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SCMGA_Newsletter@hotmail.com 
February 2022 Newsletter 

| February 21 Program: Ruth Doxon, “The projects and activities of 
the Polk County Master Gardeners,” 7 pm both at Reiman and via Zoom 

Your 2022 dues are due, $10 per member 
ISU Extension - SCMGA, P.O. Box 164, Ames, IA 50010 

 
The President’s Row 
I ordered my garden seeds this week. It’s always a joy to go through the garden catalogs that 
come in the mail. My biggest problems are deciding which seeds I want, remembering how 
much garden space I have, and remembering my seed starting space is limited. Of course, I need 
to remember my budget. 
 
The Plant Extravaganza committee met in January. This is the committee that includes Reiman 
and the ISU clubs. Neither Tom nor I could make it. I will keep you posted as I learn more. 
 
Our February speaker is Ruth Doxon. She will talk to us about the projects and activities of the 
Polk County Master Gardeners. 
 
We will be continuing our hybrid meetings. In-person meetings will be at Reiman Gardens and 
our Zoom meetings. In-person meetings will follow Covid protocols including wearing masks. 
 
 Here is the Zoom information: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83338654657  
Meeting ID: 833 3865 4657 
Phone: +1 312 626 6799  
Meeting ID: 833 3865 4657 

 
Happy Gardening, 
 
Darla  
2022 SCMGA President     
 
Speaker: Presenter Shanna Mueggenberg explained to us what tapping and processing maple 
syrup involves. I’ll admit it – I had no idea there were so many steps! I just envisioned poking a 
metal spigot into the tree and enjoying the resulting syrup. Amazing! (30 minutes Education 
credits) 
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SCMGA General meeting January 17, 2022:  
President Darla Ewalt called the meeting to order at 7:41. 18 people were present via Zoom, but 
an unknown number were present at Reiman 
 
We had no meeting in December, so Jaclyn Hill made a motion and Tom Gust seconded that the 
minutes from the November meeting be approved as published in the December newsletter. The 
motion carried 
 
Treaasurer Donald Lewis discussed the 2022 budget proposal. Specifically: 

- We took in more at the plant sale than was projected 
- We had no symposium last year 
- We had approximately $2600 more income than expenses 
- We spent approximately $1400 more than planned 

Bronwyn Frame asked if we could improve our projections for the budget? Donald explained 
that the figures for the budget rely on the numbers from the previous years. Carol Bunde asked 
about the Christmas tree expenses. Donald explained that the tree display was cancelled last year 
so it wasn’t on the budget. Bronwyn asked why there was a membership fee for the Arboretum in 
addition to our donation. Andrea Dorn suggested that we say our donation includes the 
membership fee instead. Linda Schroeder pointed out that we have a group membership at 
Reiman. Also, there is a reciprocal card entry for other gardens, but they must have the 
individual’s name on the card. Bronwyn said that she has not spoken to Candy Bostrom yet 
about the DMF order. She pointed out it will require careful planning this year and more 
interaction with Reiman personnel to know what to order. We’ll need to cull deliberately at the 
arrival of the plants, so we only have the prime specimens. On Sunday we could sell remaining 
plants at cost 
 
Donald made a motion that we approve the budget and Terry Lewis seconded. The motion 
carried 
 
Donald also made a motion that we approve a payment to Madonna to cover her expenses for the 
program books and Bronwyn seconded. Motion carried 
 
We then had a discussion about the plant sale. Darla said that she needs to know by Wednesday 
who wants to meet with Reiman about the plant sale meeting. She also asked if there were any 
thoughts about having an online sale. Bronwyn said our sale was an organic process (no pun 
intended) that we don’t have knowledge of the plants that will be donated until they arrive. 
Lynette Spicer said we should withdraw from an online sale. Darla pointed out that the other 
groups know ahead of time what they have to sell. Since we are not selling the club Hostas this 
year, we do not. Bronwyn said that we have a symbiotic relationship with the other groups, we 
need them for the in-person sale. Darla asked if we could have an online after-sale for remaining 
DMF plants. Bronwyn suggested that it would be a great way to get rid of the extras 
Announcements 
 
