
The Webster County Extension Council guides local 
educational programming by partnering with ISU Extension 
and Outreach staff. From needs assessment through program 
implementation and evaluation of outcomes, the elected 
council represents the issues and people of the county. 

We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and 
children to be healthy. And eventually we want to turn the 
world over to the next generation better than we found it. 

Mark Peterson   Jerry Chizek 

Extension Council Chair  Regional Director 

ISU Extension and Outreach connects the needs 

of Iowans with Iowa State University research and 

resources. We are working with the people of 

Webster County for what we all want: a strong 

Iowa.  

Webster County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension council 

that guides local educational programming. From local 

needs assessment through program implementation 

and evaluation of outcomes, the council represents 

the diverse issues and people of the county. 

 

Food and the Environment 

Agronomy in the Field, a women’s agronomic 

group, met every two weeks from April to September 

at the Smeltzer Learning Farm near Otho. The goals 

of this series were to strengthen agronomic skills for 

women that allowed for better decision-making, a 

better understanding of inputs for crop production and 

various conservations practices, and an increased 

confidence in communication with their spouse, 

farming partner, ag retailer or tenant. 

Topics included: evaluation of planting conditions, 

crop growth and development, replant considerations, 

weed, disease and insect identification, pest 

management principles, tillage practices, conservation 

practices and water quality. Seven sessions took 

 

In an end-of-field-

season survey, the 

women reported an 

increased confidence 

in discussing inputs 

with their ag retailers 

and water quality 

concerns with farming 

partners.  There were 

67 members of this 

cohort and while most 

did not attend every program, all received an e-mail 

recap of each session.  The majority of the women 

reported this was very helpful and provided sound 

information they can use to make decisions on their 

farms or with farming partners. 

For the second year, Beginning Beekeeping 101 

workshops were held at the Webster County Extension 

and Outreach office. Forty-nine participants attended 

the four-session workshops.   

An advanced beekeeping workshop attracted an 

additional 18 attendees.   
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These workshops helped 

attendees increase their 

knowledge of honey production 

and address the decline of honey 

bees over the last several years.    

Additionally, a Beekeeping Club 

was formed in conjunction with 

these workshops. The club met 

monthly at the ISU Extension and 

Outreach office in Webster County 

and was open to the public. 

 

Health and Well Being 

The Strengthening Families Program For Parents 

and Youth 10-14, targeted 6th grade families. The 

program addressed the challenges faced by families 

as youth transition into adolescence and prepared 

youth as they move from elementary school to a 

middle school or high school environment. 

Research has demonstrated that parents/caregivers 

participating in this program were better able to show 

affection and support and set 

appropriate limits for their 

youth. These parenting skills, 

in addition to the coping and 

life skills taught to the 

participating youth, help 

protect youth from becoming 

involved in substance abuse 

and other problem behaviors. 

Research conducted by the Partnerships in Prevention 

Science Institute found a return of $9.60 for every 

dollar spent implementing the Strengthening 

Families Program: For Parents and Youth 10-14. 

Over 1,000 Fort Dodge families have participated in 

the program since it began in 2002.   

 

K-12 Youth Outreach 

One of the youth development opportunities through 

the Webster County 4-H program in 2016 was the 

Citizenship Washington Focus trip. Twenty-five local 

10th-12th graders traveled with other 4-H’ers from 

Hamilton, Wright and Hardin Counties for their ultimate 

4-H experience to Washington D.C. in June.   

While at the National 4-H Center, they worked with 

other 4-H’ers from different states to strengthen their 

communication, leadership, and citizenship skills on a 

national level. They addressed the importance of civic 

and social responsibilities in the development of better 

citizens and leaders. These Webster County 4-H’ers 

also exchanged ideas, practiced respect, and formed 

friendships with other youth from diverse backgrounds 

all while experiencing hands-on-learning using the 

historical backdrop of our nation’s Capital City.  
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