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SCMGA_Newsletter@hotmail.com 
April 2022 Newsletter 
April 18 Program: Our April Speaker is writer and landscape designer, Judy Nauseef 
from Iowa City to discuss using native plants in landscape design https://www.judynauseef.com. 
Judy will be in person at Reiman Gardens. Please join us in person. Other Story County Master 
Gardeners will be invited, so hopefully we can recruit new members to the Association as well. 
Remember to wear your name tags!, 7 pm (both at Reiman and via Zoom) 

 
Your 2022 dues are due, $10 per member 

ISU Extension - SCMGA, P.O. Box 164, Ames, IA 50010 
 
The President’s Row 
Spring is here at least on the calendar. We’re all getting excited about working outside in our 
gardens. I have two important topics to bring up. 
 
Our April 18 meeting will be in the Garden Room because we are inviting all Story County 
Master Gardeners to our meeting. Our speaker is Judy Nauseef from Iowa City. She will be 
driving from Iowa City to speak to us about native plants in landscape design. Here is her 
webpage: https://www.judynauseef.com/. I want to encourage everyone to come in person to 
hear her presentation. This is also a good time to invite other Master Gardeners to join SCMGA. 
 
The Plant Sale Extravaganza is May 6 – 7. Volunteers are needed for the sale. Some of the ISU 
Clubs are smaller than SCMGA so the planning committee is asking for all volunteers to help 
everywhere during the sale. Example, if you are working the tent be willing to help in other areas 
besides our area. Lisa has sent out the sign Google signup form, please sign up! Here’s the link:  
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1AW8vXQ7GxWXX3wPHqIs0Wy2C7DD5QH8WJ3X
wtYOu_xM/edit#gid=1535923179 
 
If you are unable to attend our meeting in person here is the Zoom link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83338654657  
Meeting ID: 833 3865 4657 
Phone:        +1 312 626 6799 
 

Happy Gardening 
Darla  
2022 SCMGA President     
 
Speaker: In place of a speaker this month we celebrated the new Story County Master 
Gardeners and new Interns and recognized those MGs who hit certain milestones with their 
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volunteer hours. Michaela spoke for a bit, telling us that there will be a Fall MG class this year 
and moving forward MG classes will be held twice a year 
 
New Interns (12):  
Haley French 
Carol Askland 
Stephanie Haila 
Ken Bozer 
Rebecca Lauer 
Michael Lauer 
Shawn Boyne 
Robert Bergmann 
Lora Leigh Chrystal 
Jennifer Leptien 
Bhagyashri Parab 
Jo Hansen 
 

New MGs (4):  
Robin Collins 
Nancy Johnson 
Lynn Lanning 
Annette Owenson 
 

 
 

6 SCMGs had 40-60 volunteer hours 
7 had 60-90 hours 

9 had 100 hours or more 

 
 
 
Sarah Binder reached 1000 career volunteer hours and Diane Draper reached 2000 career 
volunteer hours. There were 4 SCMGs who reached 10 years of service and 3 SCMGs who 
earned the title of Lifetime Master Gardener (they no longer must complete the annual 
requirements for education or volunteering although they probably will anyway) 
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We all congratulate our new interns and Master Gardeners, as well as those who’ve earned those 
wonderful volunteer goals 
 
SCMGA General meeting March 21, 2022:  
SCMGA President Darla Ewalt called the regular meeting to order at 6:38 pm. Five people 
joined by Zoom and 22 were present at Reiman 
 
Donald Lewis made a motion and Lisa Hein seconded to approve the minutes from the last 
meeting as published. The motion was approved 
 
Treasurer Donald Lewis reported that there were few changes to our bank statement, but we have 
had $500 collected in dues 
 
Current SCMGA members discussed the usual activities of the association for new/prospective 
members 
 
Plant Sale 
We still don’t have a digging committee. We at least need a coordinator! Bronwyn suggested that 
Andrea Dorn can send out requests as needed since she has the mailing list. Andrea agreed 
 
