
ISU Extension and Outreach connects the needs of 
Iowans with Iowa State University research and 
resources. We are working with the people of 
Powehsiek County for what we all want: a strong Iowa.  
 

Poweshiek County Extension Council 
Every Iowa county has an elected extension council 
that guides local educational programming by 
partnering with staff. The council represents the issues 
and people of the county. The Poweshiek County 
Extension Council is made up of the following 
individuals: 
 
Melissa Doty Mike Geiger Dane Lang 
Corey Latcham J.O. Parker Gina McKeag-Hall 
Liz Roberts Dan Doty Janet Dimit 
 
We have identified these local issues as priority topics 
for current and future programming: 
 

Community and Economic Development 
Agriculture and Natural Resources  
Health and Well-Being 
K12 Youth Outreach  

BUILDING A #STRONGIOWA 

Poweshiek County 

Health and Well-Being 
 

Powerful Tools for Caregivers is offered in partnership 
with Grinnell Medical Hospital and Hospice. This program 
was provided to family caregivers in an effort to help them 
develop self-care tools including effective methods for 
reducing personal stress, improving their self-confidence, 
balancing their life, better communicating their feelings, 
making tough decisions, and locating helpful resources.  
Participants were given a Caregiver Handbook which 
includes the tools that were taught during the 8 sessions.  
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Montezuma, IA 50171      xpoweshiek@iastate.edu 

Community and Economic Development 
 

The Poweshiek Leadership Program is an annual 
program that seeks to bring together a diverse group of 
individuals from across the county. The program is done in 
partnership with Iowa Valley Community College, Imagine 
Grinnell, POWI80 and Poweshiek County Extension. This 
program has 450 alumni and continues to grow today. 
 

The goal of this monthly September—May program, is to 
unite emerging leaders from diverse backgrounds, 
increase participants’ knowledge and understanding of 
county issues and enhance each individual’s ability to 
lead. The graduating class concludes their time together 
by organizing a fundraising event.  

Agriculture and Natural Resources 
 

The Lynnville Ag Marketing Club was formed to help 
farmers develop their marketing skills, agronomy 
practices and risk management systems. They hold 
meetings throughout the November-March time frame, 
with attendance ranging from 40 to 100 people.  
Currently, an Ag committee of 9 Poweshiek and Jasper 
County representatives plan each meeting with the aid of 
Steve Johnson, ISU Farm Management Specialist.  
 

This club has numerous partnerships with local banks, ag 
businesses, and commodity groups. Last year’s meeting 

topics included: 
Merchandising Your 
2016 Grain, Crop 
Weather and Marketing 
Outlook, Farming in a 
Vertical Format, and 
Utilizing Cover Crops.  
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We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families 
to be healthy.  Eventually, we want to turn the world over 
to the next generation better than we found it. 

Nathan Crane Ashley Kinkade 
Regional Director 4-H and Youth Outreach Educator

Cathy Lents Tammy Sutfin 
Executive Director Clover Kids and Office Assistant 

Vickie Beyer 
Office Assistant 

K12 Youth Outreach 
Ag Safety Day is an annual program held in the spring for 
Kindergarten-6th grade students. This year’s event was 
hosted by the Brooklyn-Guernsey and Malcom 
Community School District. Over 250 youth and teachers 
participated in 10 different learning stations. Lunch was 
provided by Poweshiek County Farm Bureau.  

Project Lead the Way (PLTW) is an educational program 
that seeks to help students apply 
STEM knowledge and skills while 
completing critical thinking 
exercises. Throughout the 
process, students are engaged in 

tasks and encouraged to learn in nontraditional ways. 
Poweshiek County Extension was able to provide this 
program to the Grinnell-Newburg Elementary Schools via 
an Iowa Governor’s STEM grant. Modules were piloted 
with Kindergarten and 3rd grade classes.  

Entrepreneur for a Day (E4D) 
is a business program that 
teaches basic entrepreneurial 
skills. This program was offered 
to 5th and 6th graders within 
Poweshiek County. Students 
had the opportunity to develop 
important 21st Century skills by creating their own 
business and recording a financial statement for it. 

EV3 Robotics was an active 2016 program in Poweshiek 

County. There were 6 First Lego League teams that 
competed which consisted of 4th-8th graders from across 
the county. Staff also led 3 workshops to help teach youth 
robot programming skills. 

Babysitting Basics was offered as a 6 week course to 
youth in 5th-8th grades in all three Poweshiek County 
communities: Brooklyn, Montezuma and Grinnell.  

Monthly Workshops were offered throughout the county 
for all youth. Workshops were 
designed to teach participants a 
specific skill set. 2016 workshop 
topics included string art, 
communications and leadership.  

The Poweshiek County 4-H Program 
had 5 active 4-H community clubs, with 

27 adult volunteers and 216 active 
youth.   

The Poweshiek County Clover Kids program served over 

218 youth in an afterschool setting. Programs were held 
at Bailey Park Elementary School in Grinnell, Montezuma 
School in Montezuma and BGM Elementary School in 
Brooklyn.  These  groups meet October through April once 
a month with a different area expert facilitating each 
session. Topics include farm safety, wildlife, healthy living 
and soil In June, Clover Kids are invited to attend a Day 
Camp held at Diamond Lake in Montezuma.   

Animal Workshops are offered to provide 
youth with the information need to 
properly care for their animals 

County Youth Council was a leadership group 
for 9th-12th graders that planned events 
including a Kiddie Tractor Pull, an Ice Cream 
Social fundraiser, 4-H Awards Day and a Fun 
Walk/Run at the County Fair. 
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