
The West Pottawattamie County Extension Council guides 
local educational programming by partnering with ISU 
Extension and Outreach staff. From needs assessment 
through program implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 
the elected council represents the issues and people of the 
county. 

We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and 
children to be healthy. And eventually we want to turn the 
world over to the next generation better than we found it. 

Jacob Lambert     Alan Ladd 

Extension Council Chair   Regional Director

ISU Extension and Outreach connects the needs of 
Iowans with Iowa State University research and 
resources. We are working with the people of West 
Pottawatamie County for what we all want: a strong 
Iowa.  

West Pottawattamie County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension 
council that guides local educational programming 
by partnering with staff. From needs assessment 
through program implementation and evaluation of 
outcomes, the council represents the issues and 
people of the county. 

We have identified these local issues as priority 
topics for current and future programming: 

 Community Environmental Development

 Well-being Through Continued Education

 Youth Outreach.

Community Environmental Development 

Environmental development and protection is a 
key component to our community. When the 
environment is properly cared for, we ensure a 
safer water supply, increased property values and 
protect the land for future generations. West 
Pottawattamie’s Master Gardener program focuses 
on all of this and more through public education 
and community gardens. Master Gardeners are 
educated through Iowa State University and use 
the research-based methods they have learned to 
contribute to our community by hosting a variety of 
teaching events and an annual gardening 
conference. 

In 2016 Master Gardeners: 

 Volunteered 2,277 hours.

 Restored and updated the Mick Ryan memorial
Garden at Westfair in Council Bluffs.

 Awarded educational classroom grants to
Pottawattamie County teachers.  These grants
have been used by elementary and high school
educators.

 Granted a $1,000 scholarships to a local ISU
students majoring in horticulture.

In additional to local educational efforts, the West 
Pottawattamie Master Gardeners recently co-hosted 
the International MG conference which had an 
estimated $300,000 economic impact to our 
community.   
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Well-Being Through Continued Education 

Childcare Providers - In 2016, local child care 
providers attended Extension and Outreach 
workshops in the areas of: celebrating diversity, 
conflict resolution, preventing childhood obesity and 
menu planning. Children benefit from providers who 
learn and implement the strategies learned from ISU 
Extension and Outreach. 

Juntos - Nearly 50 families have participated in 
West Pottawattamie’s Juntos classes, a series of 
workshops for Latino parents and youth. This 
program strives to prevent students from dropping 
out of school and encourages families to work 
together to gain access to college. Parents and youth 
reported an increased understanding of graduation 
requirements, classes needed, higher education 
options, financial aid options, and necessary tests. 
Parents have a gained confidence in their ability to  
monitor their child’s homework, meeting with school 
staff, and increased knowledge about the college 
application process. Youth reported significant 
increase in their efforts in planning for after high 
school.  

ServSafe - ServSafe is the national food safety 
program to prevent foodborne illness, reduce health 
care costs and increase business profitability. In 
2016 ISU Extension and Outreac staff taught this 
program to 259 local food service employees and 
over 2,400 people in Iowa.   

Pesticide Applicators Education - Each year 
private and commercial pesticide applicator classes 
are taught in West Pottawattamie County. In 2016, 
94 private applicators and 115 commercial 
applicators participated in training. Through these 
classes, pesticide applicators are provided with the 
most up-to-date research regarding the use of 
pesticides and herbicides. Participants learn best 
practices for protecting the environment while still 
protecting their yields or keeping customers 
satisfied. 

Youth Outreach 

Ready Set Know - Ready Set Know is personal 
safety program that uses hands-on teaching 
methods including games, worksheets and role-
plays to help children learn and internalize personal 
safety information. Nearly 3,000 youth are reached 
throughout Pottawattamie County annually. The 
program’s goal is to teach young children 
prevention strategies to help prevent child abuse, 
both physical and sexual. 

4-H - There are currently 350 4-H members in ten 
community clubs in West Pottawattamie County 
with a strong volunteer base including 64 adult 
organizational and project leaders and 38 youth 
volunteers. In 2016, the program awarded over
$8,000 in scholarships to 22 graduating senior 4-H 
members.

Members showed 676 livestock exhibits at the 
West Pottawattamie County Fair and exhibited over 
800 communication and static exhibits. West 
Pottawattamie 4-Hers were at the Iowa State Fair 
competing in communications, static and livestock 
exhibits. There were also West Pottawattamie      
4-Hers exhibiting at the Ak-Sar-Ben Livestock 
Expo.
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