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SCMGA_Newsletter@hotmail.com 
March 2022 Newsletter 

| March 21 Program: Graduation, Awards, Plant Sale discussion and 
socializing, 6 pm (both at Reiman and via Zoom) 

Your 2022 dues are due, $10 per member 
ISU Extension - SCMGA, P.O. Box 164, Ames, IA 50010 

 
The President’s Row 
As I sit here writing this, it is cold outside. I’m so ready for spring! It is time to start some of our 
garden seeds that require about 6-8 weeks. That will lift my spirits. 
 
This month is the Master Gardener class graduation and awards ceremony. We will be having a 
social gathering in the Speer Room at Reiman Gardens starting at 6:00 pm. As far as Covid is 
concerned, Story County is considered to be in the green zone. Some people need to wear masks 
to protect their health and their life. We don’t always know why a person is wearing a mask. 
Please be respectful of those who choose to wear a mask and need extra space around 
themselves. Although, I will setup the Zoom, I may be late in arriving. Sandwiches, desserts and 
drinks will be provided. Our main subject during the business meeting will be the Plant Sale. 
 
Here is the Zoom information:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83338654657  
Meeting ID: 833 3865 4657  
Phone: +1 312 626 6799  
Meeting ID: 833 3865 4657 
 
Spring is Coming! 
 
Darla  
2022 SCMGA President     
 
Speaker: Our speaker was Ruth Doxon, from the Polk County Master Gardener Association. 
The number of projects they are able to have is remarkable. And it’s all because they have so 
many great volunteers. But she did mention that while their demographics show their 
membership is getting younger, volunteerism is down. It’s always wonderful to hear what our 
neighbors are doing. (1 hour education credits) 
 
SCMGA General meeting February 21, 2022:  
President Darla Ewalt called the meeting to order at 8:07 pm. She also introduced new interns 
Mike and Rebecca Lauer 
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Madonna Feeney made the motion to approve the minutes from the last meeting. The motion 
passed 
 
Treasurer Donald Lewis showed a revised budget for this year and reported that while our 
projected ending balance at the end of this year is lower than last year it did not include the plant 
sale because we didn’t know if we would have one. Lisa Hein made a motion to accept the 
revised budget and it was seconded. The revised budget was approved. Donald also said that we 
received $150 in membership dues this month. We have 37 paid members so far this year 
 
Plant Sale 
The plant sale will be held Friday, Saturday and Sunday, May 6 through the 8th.We will not 
participate in the online sale this year. There will be no background checks. However, Taylor 
still needs an up-to-date membership list. We probably won’t have the popcorn this year. We still 
have to find out if we can have food for the volunteers. There was a question during the main 
plant sale committee meeting about the sign on the fence along University Ave. They wondered 
if part of the sign that said “this weekend” could be covered up on the days leading up to the sale 
 
The SCMGA still has no plant sale committee! We need more members to step up and 
volunteer or we might not have a sale 
 
Darla and Madonna both have program books so contact them to arrange to pick yours up 
 
Reiman Gardens still needs butterfly docents and a garden concierge 
 
The March meeting will include the MG Graduation and awards ceremony 
 
The city of Ames is asking for the order of annuals for the Downtown Gardens. We need 
volunteers to work in the gardens this spring and summer. Donald and Darla volunteered but if 
anyone else would like to volunteer they should contact Lisa Hein 
 
Remember, we need volunteers for the plant sale and the downtown gardens 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:23 pm 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Andrea Dorn  
2022 SCMGA Secretary 
   
Announcements  

• Remember to record your hours. 
• Here is the new email address for the new Volunteer Manager: rgvolunteer@iastate.edu 
• 2022 Program Books are available from Madonna Feeney and Darla Ewalt. Please 

contact one of them to get your book 
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Opportunities for Service and Education 

Service 
|  
| Volunteer to be on the plant sale committee and to work at the sale! 
| Volunteer to help with the Ames downtown gardens 
| Volunteer to give a presentation at the SCMGA meetings 
| Current Volunteer Opportunities at Reiman Gardens: 
• Butterfly Wing Docent: Butterfly Wing Docents monitor the Christina Reiman Butterfly 

Wing to ensure that all USDA regulations are being followed and that no butterflies or 
moths leave the Wing. Docents interact directly with the public answering questions 
about the butterflies and plants in the exhibit. Docents represent the Gardens and must be 
prepared to answer common questions about our facilities. All new Docents must attend a 
training session with the Butterfly Wing Curator. 

• Garden Concierge: Garden Concierges play a key role in providing a high quality and 
engaging experience for all garden visitors and guests. As Garden Concierge, volunteers 
will support visitors with a variety of activities including welcoming visitors and other 
guests to Reiman Gardens, pointing out areas of interest and highlights in the Gardens, 
and providing general support to visitors. 