Bronwyn reported that Joan Peterson’s husband, Joe Burris, died on New Year Day. She 
suggested that we should send flowers. It was also suggested that we donate to the Iowa 
Arboretum instead of sending flowers. Bronwyn made a motion to donate $50 to the Iowa 
Arboretum in Joe Burris’ memory and Brenda Kruse seconded the motion. Motion carried. 
Andrea will send a card. Cory Bertelson suggested that we have a policy about this for future 
situations 
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Madonna has program books to distribute 
 
Michelle Boswell reported that Sharon Jenkins had a stroke on January 2. Andrea will send her a 
card of support to her home 
 
Donald reported that Tyler Johnson has resigned from the Iowa Arboretum 
 
The February 21st speaker will be Ruth Doxon of the Polk County Master Gardeners 
 
Cory let us know that a Shade Tree Short Course will be on February 23-24 at Scheman (more 
info at https://www.regcytes.extension.iastate.edu/shadetree/ ) 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:22 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Andrea Dorn  
2022 SCMGA Secretary 
   
Announcements  

• Remember to record your hours. 
• Some of you may already know that Reiman Garden’s Volunteer Manager, Taylor 

Woodcock, has accepted a position with the ISU Foundation - Director of Volunteer 
Engagement for the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences. This is a brand-new position 
for the University, and she is really excited about the opportunity and possibilities. We 
will miss working with her. Here is the new email address for the new Volunteer 
Manager: rgvolunteer@iastate.edu 

• 2022 Program Books are available from Madonna Feeney and Darla Ewalt. Please 
contact one of them to get your book 

• Past member, Sara Mitchell has passed away. Here is a link to her obituary: 
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/obituaries/dmr120104 Bronwyn was kind enough to 
write the following on her obituary: 

All of us from Story County Master Gardeners Association were saddened to learn of Sara's 
passing. Sara joined our membership upon completing her Master Gardener training in 2011. In 
her quiet way, she regularly attended our monthly meetings and volunteered to help at our 
spring plant sales. We offer our condolences to her family during this sad time. 

Opportunities for Service and Education 

Service 
| Volunteer to give a presentation at the SCMGA meetings 
| Current Volunteer Opportunities at Reiman Gardens: 
• Butterfly Wing Docent: Butterfly Wing Docents monitor the Christina Reiman Butterfly 

Wing to ensure that all USDA regulations are being followed and that no butterflies or 
moths leave the Wing. Docents interact directly with the public answering questions 
about the butterflies and plants in the exhibit. Docents represent the Gardens and must be 
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prepared to answer common questions about our facilities. All new Docents must attend a 
training session with the Butterfly Wing Curator. 

• Garden Concierge: Garden Concierges play a key role in providing a high quality and 
engaging experience for all garden visitors and guests. As Garden Concierge, volunteers 
will support visitors with a variety of activities including welcoming visitors and other 
guests to Reiman Gardens, pointing out areas of interest and highlights in the Gardens, 
and providing general support to visitors. 

• Integrated Pest Management/Scouting: To be able to use all the tools in our toolbox, 
we need to know our acceptable pest thresholds. To be able to evaluate those issues, we 
need to scout and monitor our spaces. The more information we have, the more tools we 
will have to address issues. We can also use the data we collect to predict trends that help 
us anticipate what problems we may have in the future. Volunteers assist and carry out 
this routine scouting in and around the Hughes Conservatory and greenhouses. Tasks 
include checking insect cards, identifying pest, and using a scouting computer program 

Education 

| The Siouxland Garden Show for 2021 is offered virtually and FREE. Visit 
www.siouxlandgardenshow.org/speakers to explore the recorded digital sessions. 

