wemmie 
 

The 2024 Iowa State Fair 4-H Livestock information and Premium Book are now 
posted online. www.extension.iastate.edu/4h/statefair/livestock  This will take 
viewers directly to the Iowa State Fair’s 4-H and FFA entry information.  

 

Iowa State Fair  
August 8—18, 2024 

https://go.iastate.edu/ULMN6N
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4h/statefair/livestock


 



 

THANK YOU to everyone who helped with the Gold Buckle Judging Contest on Tuesday, May 7!  Our contest 
hosted 300 4-H and FFA members from across the state of Iowa!  This event continues to grow each and  
every year!  It takes over 50 volunteers to put this contest on from providing livestock and horses, feeding 
everyone, being group leaders, scoring, set up and tear down, and many other jobs as needed to pull this 
event off.  A huge shout out to the Wapello County Expo Board that does so much behind the scenes to help 
with this event!  We had a great committee of 4-H and FFA kids, and FFA advisors, to help plan this event this 
year from Wapello County 4-H, Agri-Power FFA, Ottumwa FFA, and Davis County FFA – which all make up the 
Southern Iowa Elite Judging Team.   This team has been practicing since January and kids have attended the 
Iowa Beef Expo, State 4-H Livestock Judging, State 4-H Horse Judging, Mt. Ayr FFA Judging Contest, and 
North Mahaska FFA Judging Contest, and many will be attending the District Livestock Judging Contest Tues-
day, June 11 at Kirkwood Community College.  The hard work of these 4-H and FFA members has paid off 
with many banners, ribbons, and now buckles won this year!   

Congratulations to the following Southern Iowa Elite Kids that did well at the Gold Buckle Judging Contest!   

Winning Buckles –  Lydia Witt – Champion Junior Livestock Individual 

   Kason Appel and Abby Findley – Champion Junior Livestock Team 

   Laney Weimerskirch – Champion Senior Horse Individual  

 Winning Ribbons -   Lydia Witt, Collyns Wood, Carsten Burgess, and Quincy Appel –  
     4th place Junior Livestock Team 
 

   Kason Appel – 5th place Junior Livestock Individual 

   Abby Findley – 10th place Junior Livestock Individual 

   Hattie Weimerskirch, Piper Smith, Charlie Havlik, and Quincey Smith –  
     3rd place Junior Horse Team 
   Laney Weimeskirch, Cooper McCarty, Kayden Paris, and Miley VanMaanen –  
     2nd place Senior Horse Judging Team 
 

   Kadence Heald, Kaison Heemsbergen, and Dane Johnson –  
     8th place Senior Livestock Team 
 

   Kadence Heald – 4th place Senior Livestock Individual 

Also participating –  Junior Horse Judging – Sadie Morrissey and Truett VanMaanen 

   Senior Livestock Judging – Landon Witt and Corbin Burgess 

   Junior Livestock Judging - Caleb Junis, Cason McCarty, Jaycee Long, and Coy Appel  

To win any awards at this event is huge, and as you can see, our Southern Iowa Elite kids did GREAT!  This is 
out of 92 Junior Livestock individuals and 23 teams, 129 Senior Livestock individuals and 30 teams, 46 Senior 
Horse Individuals and 12 teams, and 30 Junior Horse Individuals and 6 teams.   

          Allison Angle 

Gold Buckle Judging Contest  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