• Integrated Pest Management/Scouting: To be able to use all the tools in our toolbox, 
we need to know our acceptable pest thresholds. To be able to evaluate those issues, we 
need to scout and monitor our spaces. The more information we have, the more tools we 
will have to address issues. We can also use the data we collect to predict trends that help 
us anticipate what problems we may have in the future. Volunteers assist and carry out 
this routine scouting in and around the Hughes Conservatory and greenhouses. Tasks 
include checking insect cards, identifying pest, and using a scouting computer program 

Education  

| Seeds for Thought Garden Symposium | Mahaska County (iastate.edu) Feel free to 
share!  Thank you for agreeing to be part of our day – we are looking forward to March 
26! Suzette Striegel | Mahaska County, Iowa State University Extension and 
Outreach, Horticulture and Education Program Coordinator, 212 North I Street 
Oskaloosa IA 52577,  striegel@iastate.edu , 641-673-5841, 
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/mahaska ,  

| The Siouxland Garden Show for 2021 is offered virtually and FREE. Visit 
www.siouxlandgardenshow.org/speakers to explore the recorded digital sessions. 

| Siouxland Garden Show, April 1-2, 2022, Marriott Conference Center, South Sioux City, 
NE, for more info  https://www.siouxlandgardenshow.org/  

SCMGA 2022 Program Calendar  

| March 21 – Graduation, Awards, and socializing 
| April 18 - Judy Nauseef  (on Zoom) - designing with native plants  
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| May 16 - TBD 
| June 20, Field Trip 6 pm - Iowa Arboretum 
| July 18, Field Trip 6 pm - Lee’s Greens - Nevada 
| August 15 - Christmas in August gathering - TBD 
| September through December – TBD  

Please contact your 2022 SCMGA Board of Directors, if you have questions or concerns: 
President  Darla Ewalt   515-232-4716 gsjoey69@hotmail.com   
Vice President Lisa Hein  515-249-3182 ldsage@msn.com 
Secretary  Andrea Dorn   515-382-5604  SCMGA_Newsletter@hotmail.com 
Treasurer       Donald Lewis            515-460-0542 drlewis@iastate.edu  
Directors-at-Large Lynette Spicer  515-233-2314 hollysprings50010@yahoo.com  
   Terry Lewis  515-290-0103 terryalewis49@gmail.com     
   Jackie Runyan  515-232-5599 jackierunyan.ames@gmail.com 
 

Invasive species Jumping Worms! 

https://hortnews.extension.iastate.edu/jumpi
ng-worms-
iowa#:~:text=The%20invasive%20species%
20of%20earthworm,widely%20spread%20t
han%20reports%20indicate. 
The invasive species of earthworm called 
the jumping worm reported from the eastern 
U.S. and neighboring states has been 
confirmed in Iowa.  So far, we have received 
reports from ten Iowa counties. We assume 
jumping worms are much more widely 
spread than reports indicate. 
Jumping worms are among the 
approximately 6,000 species of terrestrial 
earthworms in the world. Jumping worms 
(Amynthas spp.) are also known as crazy 
worms or snake worms, names that describe 
their wild movement. They violently writhe 
and squirm when disturbed and move more 
like a snake than an earthworm. Watch the 
activity in this YouTube video. 
Jumping worms originated from East Asia 
and are believed to have arrived in North 
America with potted plants, nursery stock or 
soil. They have been in the southeastern 
U.S. for many years, including in the Great 
Smoky Mountains. They were confirmed in 
the neighboring states of Wisconsin in 2013 
and Illinois in 2015. 
Damage 

Jumping worm is most identifiable by its 
vigorous wriggling and thrashing behavior 
when picked up or disturbed.  They are 3 to  
 
 
 
 
5 inches long (some up to 7 inches in length) 
and dark brown to gray in color rather than 
reddish-brown.  They are darker and 
smoother than our usual earthworms such as 
nightcrawlers (Lumbricus terrestris) and  
garden worms. Jumping worms have a 
milky-white and smooth narrow band 
(clitellum) that surrounds the entire 
circumference of the body. Other earthworm 
species have a raised clitellum. 
Jumping worms are surface-dwellers; they 
live in leaf litter and organic matter at the 
soil surface.  They do not burrow into the 
soil the way nightcrawlers and garden 
worms do.  Jumping worms consume 
surface organic matter, and once established, 
populations can build quickly. They can out-
compete and push out the other earthworms 
and degrade ecosystems, especially forests 
and woodlands by stripping the soil surface 
of protective organic matter.  Soils where 
jumping worms are present will be grainy 
and have the texture and appearance of 
coffee grounds.  For more on the harmful 
ecological effects of earthworms, see the 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
website. 
Life Cycle 
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It appears that jumping worms do not 
survive as worms through the winter in the 
Midwest. Instead, jumping worms reproduce 
in the fall by producing “cocoons” which 
survive the winter. The cocoons hatch in the 
spring to start the cycle over. Jumping 
worms reach maturity within 60 days of 
hatching. Jumping worms are 
parthenogenic; each worm can reproduce on 
its own without mating. They reproduce 
more quickly than our common earthworms 
and the population builds rapidly through 
two generations. Populations are largest in 
early fall and adult worms become apparent 
in late June and early July. 
 
Management 
There is no cure or eradication for 
earthworms (European or Asian). Therefore, 
the goal is to prevent their spread and  
monitor for their presence.  Jumping worms 
can be spread with compost, mulch, soil, and 
plants. To prevent their spread do not move 
compost, mulch and top soil from 
potentially infested points of origin. Do not 
move plants from the infested counties and 
carefully inspect nursery plants prior to 
planting. See the Wisconsin DNR website to 
learn more about preventing the spread of 
jumping worms. 
If you believe you might have jumping 
worms, please contact the Iowa State 
University Plant and Insect Diagnostic 
Clinic (PIDC). To confirm new county 
records, please send videos and images of 
possible infestations to insects@iastate.edu. 
 
 
 