It was pointed out that last year we had 120+ daylilies at our sale (just to give an idea to our 
guests of what our part of the plant sale included). It was also mentioned that usually we have 
entire sections devoted to the daylilies and to the hostas, because donations of those plants are 
usually large 
 
Bronwyn reported that the sale will be held on Mother’s Day weekend (May 6th – 8th) and set-up 
will be on Thursday, starting at 2pm. Friday is a private sale to Reiman members and Master 
Gardeners from 3 to 7 pm 
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Lisa said that to volunteer for the plant sale you may sign up on Google Docs, the link to be 
announced in a later email. Darla encouraged interns to sign up to volunteer especially, to help 
earn those special volunteer hours required 
 
Bronwyn reminded everyone of the danger of spreading Jumping Worms and went over the 
necessary procedures for potting plants (instructions attached to the newsletter). Joan Peterson 
will be a clearing house, of sorts, for pots as they are donated or needed. Joan volunteered a free 
daylily to each donor of pots for the sale 
 
Linda Tucker asked what the hours of the sale are (the flyer is attached to the newsletter). 
Members are encouraged to post the flyer wherever it is allowed 
 
Darla adjourned the meeting at 7:05 pm. Socialization started immediately afterward including 
those on Zoom who got to know each other too  
 
Remember, we need volunteers for the plant sale and the downtown gardens 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Andrea Dorn  
2022 SCMGA Secretary 
   
Announcements  

• On Friday evening, May 6th , Master Gardeners will be able to shop the plant sale 
items during special hours (3 to 7 pm), so be sure to put that on your calendar. Of 
course, you are also encouraged to volunteer during that time as well! 

• Remember to record your hours 
• Member and past President Susan Stocker has experienced some devastating personal 

losses and will not be able to help with the plant sale this year. However, she has the 
Pachysandra plants that belong to SCMGA growing in a flowerbed at her house. If 
members want Pachysandra at the sale, someone will need go to her house, pot them, and 
then transport to a location, until the sale. She believes the quantity was 15 pots. My 
Address is 804 SE Dovetail Rd, Grimes and the plants can be found on the north side of 
the house.  Individuals can have access to the plants at anytime or any day of the week 
that works. Please call or email Susan directly 

• Here is the email address for the new Volunteer Manager: rgvolunteer@iastate.edu 
• 2022 Program Books are available from Madonna Feeney and Darla Ewalt. Please 

contact one of them to get your book 
• Judy Nauseef, is our speaker this month. She is a writer and landscape designer from 

Iowa City and will discuss using native plants in landscape 
design. https://www.judynauseef.com Everyone is invited! (please welcome any new 
friends who visit this meeting) 

Opportunities for Service and Education 

Service 
| Volunteer to be on the plant sale committee and to work at the sale! 
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| Volunteer to help with the Ames downtown gardens 
| Volunteer to give a presentation at the SCMGA meetings 
| Current Volunteer Opportunities at Reiman Gardens: 
• Butterfly Wing Docent: Butterfly Wing Docents monitor the Christina Reiman Butterfly 

Wing to ensure that all USDA regulations are being followed and that no butterflies or 
moths leave the Wing. Docents interact directly with the public answering questions 
about the butterflies and plants in the exhibit. Docents represent the Gardens and must be 
prepared to answer common questions about our facilities. All new Docents must attend a 
training session with the Butterfly Wing Curator. 

• Garden Concierge: Garden Concierges play a key role in providing a high quality and 
engaging experience for all garden visitors and guests. As Garden Concierge, volunteers 
will support visitors with a variety of activities including welcoming visitors and other 
guests to Reiman Gardens, pointing out areas of interest and highlights in the Gardens, 
and providing general support to visitors. 

