
The Tama County Extension Council guides local educational 
programming by partnering with ISU Extension and Outreach 
staff. From needs assessment through program 
implementation and evaluation of outcomes, the elected 
council represents the issues and people of the county. 

We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and 
children to be healthy. And eventually we want to turn the 
world over to the next generation better than we found it. 
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ISU Extension and Outreach connects the needs 

of Iowans with Iowa State University research and 

resources. We are working with the people of 

Tama County for what we all want: a strong Iowa.  

Tama County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension council 

that guides local educational programming by 

partnering with staff. From needs assessment through 

program implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents the issues and people of the 

county. 

We have identified these local issues as priority topics 

for current and future programming: 

 Economic Development  

 Food and the Environment  

 Health and Well-being  

 K12 Youth Outreach  

 

Economic Development 

ISU Extension and Outreach, Tama County, connects 

local businesses with experts to provide local 

community and economic development leaders an 

easy tool to use in order to locate services and build 

online agreements with service providers.Tama 

County Extension and Outreach assists with the 

Women, Land & Legacy project which helps the 

community and local businesses with sustainability. 

 

Health and Well Being 

Tama County partners with local agencies to help 

families make wellness a priority. They do this by 

helping families find balance with busy schedules, work 

with a limited budget, determine priorities and learn tips 

and tools to maintain healthy habits.   

Education is provided on food safety for consumers 

and food handlers to make sure that food is safe.  
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Child care training is provided for  parents and child 

care providers alike to ensure child safety. 

Food and Environment 

ISU Extension and Outreach, Tama County is a 

partner in activities that support the community with 

food system goals and objectives.   

Tama County is a partner in the Tri-County Ag 

Marketing series which helps farmers improve their 

marketing skills and increase the profitability of their 

operation. The Farmland Leasing meeting held last 

summer provided farmers and landowners tools and 

resources to help with leasing decisions.   

Tama County Extension and Outreach helps 

producers and ag professionals stay informed about 

key topics of concern such as the Veterinary Feed 

Directive (VFD). VFD provides guidelines that regulate 

medically important antibiotic use in animal feed.  

Other examples include the commercial and private 

pesticide applicator and manure applicator trainings 

that provide participants the opportunity to maintain 

their certification while learning about safety for 

themselves as well as the environment.   

In response to the growing interest in beekeeping, the 

local Tama office  offered a beekeeping workshop.  

Tama County works with farmer’s markets, consumers 

and producers to provide nutrition education and a 

safe sustainable and affordable food supply.   

K-12 Youth Outreach 

Our future resides with the next generation. In Tama 

County, the ISU Extension and Outreach staff provide 

opportunities, experiences and education to youth in 

the county.   

More than 215 youth are involved in the Tama County 

4-H program.  This  includes seven local 4-H clubs as 

well as two clover kid groups that include children who 

are in kindergarten through the third grade.   

K-12 outreach includes 4-H as well as other 

programming for youth. This is accomplished through 

partnerships with schools, libraries and other 

community groups.   

Some of the activities that youth participated in over 

the past year included: youth county council, Food 

Safety Quality Assurance (FSQA), clover kid 

workshop, summer day camps, junior lock-in, 4-H 

clothing event, fishing seminar, rabbit workshop, swine 

workshop, horse project meetings, Tama county fair, 

safety day at South Tama County Community School 

District, STEM festival, Region 9 junior camp, 4-H 

awards program, 4-H communications event, home 

garden judging and the Iowa state fair. 

The 4-H Youth development program in Tama County 

provides many opportunities for youth to participate.            
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