
The Woodbury County Extension Council guides local 
educational programming by partnering with ISU Extension 
and Outreach staff. From needs assessment through program 
implementation and evaluation of outcomes, the elected 
council represents the issues and people of the county. 

We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and 
children to be healthy. And eventually we want to turn the 
world over to the next generation better than we found it. 

Lane Tabke 
Extension Council Chair 

Sherry McGill 
Regional Director	

2016 Stakeholder Report 
ISU Extension and Outreach connects the needs 
of Iowans with Iowa State University research and 
resources. We are working with the people of 
Woodbury County for what we all want: a strong 
Iowa. 

Our research-based programs reach and inspire 
thousands of Woodbury County residents each year 
as we develop strong youth, strong economies, and 
healthy families. We are proud to be #2 in the state of 
Iowa for the number of youth enrolled in 4-H! The 
Nonprofit Management Alliance, a collaboration with 
United Way of Siouxland and the Siouxland Chamber 
of commerce has educated over 200 managers with 
professional trainings right here in Siouxland. STEM 
programming is taking the lead in youth outreach 
efforts with new and strengthened partnerships 
between ISU Extension and local elementary schools. 
Farmers and producers are gaining valuable 
knowledge to expand their operations through ag 
programming such as Build Your Farm Plan, a 
program launching in January 2017. This and more is 
made possible thanks to you.   

Economic Development 

The Nonprofit Management Alliance (NPMA) is a 
partnership between ISU Extension and Outreach – 
Woodbury County, the Siouxland Chamber of Commerce 
and United Way of Siouxland. The goal is to connect 
nonprofits in the Siouxland area with valuable information 
and expert speakers in a range of topics relevant to 
nonprofit work. The NPMA is based on the Nonprofit 
Management Academy model, established in 1999 by 
Iowa State University in partnership with the United Way 

Management Assistance Program to enhance the 
management skills of those in the nonprofit sector.  

Five workshops have been held, covering topics such as 
ethics, grant writing, labor law, and hiring/onboarding 
practices, with social work Continuing Education Units 
available to workshop attendees. Since late 2015, over 
200 people have attended NPMA workshops in Woodbury 
County. 

Health and Well Being 

Woodbury County Extension provides food safety training 
to restaurants, schools, healthcare, child care and other 
foodservice operations. The Cargill classroom in our new 
building has given opportunity to reach even more 
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people. In 2016 over 260 people participated in the 
ServSafe® courses which are offered monthly in 
Woodbury County and help people become certified in 
food safety. This includes 20 people that took the 
Spanish ServSafe® course which was offered twice in 
2016. The program is successful due in part to a 
partnership with Siouxland District Health Department 
(SDHD) and University of Nebraska (UNL) Extension. 
Health inspectors promote the classes to licensed food 
operators and also make presentations/answer questions 
during the classes. Renee Sweers, Nutrition and 
Wellness Specialist and Carol Larvick, UNL Extension 
Specialist, partner to teach ServSafe® which attracts 
participants from the tri-state area. Jill Sokness, Latino 
Outreach Specialist assists in promoting the Spanish 
ServSafe® classes. The Spanish ServSafe classes have 
been taught by Mary Krisco, Nutrition and Wellness 
Specialist from Polk County. 

Food and Environment 

In Sept. 2016,  the second annual Riverside Elementary 
School Farmers Market was held. Over 300 students, in 
grades K-5, and teachers participated in the event. Four 
local vendors brought lots of colorful vegetables, 
pumpkins, and even honey for the children to purchase. 
Each student received pretend money to "purchase" their 
choice of produce.  

Students were provided with a healthy snack thanks to 
the INN (Iowa Nutrition Network) Program at ISU 
Extension and Outreach - Woodbury County, which 
reaches 3,000 kids in low income schools each month. 

In addition, in 2016 Woodbury County celebrated 30 
years of the Master Gardener program. Over 600 people 
have taken the Woodbury County course over the years. 

K-12 Youth Outreach 

Woodbury County 4-H was #2 in the state for 4-H 
enrollments for the second year in a row in 2016, with 469 
Woodbury County kids wearing the clover. Through 
generous donations from Woodbury County Farm Bureau 
and New Cooperative Inc., Woodbury County 4-H is able 
to offer enrollments for just $5 for the 2016-2017 4-H 
enrollment year. 

In 2016, Woodbury County 4-H staff and Midtown Family 
Community Center AmeriCorps workers partnered with 
educators at Sioux City’s Morningside and Spalding Park 
elementary schools to offer ongoing 4-H STEM education 
curriculum to students in afterschool programs, with the 
potential to expand to other area schools in the future. 
Woodbury County 4-H participation in STEM initiatives in 
2016 has also included the Briar Cliff University STEM 
Fest and the Governor’s STEM Advisory Council’s Making 
STEM Connections program.	

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis 
of age, disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, 
national origin, pregnancy, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic 
status, or status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all 
programs.) Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be directed to 
Ross Wilburn, Diversity Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, 
Iowa 50011, 515-294-1482, wilburn@iastate.edu.  
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