• Integrated Pest Management/Scouting: To be able to use all the tools in our toolbox, 
we need to know our acceptable pest thresholds. To be able to evaluate those issues, we 
need to scout and monitor our spaces. The more information we have, the more tools we 
will have to address issues. We can also use the data we collect to predict trends that help 
us anticipate what problems we may have in the future. Volunteers assist and carry out 
this routine scouting in and around the Hughes Conservatory and greenhouses. Tasks 
include checking insect cards, identifying pest, and using a scouting computer program 

Education  

| The Siouxland Garden Show for 2021 is offered virtually and FREE. Visit 
www.siouxlandgardenshow.org/speakers to explore the recorded digital sessions. 

SCMGA 2022 Program Calendar  

| April 18 - Judy Nauseef  (on Zoom) - designing with native plants  
| May 16 - TBD 
| June 20, Field Trip 6 pm - Iowa Arboretum 
| July 18, Field Trip 6 pm - Lee’s Greens - Nevada 
| August 15 - Christmas in August gathering - TBD 
| September through December – TBD  

Please contact your 2022 SCMGA Board of Directors, if you have questions or concerns: 
President  Darla Ewalt   515-232-4716 gsjoey69@hotmail.com   
Vice President Lisa Hein  515-249-3182 ldsage@msn.com 
Secretary  Andrea Dorn   515-382-5604  SCMGA_Newsletter@hotmail.com 
Treasurer       Donald Lewis            515-460-0542 drlewis@iastate.edu  
Directors-at-Large Lynette Spicer  515-233-2314 hollysprings50010@yahoo.com  
   Terry Lewis  515-290-0103 terryalewis49@gmail.com     
   Jackie Runyan  515-232-5599 jackierunyan.ames@gmail.com 
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Preparing member-donated plants for the 2022 Plant Sale Extravaganza    
March 17, 2022 

Dear Master Gardeners and Master Gardener-Interns, 
 
Last year at this time, we weren’t sure whether there would even be an in-person Plant Sale 
Extravaganza given the Covid pandemic numbers.  It is hopeful news therefore that plans for the 2022, 
in-person, 8th Annual Plant Sale Extravaganza (PSE) are already underway! The sale will be held over the 
Mother's Day weekend (May 6 through May 8th) and SCMGA again joins Reiman Gardens and grad and 
undergrad student groups from ISU to help make it happen.  
 
The PSE is SCMGA’s biggest annual fundraiser and is a great opportunity to interact with the public, 
promote Master Gardeners’, work with your friends and colleagues, and learn a lot about plants!    
 
SCMGA annual proceeds from the sale are reinvested in the gardening community. For example, we 
support summer internships at Reiman Gardens and the Iowa Arboretum, we buy garden-themed books 
for all the Story County public libraries each year; and we sponsor a one-time scholarship for one or two 
students majoring in Horticulture or a plant-related major at ISU. 
 
And finally, remember that all your hours worked digging/potting or volunteering at the actual sale also 
count towards your required MG hours for 2022.   
 
SCMGA members take part in this annual plant sale venture in two critical ways:   
 
1.         Volunteering to work:  on the Plant Sale committee or at the sale; at the Thursday, May 5 set up; 
on the floor during the sale times; at the cash registers; at the holding table, or helping receive, record 
and inventory DMF wholesale plants that SCMGA sells (Candy Bostrom heads up this aspect of our sale – 
thanks Candy).  The SCMGA board will email a link to the Plant Sale Volunteer sign- up sheet in the near 
future. 
AND 
2.   Providing good quality perennial transplants from our own (or a neighbor’s) garden to sell at the 
sale. To make this more fun, consider joining a fellow Master-Gardener digging in their garden in a 
reciprocal arrangement, or dig as a threesome in three different gardens and bring everything to a 
central location for an afternoon of potting before divvying up the potted plants for baby-sitting until the 
sale.  
 
