
The Ringgold County Extension Council guides local 
educational programming by partnering with ISU Extension 
and Outreach staff. From needs assessment through program 
implementation and evaluation of outcomes, the elected 
council represents the issues and people of the county. 

We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and 
children to be healthy. And eventually we want to turn the 
world over to the next generation better than we found it. 

Chris Eaton 

Extension Council Chair 

Carol LaFaver 
Regional Director

ISU Extension and Outreach connects the needs 

of Iowans with Iowa State University research and 

resources. We are working with the people of 

Ringgold County for what we all want: a strong 

Iowa.  

Ringgold County Extension Council

Every Iowa county has an elected extension council 

that guides local educational programming by 

partnering with staff. From needs assessment through 

program implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents the issues and people of the 

county. 

We have identified these local issues as priority topics 

for current and future programming: 

 Connect locals with ISUEO professionals

 Increase ag programming specific to needs

 Promote food safety and healthy lifestyle

 Provide additional educational opportunities for

youth

Economic Development 

Andy Alexander, CIRAS representative from Iowa 

State University and Outreach, works with 

communities and businesses to assist businesses to 

prosper and grow.  Several local businesses took 

advantage of the expertise offered to make a 

difference in how they operated or to acquire new 

contracts and business.   

Health and Well Being 

Food Safety education was shared with many local 

groups throughout the county to prepare them for 

RAGBRAI as it came through the county.  The good 

practice was also beneficial for community activities 

such as AYR Days and the Diagonal Lions weekend 

full of festivities.  Thirty-six people attended the 

education provided. 
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Ringgold County Hospital hosted a Health Fair where 

the public and local businesses/services shared 

information and a variety of activities to influence 

healthy eating, stress management and other useful 

tools of interest.  Ringgold County Extension and 

Outreach featured healthy snacks and flavored fruit 

drinks with natural sweetness.  Approximately 300 

people participated and benefitted from the exhibit. 

The State Initiative Walk was held with a few 

participants enjoying the 10-block walk on a beautiful 

fall day.   Four people participated.  

Food and Environment 

Pesticide applicators—both private and commercial—

were provided their continuing education updates and 

expertise to assist them in their business of farming or 

doing work such as manure management.  108 

individuals received continuing education for their 

licenses.   

The State Corn and Beef Checkoff activities allowed 

local individuals to have a voice in how their money 

benefits them as well as the consumer.  The checkoffs 

are not held annually so it was time for our county to 

have qualified voters share their opinion. 

Farmers had the opportunity to gain information from 

Farm Management Specialist, Tim Eggers, and Beef 

Specialist, Joe Sellers, as they provided education 

regarding vet feed directives, financial tools, and took a 

snapshot of what the needs are in Ringgold county to  

see where Extension can best help.  Additional 

workshops are upcoming to assist with additional 

education.  Twelve participants attended. 

K-12 Youth Outreach

4-H is a high priority in Ringgold County.  The 4-H

program impacted 157 youth in Ringgold County.  A

county-wide Clover Kids program is delivered by

Extension staff for K-3rd graders.  The focus of the

county-wide program was STEM activities.  Some of our

4-H clubs also provide Clover Kids.  The 4-H Club

involvement focuses on learning the skills of leadership,

communication, citizenship and decision making.

Additional leadership is available to senior 4-H members

(9th-12th grade) with a group called 4-H County

Council.  18 4-H members participated—learning to plan

and implement fair activities, making 4-H more visible in

the county thru parade involvement, providing a

pancake breakfast, hosting a 4-H Celebration.  They are

highly valued for giving their time and talents. We are

appreciate  of our 32 4-H volunteers that dedicate their

time to make Ringgold County 4-H what it is today.

Additional Events: 

 sewing workshops were held on school early-out 

dates = 9 youth participants

 Peterson Farm Brothers hosted by Adair, Clarke, 

Ringgold and Union counties 

 Pollinator Day Camp:  2 days of activities to teach 

youth how pollinator works and why it is so 

important; planted a pollinator garden = 12 youth 

participants (partnered with Carver Ambassadors, 

US Fish & Wildlife Service, Ringgold Co. 
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