
 

 

 

 

BUILDING A #STRONGIOWA



K-12 Youth Outreach

Each summer, Osceola county hosts affordable, educational 

camps for local youth. Camps are open to all 1st through 8th 

grade youth, and membership in 4-H is not required. 

During the summer of 2016, camps were based on three key 

themes: Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 
(STEM), Science and Natural Resources, and Creative Arts. 

"We provided a safe, fun, growing environment for kids," 

Selena Rinehart, the 2016 STEM summer educator said. "Our 

camps taught the next generation so many great things 

about collaborative work and the many opportunities our 

world contains!" 

Emily Wielenga, the 2016 Creative Arts summer educator 

added, "Camp participants came from a wide-variety of 

backgrounds and experiences. Some of them struggle in 

school, are class clowns or dominate in every sport; but 

with so many different options, we offered something for 

everyone." 

At camps, youth are empowered to take their academic 

interests beyond the classroom through hands-on activities, 

experiments, guest speakers and local tours. Youth also 

develop interests and hobbies, as well as develop new skills 

through camp experiences. 

During the summer of 2016, Osceola County hosted 16 camps 

throughout the county with over 130 youth participants. 

Sculpture Shop camp participants , led by Emily Wielenga, the 2016 Creative Arts 
summer educator, receive a tour of Sibley's own Timeshapes from owner Jim 
Borden. 

Our Staff 
Cheryl Heronemus 

Regional Extension Education Director 

hero@iastate.edu 

Ashley Peters 

County Youth Coordinator 

akpeters@iastate.edu 

Mackenzie DeJong 

Human Sciences 

Program Coordinator 

mldejong@iastate.edu 

Sandy Lamfers 

Office Assistant 

slamfers@iastate.edu 

Kiley Kaufman 

Marketing Coordinator 

kkaufman@iastate.edu 

Margaret Murphy 

Horticulture Educator 

Regional Food Coordinator 

mmurphy@iastate.edu 

Youth participate in a challenge during the STEM-lympics summer camp in Sibley. 

Health and Wellbeing 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach Osceola County 

provides programming and resources in three key Human 

Science areas - Nutrition and Wellness, Family Finance and 

Family Life. Through partnerships with local organizations, the 

Human Sciences team reached 64 community members 

through 2016 learning with lunch opportunities covering the 

areas of Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs), Financial 

Fitness and Conversations on Aging. 

Human Sciences specialists led discussions on Adverse 

Childhood Experiences (ACEs) with both the Sibley Rotary and 

Sibley-Ocheyedan School teachers and staff. The program 

focused on understanding what ACEs are and how we can 

help youth and adults affected by them. 

Through a partnership with the Osceola Community Hospital, 

Mackenzie DeJong, Human Sciences Program Coordinator 

with ISU Extension and Outreach, was able to bring important 

information to help Osceola County community members 

improve their financial wellbeing. Later in the year, she also 

facilitated a 'Conversations on Aging-Changes for Adult 

Children and their Aging Caregiver Parent' discussion with the 

goal of creating awareness and helping family members 

recognize how caregiving affects relationships among family 

members. 

DeJong said that the local ISU Extension and Outreach Human 

Sciences team is excited about the partnerships they have 

formed in Osceola County and looks forward to the programs 

they have planned for 2017. 

"We had some great learning luncheons in Osceola County 

in 2016, and are excited to offer more in-depth educational 

programming to the county in 2017," DeJong said. 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis of age, 
disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, national origin, 
pregnancy, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, or status as a U.S. 
veteran. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Inquiries regarding non-
discrimination policies may be directed to Ross Wilburn, Diversity Officer, 2150 Beardshear 
Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, Iowa 50011, 515-294-1482, wilburn@iastate.edu.  

November 2016

mailto:wilburn@iastate.edu