| The Winter Webinar Series will be offered again this year. See the following website for 
a listing of the sessions and instructions for signing up 
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/mastergardener/winter-webinar-series  

| Siouxland Garden Show, April 1-2, 2022, Marriott Conference Center, South Sioux City, 
NE, for more info  https://www.siouxlandgardenshow.org/  

SCMGA 2022 Program Calendar  

| February 21 - Ruth Doxon, “The projects and activities of the Polk County Master 
Gardeners” 

| March 21 - Graduation and socializing 
| April 18 - Judy Nauseef - designing with native plants  
| May 16 - TBD 
| June 20, Field Trip 6pm - Iowa Arboretum 
| July 18, Field Trip 6pm - Lee’s Greens - Nevada 
| August 15 - Christmas in August gathering - TBD 
| September through December – TBD  

Please contact your 2022 SCMGA Board of Directors, if you have questions or concerns: 
President  Darla Ewalt   515-232-4716 gsjoey69@hotmail.com   
Vice President Lisa Hein  515-249-3182 ldsage@msn.com 
Secretary  Andrea Dorn   515-382-5604  SCMGA_Newsletter@hotmail.com 
Treasurer       Donald Lewis            515-460-0542 drlewis@iastate.edu  
Directors-at-Large Lynette Spicer  515-233-2314 hollysprings50010@yahoo.com  
   Terry Lewis  515-290-0103 terryalewis49@gmail.com     
   Jackie Runyan  515-232-5599 jackierunyan.ames@gmail.com 
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STORY COUNTY MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION BUDGET 2022
Approved

Budget 2021 Actual 2021 Difference Notes Approved Budget 
2022

ON HAND January 1 $7,687.05 $7,767.05 $7,330.69

INCOME

Membership dues $500.00 $380.00 ($120.00) $450.00
Plant sale $3,000.00 $7,821.13 $4,821.13 1 $7,500.00
Hosta Sale $350.00 $0.00 ($350.00) 2 $350.00
Gifts / Donations $0.00 $100.00 $100.00
Symposium $1,800.00 $0.00 ($1,800.00) 3
Miscellaneous $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 4

Income Total $5,650.00 $8,301.13 $2,651.13 $8,300.00

EXPENSES

Scholarships $2,000.00 $1,000.00 $1,000.00 5 $2,000.00
Scholarship Expense $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Plant Sale (purchased plants) $500.00 $2,142.05 ($1,642.05) 6 $2,500.00
Plant sale (other) $0.00 $196.65 ($196.65) 7 $0.00
Hosta Sale $250.00 $0.00 $250.00 4 $250.00
Awards $100.00 $50.00 $50.00 8 $100.00
Library books $500.00 $632.65 ($132.65) 9 $750.00
Newsletter / Secretary Expenses $100.00 $0.00 $100.00 10 $100.00
Program book $200.00 $0.00 $200.00 11 $200.00
Historian book $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Outside memberships $250.00 $250.00 $0.00 12 $250.00
Courtesy fund $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Grants / Sponsorships $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 13 $400.00
Primary Donations $2,000.00 $4,000.00 ($2,000.00) 14 $3,000.00
Discretionary Donations $500.00 $298.14 $201.86 15 $500.00
Misc. (<$50) $50.00 $0.00 $50.00 16 $50.00
Treasurer Expense - PO Box $92.00 $118.00 ($26.00) $118.00
Guest speakers $50.00 $50.00 $0.00 $100.00
Flowerbeds $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Symposium Expenses $700.00 $0.00 $700.00 3 $500.00
Arboretum Tree Decorations $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Expense Total $7,292.00 $8,737.49 ($1,445.49) $10,818.00

BALANCE ($1,642.00) ($436.36) $4,096.62 ($2,518.00)

ON HAND December 31 $6,045.05 $7,330.69 $4,812.69
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