Below are a few resources/guidelines to inspire you to provide plants for the sale! 
What plants to donate:  Give some thought to the perennial plants in your garden you want to donate 
for the sale.  Examples of member-donated plants from previous years are: a wide variety of shade and 
sun perennials, ground covers, grasses, along with ferns (especially hybrids or Maidenhair); rhubarb, 
variegated hostas, named or unnamed; astilbes; Siberian iris (with color identified); herbaceous peonies 
(identified at least by color, and particularly fern-leafed). Members may also consider starting from seed 
various kinds of herbs (annual or perennial) to sell at the sale. Garden vegetables such as peppers, 
tomatoes etc are started and sold by our Hort Club colleagues. We try to avoid selling aggressively 
spreading perennials, and we are not permitted to sell woody perennials or invasive- species.    
 
Purchasing Soilless Potting Mix: Members are asked to pot their plants in soilless potting mix and to 
supply their first two 2ft3 bags of potting soil.  If a member in good standing uses more than 2 purchased 
bags of potting mix for donated plants, they are asked to please submit their receipt to the board for 
reimbursement of the 3rd bag or more.   
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Jumping Worm mitigation steps for 2022:  In an abundance of caution, we ask members to remove 
garden soil from their donated plants and pot-up sale plants in new, soilless potting mix.  If you provide 
your own pots, please buy them new or soak pre-used ones in a bleach bath for 10-15 minutes and rinse. 
Please reread the Jumping Worms article on the last page of this email that describes why these 
mitigation steps are so important.  
 
When to dig perennial plants? Dig and pot plants at least 10 days (better yet, 2 weeks) before the 
sale to allow time for new root formation. So, have your plants out of the ground and in pots by April 
25th.  Dig them just before they are to be potted so that the roots don't dry out; this is especially 
important for fibrous-rooted plants (such as coneflowers, dianthus, Brunnera, sedums) but is also 
important for plants with rhizomes or tuberous roots (such as daylilies, Iris). Digging and potting plants in 
the early evening is ideal to allow the plants to recover during the cool of the night. If needed, use a cold 
frame to protect your potted plants from spring cold.  Water plants copiously immediately after being 
potted, even if the potting soil is already wet; watering drives out any air pockets that could otherwise 
dry out roots. Be sure to have a warm overnight location for potted plants should there be a frost prior to 
the sale.  
 
Need pots? Where to go for pots if needed?  Bronwyn Frame (bronwyn.rf@gmail.com) has about 50, 
used 1-gallon pots, and about 75 new, soft-plastic ½ gallon pots for the taking for whoever needs them.  
In addition, if you have any pots you can donate to SCMGA for others to use for sale prep, please contact 
Joan Peterson (iowagardener@aol.com). Joan has agreed to be the pot-clearing house for the 2022 sale 
should you have pots to donate to the cause or need to pick up pots once Bronwyn’s supply is gone. A 
big thank you, Joan. 
 
Questions about digging and/or potting plants? If you want to donate plants but aren’t too sure 
how to proceed, what to dig, SCMGA member Jackie Runyan would be happy to visit with you to help 
answer your questions.  Jackie’s email is:   jackierunyan.ames@gmail.com.  Thanks Jackie. 
 
Caring for potted plants outdoors until Sale Set-Up Day: This step is just as important as the 
transplant step.  In 2020, it snowed on April 15th, so expect the unexpected and move your transplants to 
the garage or cover them if freezing temperatures or inclement weather is forecast.  
Labeling Plants:  An effective label for your sale-plants will look like the one below. Deborah Tootle 
(dmtootle@iastate.edu) has a one-page label template for 100+ member plants donated for previous 
sales and has offered to be a label resource for folks again in 2022.  Many thanks, Deborah. Please reach 
out to her before you make your labels, as it's likely that she will have a ready-made e-template to send 
you so you can print the labels (in color if possible) at home.  If not, attached to this email is a generic, 
editable label template (.docx) from which you can create your own label in a format that is similar to the 
one shown below. 
Once printed, labels need to be water-proofed (use laminate, packing tape, zip-loc baggies) and be 
very well attached to the pot-side or to a popsicle stick inserted in the plant pot so they don't blow 
away.  
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Peach-leaved Bellflower  
Campanula persicifolia 
Plant Type: Perennial, self-seeding clumps 
Height: 1-3 feet 
Width: 1-3 feet 
Bloom Season: June-Aug 
Placement: Full sun to part shade. Moderate to dry soils 
Info: Blue flowers. Great for cut flowers. Responds well to cutting  
back to promote new growth and 2nd flowering wave.  
 
