
The Taylor County Extension Council guides local educational 
programming by partnering with ISU Extension and Outreach 
staff. From needs assessment through program 
implementation and evaluation of outcomes, the elected 
council represents the issues and people of the county. 

We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and 
children to be healthy. And eventually we want to turn the 
world over to the next generation better than we found it. 
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ISU Extension and Outreach connects the needs 

of Iowans with Iowa State University research and 

resources. We are working with the people of 

Taylor County for what we all want: a strong Iowa.  

 

Taylor County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension council 

that guides local educational programming by 

partnering with staff. From needs assessment through 

program implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents the issues and people of the 

county. 

We have identified these local issues as priority topics 

for current and future programming: 

 Economic Development example 

 Food and the Environment example 

 Health and Well-being example 

 K12 Youth Outreach Example 

Private Pesticide Training 

PPAT, or Private Pesticide Applicator Training is a 

yearly refresher course for any pesticide applicator 

wanting to keep their certifications up to date.  

In 2016, Crop Field Specialist Aaron Saeugling hosted 

two trainings in Taylor County. Those two trainings 

hosted and recertified 63 people across Taylor county 

and other regions of Iowa. 

 

Health and Well Being 

Growing Strong Families serves families with children 

prenatal-5 years through home visitation. 40 families 

and 57 children participated in 443 visits this past year.  

97% of families increased their knowledge about child 

development and parenting, 88% of families increased 

or maintained their social supports, and 100% of 

families were connected to additional concrete 
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supports in their community. Growing Strong Families 

provides developmental screenings for children, as 

well as, group connections for both parents and 

children to meet one another. Education and support 

is shared with families in the areas of parenting, 

nutrition, and family finance. Individual support is 

given to each family, and this focus helps families to 

build on their strengths and make goals for future 

success.     

 

Food and Environment 

Nutrition and Health Specialist Barb Fuller offers many 

options to expand your knowledge of healthy eating 

on a budget and a time limit. She offers classes and 

trains for people of all ages and needs.  

One of the most important trainings she offers is the 

ServeSafe® class for all the local food vendors. The 

class teaches all aspects of food safety 

including  personal hygiene, cross contamination, time 

and temperature, cleaning and sanitizing.  

In Regions 17 and 18 the ServSafe® class reached 

259 participants in the year 2016. A total of 13 

nutrition and wellness specialists reached 2,442 

statewide this year. 

 

K-12 Youth Outreach 

Taylor County Youth and 4-H program offers a variety 

of educational opportunities. Five 4-H clubs have a 

total enrollment of 115 4-H members. The clubs are led 

by 8 volunteer leaders.  A total of 38 adults and 25 

youth make up the volunteers serving on 3 

committees. 15 youth currently participate on the 

county youth council. 

52 youth kindergarten through 3
rd

 grade and 8 

volunteers make up the Bedford and Lenox Clover 

Kids program. 

Taylor County hosts the annual Food Safety and 

Quality Assurance program for youth exhibiting 

livestock. Chris Clarke, Livestock Program Specialists, 

presented a diverse program highlight a variety of 

impactful topics for the 69 youth who attended. 

32 youth and 17 adults enhanced their knowledge of 

sheep and goats during a hands-on workshop 

presented by the sheep & goat superintendents. 

Each summer, Taylor County Extension offers a variety 

of day camp opportunities for youth.  26 youth were 

able to develop skills in STEM activities. 

Exhibiting at the Iowa State Fair is an opportunity for 

youth to present their completed yearly projects.  24 

youth represented Taylor County in livestock, static 

and communication judging  
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County Extension Staff 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis of 
age, disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, national 
origin, pregnancy, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, or 
status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Inquiries 
regarding non-discrimination policies may be directed to Ross Wilburn, Diversity 
Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, Iowa 50011, 515-294-1482, 
wilburn@iastate.edu.                                                                         November 2016 
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