
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach 

connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State 

University research and resources. We are 

working with the people of Muscatine County 

for what we all want: a strong Iowa.  

Muscatine County Extension Council

Every Iowa county has an elected extension council that 

has the responsibility to be a good steward of taxpayer 

dollars, investing in educational programs that address 

local issues.  From needs assessment through program 

implementation and evaluation of outcomes, the council 

represents the issues and the people of the county. 

Research-based programs in the following educational 

areas help Muscatine County citizens solve critical 

issues affecting their lives:  

 4-H Youth Development

 Human Sciences

 Agriculture and Natural Resources

 Community and Economic Development

4-H Youth Development
In 2016 over 450 school-age youth participated

in-school and out-of-school programs. This represents

nearly 1 out of every 17 Muscatine County K-12 youth.

Adult volunteers are an important part in leading the 15 

community 4-H Clubs.  Over 30 volunteers guide 

nearly 275 youth in exploring citizenship, leadership, 

science, technology, engineering & mathematics 

(STEM), communications & the arts.  

An assortment of school enrichment and afterschool 

programs occurred throughout the year.  Several 

examples are:  FIRST Lego® League Junior, a club 

designed to introduce STEM concepts to kids ages 6 

to 10; summer day camps offered in Muscatine, West 

Liberty, and Wilton for youth K-7th grades; and Clover 

Kids Clubs, for K-3rd graders, which are active in 

Muscatine and West Liberty.  Extension staff partnered 

with county libraries and the Muscatine Home School 

Association to offer programming.   
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Our goal and role is education and partnerships designed to 
solve today’s problems and prepare for the future.  We want 
communities to thrive, families and youth to be healthy and to 
build a #StrongIowa! 
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A partnership with the Muscatine Community School 

District, the United Way of Muscatine, and Women 

United led to the implementation of an in-school 

Ricochet program for middle school youth.  

Volunteers facilitate weekly sessions at each Muscatine 

middle school that focus on building leadership, problem 

solving, and team work skills. Over 35 Muscatine 

students are participating. 

Over 35 families are participating in Juntos: Together for 

a Better Education, a program that assists Latino 

youth in graduating from high school by bringing 

together parents, youth, school staff, and community 

partners to promote high school graduation and explore 

possible paths to higher education.  The program 

consists of a series of family workshops, family nights, 

and links families to more opportunities to strengthen 

youth’s life skills through Extension programs.  

Human Sciences 
The Adverse Childhood Experiences Study (ACEs) 

revealed that childhood trauma is common and can 

have a huge impact on future behaviors and health 

outcomes. Extension staff provided training to child care 

providers, teachers, and community members about 

ACEs and how creating environments where children 

feel emotionally and physically safe can improve 

protective factors at home, in schools, and in 

communities.  

Nearly 30 foodservice managers from a variety of 

establishments attended the ServSafe® Food Safety 

Training Program in Muscatine County. The program is 

in partnership with the Iowa Restaurant Association. 

Participants attend an eight-hour class and then take the 

national exam. One class was taught in Spanish. 

In partnership with the Community Foundation of 

Greater Muscatine, Conversations on Aging and 

Finances of Caregiving workshops were offered to 

over 30 community members.   

Buy. Eat. Live Healthy builds knowledge and skills 

to help families make healthy food choices. The lessons 

include activities, worksheets, games, and cooking. 

There are eight core lessons designed to teach the main 

messages of the Dietary Guidelines for Americans 2010 

and MyPlate.  

Agriculture and Natural Resources 

Protecting our environment through Private and 

Commercial Pesticide Applicator and Confinement 

and Commercial Site Manure Applicator trainings.  

Over 175 applicators participated in one of these 

trainings in Muscatine County.  

Master Gardeners extend the mission of Extension 

and Outreach through horticulture-related programs 

and volunteer activity. Nearly 3,000 hours of volunteer 

service was provided in this year, equating to a public 

service value of $66,750. Master Gardeners partnered 

with the Muscatine Island Research Farm to grow and 

donate over 700 pounds of garden produce to the 

Muscatine food pantry.   

Community & Economic Development 

Extension staff, in partnership with the West Liberty 

Chamber of Commerce, collaborated to re-establish a 

local chapter of League of United Latin American 

Citizens (LULAC). A  partnership between Eulenspiegel 

Puppet Theatre, West Liberty Chamber of Commerce, 

and LULAC was formed to host Fiesta West Liberty, the 

first united community event which included a Chamber 

5K, Children’s Festival, and Latino Festival. 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis 

of age, disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, 

national origin, pregnancy, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic 

status, or status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all 

programs.) Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be directed to 

Ross Wilburn, Diversity Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, 

Iowa 50011, 515-294-1482, wilburn@iastate.edu.  

Krista Regennitter 
County Director 

Becki Petersen 
4-H Youth Coordinator

Dana Yerington 
K-12 Outreach Educator

Alyssa McMichael 
AmeriCorps Member 

Shirley Grimm 
Office Manager 

Aracely Martinez 
Youth Program Coordinator 

Kari Paige  
Food Nutrition Program Assistant 

Lupita Saucedo 
West Liberty School Liaison

Muscatine County Extension Staff 

January—December 2016 

mailto:wilburn@iastate.edu

