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July 2022 Newsletter 
July 18 Program: 

6 pm - Field Trip – Lee’s Greens, 

Nevada 

Remember to wear your name tag

Your 2022 dues are due, $10 per member 

ISU Extension - SCMGA, P.O. Box 164, Ames, IA 50010 
Lee’s Greens, 66296 Lincoln Highway, Nevada IA (East of the railroad tracks on the south side. 

Sometimes Google Maps is off a bit. Look for his sign, too.) Wear boots in case it’s muddy. Bug 

spray may be needed. 
   

 

The President’s Row 
Last month we toured the Iowa Arboretum. We learned about what is new at the arboretum and 

what their future plans are. We also met their new Curator of Collections & Grounds, David 

McKinney, who was our tour guide.  They are still cleaning up from the August 2020 derecho 

and planting new trees. Their wood mulch piles are several stories high! It was very educational. 

 

This month we will be touring an organic farm. Lee’s Greens grows a variety of vegetables. I 

belong to the CSA Farm to Folk and get some vegetables from them. Some vegetables are grown 

in a greenhouse – lettuce in the winter. It will be another very interesting tour. I hope to see you 

there! 

 

Happy Gardening! 
Darla  
2022 SCMGA President   

    

 

SCMGA General meeting June 20, 2022: There was no meeting, no business was 

conducted 

 

   

Announcements  

• Remember to record your hours 

• 2022 Program Books are available from Madonna Feeney and Darla Ewalt. Please 

contact one of them to get your book 
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Opportunities for Service and Education 

Service 
 Volunteer to help with the Ames downtown gardens 

 Volunteer to give a presentation at the SCMGA meetings 

 Volunteer to help with a local community garden 

Education  

 The Siouxland Garden Show for 2021 is offered virtually and FREE. Visit 

www.siouxlandgardenshow.org/speakers to explore the recorded digital sessions. 

SCMGA 2022 Program Calendar  

 July 18, Field Trip 6 pm - Lee’s Greens - Nevada 

 August 15 - Christmas in August gathering - TBD 

 September through December – TBD  

Please contact your 2022 SCMGA Board of Directors, if you have questions or concerns: 

President  Darla Ewalt   515-232-4716 gsjoey69@hotmail.com   

Vice President Lisa Hein  515-249-3182 ldsage@msn.com 

Secretary  Andrea Dorn   515-382-5604  SCMGA_Newsletter@hotmail.com 

Treasurer       Donald Lewis            515-460-0542 drlewis@iastate.edu  

Directors-at-Large Lynette Spicer  515-233-2314 hollysprings50010@yahoo.com  

   Terry Lewis  515-290-0103 terryalewis49@gmail.com     

   Jackie Runyan  515-232-5599 jackierunyan.ames@gmail.com  

 

  

http://www.siouxlandgardenshow.org/speakers
mailto:gsjoey69@hotmail.com
mailto:ldsage@msn.com
mailto:SCMGA_Newsletter@hotmail.com
mailto:SCMGA_Newsletter@hotmail.com
mailto:drlewis@iastate.edu
mailto:hollysprings50010@yahoo.com
mailto:terryalewis49@gmail.com
mailto:jackierunyan.ames@gmail.com


Page 3 of 6 

 

 

Donovan and I are planning the Story County Master Gardener Trainee Program this fall for 

Boone & Story Counties combined. At this time we have around 18-20 new Trainees. We are 

hoping that some members of the SCMGA would be available for some volunteering and 

interested in helping us out with the training for our first and last sessions. 

  

Our idea for our first session is meet and greet style at Reiman Gardens during their first week of 

Training, August 23rd or 25th 6:00-8:00 PM. Week one they are learning about Botany and Plant 

Propagation so some SCMGA members that could help us provide a hands on experience and 

actually have the Trainees prorogate a plant to take with home with them would be fun! 

  

Our last session (Graduation) we would like to hold at Reiman Gardens as well on October 25th 

or 27th from 6:00-8:00 PM. They are learning about Volunteerism and Food Safety that week. 

Ideally if we could have a couple SCMGA members talk about how they volunteer and perhaps 

someone from Reiman Gardens as well to share opportunities that exist there. Other ideas come 

to mind with food safety and donation gardens. We thought about asking someone from one of 

the Ames Donation Gardens to come talk to the group about what they do and how MG can get 

involved.  

  

Please let me know as soon as possible (call today!) if you would be able to help us with these 

or have suggestions on how we can provide these experiences for the new Trainees. Call our 

office at 515-337-1601 

 

  

Thank you, 

 Amber  

  

Amber Wengert | Story County 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach 

Marketing & Office Coordinator 

1421 S. Bell Ave Suite #107 

Ames, IA 50010 

wengerta@iastate.edu 

Ph: 515-337-1601 
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Master Gardeners at Work 

 

Several members of the Story County Master Gardener Association help plant and maintain the 

garden beds at Tom Evans Plaza and Cynthia Duff Park. Annual flowers are provided by Holubs 

Garden and Greenhouse each year, but the group has been weaving in native plants among the 

more traditional perennials and annuals.  

 

 
Left to Right: Bronwyn Frame, Tom Gust, Lisa Hein, Darla Ewalt, Sue Jensen, Carole Bunde. 

Members of Story County Master Gardeners Association at Tom Evans Plaza, Main Street, 

Ames.  

 

The goal is to show how native plants that benefit birds and pollinators can be part of the garden 

beds. So next time you’re downtown take closer look, and you’ll find spiderwort, mountain mint, 

sweet black eyed Susan, whorled milkweed, butterfly milkweed, Joe Pye, thimble flower, 

Ironweed, Blue vervain, prairie petunia, side oats grama, and little bluestem.  

 

Many of the plants were provided by the US Fish and Wildlife Service a couple years ago as part 

of their prairie partners program which encourages the planting of native species needed by 

Monarch Butterflies, birds and pollinators even in small areas.  

 

“I believe it’s important to show how native plants can be incorporated even in small urban 

areas,” said Lisa Hein, SCMGA member. “These spaces are highly visible, so I hope that people 

can see how the plants grow and maybe consider including them in their yards. Plus, it’s a great 

learning experience for the Story County Master Gardeners, as well.”   

 

It’s a small effort to share the space with native plants that are so critical to our Iowa pollinators 

species.  
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These two spaces are very challenging environments due to a variety of factors such as extreme 

sun and shade, competition from the Ginko Trees, plus foot traffic into the garden beds now and 

then.  

 

 

     
Left: Native Butterfly milkweed (orange) next to non-native daylily (yellow) 

Right: Whorled Milkweed getting ready to bloom 
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Left: Mountain Mint 

Right: Thimble flower 

 

       
Left: Side oats grama grass 

Right: Spiderwort 


