
The Union County Extension Council guides local educational 
programming by partnering with ISU Extension and Outreach 
staff. From needs assessment through program 
implementation and evaluation of outcomes, the elected 
council represents the issues and people of the county. 

We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and 
children to be healthy. And eventually we want to turn the 
world over to the next generation better than we found it. 
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ISU Extension and Outreach connects the needs 

of Iowans with Iowa State University research and 

resources. We are working with the people of 

Union County for what we all want: a strong Iowa. 

Union County Extension Council

Every Iowa county has an elected extension council 

that guides local educational programming by 

partnering with staff. From needs assessment through 

program implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents the issues and people of the 

county. 

We have identified these local issues as priority topics 
for current and future programming: 

 Community Outreach

 Environment and Ag

 Food, Health & Well Being

 K-12 and Youth Development

Community Outreach 

Union County worked to have a broader outreach by 

partnering with community sources. By teaming up with the 

local Knitting Club, we were able to offer a beginners 

workshop, as well as a county wide knitting project that was 

displayed at the county fair. A monthly workshop was 

implemented with Innovative Industries for their residents. A 

Clover Kids approach was used to help residents create 

projects and crafts.  

Union County continued to work with AmeriCorps by offering 

summer internships. The interns planned and led 14 

summer day camps and reached many non 4-H’ers.  

Over 100 kids benefitted from the camps offered. Camp 

themes included: Harry Potter, Christmas in July, Un-camp, 

and The Hunger Games. They also provided assistance 

during the county fair.  

We also participated in Southwestern Community College’s, 

Community Awareness Day. Over 50 local businesses and 

services took part in the event.  

In addition, Union County Extension joined the local Farm 

Bureau and the Creston Chamber of Commerce, to reach a 

greater audience.  
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Environment and Agriculture 

Continuing education trainings were provided to private and 

commercial pesticide applicators , and manure applicators. 

Field Specialist Aaron Sauegling provided the programming 

for PPAT. Over 125 applicators from throughout the state 

attended the various sessions.  

Union County hosted the 3 State Beef Conference (Iowa, 

Missouri and Nebraska) with programming from Field 

Specialists, Tim Eggers and Chris Clark. Forty people 

attended and the Union County Youth Beef Team helped with 

registration.   

Both the State Corn and Beef Checkoff Referendums were 

offered to county residents. Having local polling sites allowed 

farmers accessibility and ease to cast their vote.  

Annie’s Project returned to Union County. Facilitated by Tim 

Eggers and Haley Jones, the program reached 15 women 

ages 17 to 84.  

A Beekeeping Beginners Basics workshop was offered in 

Spring 2016. Participants gained knowledge to start their own 

colony, what equipment is needed, and basics of disease 

prevention in the hive.  

Food, Health & Well Being 

Barb Fuller, Human Sciences Specialist, Nutrition and 

Wellness, provided ServSafe training & testing.  Barb also 

trained the Americorps interns to led the LIFE program. That 

program was offered weekly  to senior’s through June & July. 

Union County is fortunate to have an in-house, state 

sponsored, Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP). The 

program reimburses registered home care facilities for 

providing health meals. There are 33 providers participating 

currently. CACFP always teams with Human Science specialist 

to provide CIC training and workshops.  

Food Safety & Quality Assurance training is provided annually. 

Union County partners with Clarke County to offer 3—4 FSQA 

workshops each spring, to meet requirements for 4-H and FFA 

livestock exhibitors.  

Union County took part in the “Healthiest State Walk” with 25 

participants.  The walkers strolled the town square in Afton, 

before walking a mile to the Union County Fairgrounds and 

back. Milk, string cheese and crackers were provided afterward 

to “refuel”.  

K-12 and Youth Development

Union County takes pride in its large 4-H program. 2016 saw a 

record enrollment year with 250 participants! There were also 

over 100 Clover Kids enrolled .The Youth Council offered 15 of 

the 4-H’ers another opportunity to participate. They planned 

and hosted the annual 4-H Awards Banquet, volunteered for 

roadside clean up with the local Lion’s Club, hosted a fair 

dance, and gave to the local food bank. Two Union County 4-

H’ers were selected for State Youth Council, and have served 

in various ways. There were also 4 out of 5 applicants selected 

for State Project Awards, and one selected for National 4-H 

Congress. Three 4-H’ers participated in Citizenship Washington 

Focus (CWF).  

Union , Adair, Clarke and Ringgold counties worked together to 

bring the Peterson Farm Brothers to Region 18. The event was 

free to all enrolled 4-H’ers in those counties, thanks  to many 

sponsors.  

Junior Lego League and First Lego League were two more 

ways the youth of Union County were reached. Each league 

had three teams that prepared for competition or exhibition. 

Union County hopes to host a state Lego League event this 

summer.  

SpIn (Special Interest) activities were a great monthly addition. 

Youth could participate in events or activities that they may not 

have normally thought to try. From recording PSAs at local 

radio station KSIB, touring an Atlantic dairy farm, an etiquette 

dinner party and learning how to drive a team of horses, there 

is always a waiting list to participate.  

Farm Chat was implemented this fall to show real time farm life 

experiences to elementary school children. Both East Union 

and Creston Schools joined with Union County for this new, 

technological learning experience.  
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