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March 26, 2020 
 
 
Greetings 4-Hers, Families, FFA Advisors, and Superintendents,  
 
Our primary focus is always a safe, quality, positive experience for our over 100 4-H and FFA livestock exhibitors. Based 
on the current situation with COVID-19, the Story County 4-H and FFA Swine weigh in has been cancelled. This 
decision, while difficult, has been made by directive from Iowa State University, Vice President of Extension and 
Outreach Dr. John Lawrence, and Iowa 4-H Program Director Dr. Debbie Nistler. Making this choice early will provide 
us the best opportunity to plan a smooth and successful transition for our volunteers and exhibitors.  
 
If you are planning to exhibit swine at the 2020 Story County Fair and 2020 Iowa State Fair, you will have the option of 
checking out USDA tags (required for all 4-H swine exhibits) and DNA collectors (required for Iowa State Fair swine 
exhibits). Because this is a much different process than has been used in previous years, we will need your assistance and 
patience to help this run smoothly. We will require three pieces of information from you to move forward. 
 
One: Are you planning on exhibiting swine? How many exhibitors in your family?  
Two: How many pigs will you need 4-H USDA tags for?  
Three: Are you exhibiting at the Iowa State Fair 4-H Swine show? If yes, how many pigs will you need a DNA collector 
for?  
 
Please respond to Jess Soderstrum, 4-H Youth Coordinator, with your answers to the above questions no later than 
April 1, 2020. She can be reached by e-mail at jlsoder@iastate.edu, or by phone (515-382-6551).  
 
Using this information, tags, paperwork, and taggers will be packaged and ready for pick-up at the Story County 
Extension office. If you are planning on exhibiting at the Iowa State Fair in 4-H Swine Shows, there will be a scheduled 
date for you to collect DNA. Since there are limited DNA collector tools, we will be strictly following this schedule. DNA 
collection is $10/head, which can be paid by check at the time of tag pick up.  
 
Animal Identification in 4hOnline will follow similar practices as years before. You must identify all livestock exhibits in 
4hOnline by June 1, 2020. In addition to entering animal identification information, you must also upload photos of the 
animal with the tag number clearly visible.  
 
Information on tag pick-up will be given after April 1st.  Please reach out if you have any questions. I also encourage you 
to visit the Iowa 4-H Livestock website and view the Frequently Asked Questions document. 
(https://www.extension.iastate.edu/4h/projects/livestock) 
 
Sincerely, 
 

   Eugenia Hartsook 

Jess Soderstrum   Eugenia Hartsook 
4-H Youth Coordinator  Executive Director 

Story County Extension 
220 H Ave; PO Box 118 
Nevada, IA 
Phone: 515-382-6551 
E-mail: jlsoder@iastate.edu 
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