
The Shelby County Extension Council guides local educational 
programming by partnering with ISU Extension and Outreach staff. 
From needs assessment through program implementation and 
evaluation of outcomes, the elected council represents the issues 
and people of the county. 

We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and 
children to be healthy. And eventually we want to turn the world 
over to the next generation better than we found it. 

Julie Klein 

Extension Council Chair 

ISU Extension and Outreach connects the needs of 
Iowans with Iowa State University research and 
resources. We are working with the people of Shelby 

County for what we all want: a strong Iowa.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nutrition Education 

Katie Knobbe, nutrition and wellness specialist with 

ISU Extension and Outreach demonstrated making 

salsa and a pesto sauce, prepared with fresh garden 

produce from the Garden of Hope. The Garden of 

Hope is a collaborative effort with Christ’s Church, 

West Central Community Outreach and Shelby County 

Extension and 

Outreach; Master 

Gardeners. 

Farmland Leasing 

Meeting 

A farmland leasing 

meeting was held at the ISU Extension and Outreach 

office in Shelby County on August 2nd, 2016 with 20 

local residents in attendance. Shane Ellis, ISU 

Extension and Outreach farm management specialist, 

presented information on current land values, rental 

rates, trends and projections of how values and rents 

might change in the coming year, how to calculate a 

rental rate based on county specific information, the 

variety of leasing arrangements that land owners and 

tenants may use and the expected cost of crop 

production in the coming year.   

After School STEM 

For the third consecutive year ISU Extension and 

Outreach, Shelby County has partnered with the Harlan 

Community School District to provide After School 

STEM for students grades 3-6. Clubs meet once a 

week after school and are taught by certified teachers.  

Club topics range from Food Science to Robotics to 

Crime Scene Investigation. Over 150 youth participated 

during the 2015-16 school year. 
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VITA (volunteer income tax assistance) 

Local IRS trained and certified volunteers completed 88 

tax returns for low to moderate income residents from in 

and around Shelby County for tax year 2015.   

This free service is made available by grants from the 

IRS and Dept. of Human Services, in partnership with 

the Iowa  Center for Economic Success and ISU 

Extension and Outreach, Shelby County. 

Strengthening Families 10-14 (SFP 10-14) 

In the Fall of 2015 the SFP 10-14 program was 

conducted in Harlan. A total of nine adults and nine 

youth attended. Weekly, two-hour sessions included 

separate parent/caregiver and youth skills-building 

followed by a family session where parents/caregiver 

and youth practiced the skills they learned 

independently. Sessions included work on conflict 

resolution and communication, and activities to increase 

family cohesiveness and positive involvement of the 

youth in the family. A Parent/caregiver wrote the 

following regarding the most valuable things they 

learned from the program: 

“To take time and really listen to the youth and to work 

together to problem solve the issues they are having.” 

Afterschool Ag in the Classroom 

In the spring of 2016, 

educators at Shelby 

County Catholic Schools 

partnered with Iowa 

Agriculture Literacy 

Foundation and ISU 

Extension and Outreach, 

Shelby County  to provide 

6 weeks of after school 

Ag in the classroom.  5th 

& 6th grades students toured a local dairy operation, 

organic farm and an agriculture equipment dealer, 

thanks to funding from the Shelby County Farm 

Bureau Federation. Guest speakers presented 

information on bee keeping and careers in agriculture. 

Partnerships 

The work that Extension does would not be possible 

without great community support and partnerships with 

area businesses. Some of these partnerships include: 

Myrtue Medical Center: Farm Safety Day and 

Babysitter CPR/First Aid, Harlan Community Library: 

Summer Reading Program and School’s Out, Shelby 

County Catholic Schools: After School Ag in the 

Classroom and National Youth Science Day,  Shelby 

County Conservation Naturalist: Nature at Night, 

Shelby County Fair Board: Shelby County Fair and 

Summer Day Camps, Elk Horn Public Library: Summer 

Day Camps, Harlan Community Schools: After School 

STEM, SW Iowa STEM Hub. 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis of age, 

disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, national origin, 

pregnancy, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, or status as a 

U.S. veteran. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Inquiries regarding non-

discrimination policies may be directed to Ross Wilburn, Diversity Officer, 2150 

Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, Iowa 50011, 515-294-1482, 

wilburn@iastate.edu.                                                                              November 2016 
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