 
Where and When to deliver your plants?  Reiman Gardens parking lot 
on Set-up Day which will be the late afternoon of Thursday, May 5, 2022 (specific time is to be 
determined). Set-up volunteers will be there to help you unload your plant donations, get them priced 
and staged for the sale.   
 
 
Thanks, everyone! 
 
SCMGA  
 
 
 
Invasive species: Jumping Worms!  
https://hortnews.extension.iastate.edu/jumping-wormsiowa  
The invasive species of earthworm called the jumping worm reported from the eastern U.S. and 
neighboring states has been confirmed in Iowa. So far, we have received reports from ten Iowa counties. 
We assume jumping worms are much more widely spread than reports indicate. Jumping worms are 
among the approximately 6,000 species of terrestrial earthworms in the world. Jumping worms 
(Amynthas spp.) are also known as crazy worms or snake worms, names that describe their wild 
movement. They violently writhe and squirm when disturbed and move more like a snake than an 
earthworm. Watch the activity in this YouTube video.  
Jumping worms originated from East Asia and are believed to have arrived in North America with potted 
plants, nursery stock or soil. They have been in the southeastern U.S. for many years, including in the 
Great Smoky Mountains. They were confirmed in the neighboring states of Wisconsin in 2013 and Illinois 
in 2015.  
Jumping worm is most identifiable by its vigorous wriggling and thrashing behavior when picked up or 
disturbed. They are 3 to 5 inches long (some up to 7 inches in length) and dark brown to gray in color 
rather than reddish-brown. They are darker and smoother than our usual earthworms such as 
nightcrawlers (Lumbricus terrestris) and garden worms. Jumping worms have a milky-white and smooth 
narrow band (clitellum) that surrounds the entire circumference of the body. Other earthworm species 
have a raised clitellum.  
Damage: Jumping worms are surface-dwellers; they live in leaf litter and organic matter at the soil 
surface. They do not burrow into the soil the way nightcrawlers and garden worms do. Jumping worms 
consume surface organic matter, and once established, populations can build quickly. They can out-
compete and push out the other earthworms and degrade ecosystems, especially forests and woodlands 
by stripping the soil surface of protective organic matter. Soils where jumping worms are present will be 
grainy and have the texture and appearance of coffee grounds. For more on the harmful ecological 
effects of earthworms, see the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources website.  
Life Cycle: It appears that jumping worms do not survive as worms through the winter in the Midwest. 
Instead, jumping worms reproduce in the fall by producing “cocoons” which survive the winter. The 
cocoons hatch in the spring to start the cycle over. Jumping worms reach maturity within 60 days of 
hatching. Jumping worms are parthenogenic; each worm can reproduce on its own without mating. They 
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reproduce more quickly than our common earthworms and the population builds rapidly through two 
generations. Populations are largest in early fall and adult worms become apparent in late June and early 
July.  
Management: There is no cure or eradication for earthworms (European or Asian). Therefore, the goal 
is to prevent their spread and monitor for their presence. Jumping worms can be spread with compost, 
mulch, soil, and plants. To prevent their spread do not move compost, mulch and topsoil from potentially 
infested points of origin. Do not move plants from the infested counties and carefully inspect nursery 
plants prior to planting. See the Wisconsin DNR website to learn more about preventing the spread of 
jumping worms. If you believe you might have jumping worms, please contact the Iowa State University 
Plant and Insect Diagnostic Clinic (PIDC).  
To confirm new county records, please send videos and images of possible infestations to 
insects@iastate.edu. 
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