
The Marshall County Extension Council guides local 
educational programming by partnering with ISU Extension 
and Outreach staff. From needs assessment through program 
implementation and evaluation of outcomes, the elected 
council represents the issues and people of the county. 

We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and 
children to be healthy. And eventually we want to turn the 
world over to the next generation better than we found it. 
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ISU Extension and Outreach connects the needs 

of Iowans with Iowa State University research and 

resources. We are working with the people of 

Marshall County for what we all want: a strong 

Iowa.  

Marshall County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension council 

that guides local educational programming by 

partnering with staff. From needs assessment through 

program implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents the issues and people of the 

county. 

We have identified these local issues as priority topics 

for current and future programming: 

 Access to health foods 

 Food Safefy and Security 

 Youth Garden Education 

 Summer STEM Programming 

Distinguished Service Award 

The Marshall County Extension Council received the 

inaugural Extension Council Distinguished Service 

Award March 8 at Annual Conference in Ames. 

 

Economic Development 

Marshall County participated in the Iowa Department 

of Public Health’s Shop Healthy Iowa: A Latino Health 

Corner Store Initiative. The initiative uses evidence-

based strategies to promote healthy foods in Latino 

food retail stores. Norma Dorado-Robles worked with 

Latino store managers to implement environmental 

changes, a marketing campaign, and complete the 

SNAP EBT certification. Store owners committed to 

store inventory assessments and customer interviews, 

agreed to be interviewed regarding healthy option 

priorities, and arranged time to talk about areas for 

improvement, store promotion and support. Assistance 

was given for implementation of selected action plans. 
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Health and Well Being 

Marshall County Extension offered three ServSafe
®
 

classes for food service professionals during 2016, 

including one class in Spanish. Forty-five English 

speakers and 12 Spanish speakers attended. We also 

had participants who used materials translated into 

Chinese. 

ServSafe
®
 training provides knowledge every food 

service provider must know about food hazards and 

proper food handling practices to keep food safe and 

protect the establishment against the costly nightmare 

of a foodborne illness outbreak.  

Participants learn ways of prevention, regulatory 

requirements, and how to improve food quality.  

Food safety education is a priority to reduce 

foodborne illness outbreaks, which can lead to severe 

illness and even death. 

Legislative change in the Iowa Code began on 

January 1, 2014. Food establishments are required to 

have a Certified Food Protection Manager (CFPM). 

Food and Environment 

Six Marshalltown elementary schools and the YMCA/

YWCA of Marshalltown participated in summer 

gardening programming this year. Youth were able to 

tour the local Isle of Green greenhouses and receive 

assistance with plant selection and garden planning.  

The garden beds are being used as teaching gardens 

for children. Marshall County Extension is teaching 

children about the benefits of gardening. Because 

many of these children don’t have access to gardens 

or fresh produce at their homes, this allows them  

resources to learn the value of gardening. Youth are 

taught the step by step process of how each fruit/

vegetable grows. They get to witness each step by 

caring for the plants.  

Two school garden sites became 4-H clubs and were 

able to exhibit their produce at the Central Iowa Fair.  

K-12 Youth Outreach 

A partnership of Marshall County businesses and 

schools came together to give the opportunity for all 

kindergarten through fourth-grade students to attend 

week-long STEM camps at their neighborhood 

elementary schools. 

The summer STEM camps addressed community 

needs such as affordable summer learning programs, 

additional learning time to assist in bridging the gap of 

summer learning loss, and provide youth with hands-

on learning experiences.  

Youth learn concepts such as teamwork, 

communication, critical thinking, collaboration, 

creativity, persistence, learning from failure, problem 

solving skills, and leadership skills that directly apply to 

the Iowa Core.  

More than 400 Marshalltown youth benefitted by 

attending the 2016 summer STEM camps. 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis 

of age, disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, 

national origin, pregnancy, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic 

status, or status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all 

programs.) Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be directed to 

Ross Wilburn, Diversity Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, 

Iowa 50011, 515-294-1482, wilburn@iastate.edu.  
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