
ISU Extension and Outreach connects the needs 
of Iowans with Iowa State University research and 
resources. We are working with the people of 
Marion County for what we all want: a strong Iowa.  

Marion County Extension Council

Every Iowa county has an elected extension council 
that guides local educational programming by 
partnering with staff. From needs assessment through 
program implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 
the council represents the issues and people of the 
county. 

We have identified these local issues as priority topics 
for current and future programming: 

Positive youth development through youth
leadership, citizenship, and life skills training

Strengthening families

Agriculture productivity

Economic development in communities

Natural resource and environment stewardship

Agriculture Drone Workshop 

An early spring workshop at the Marion County 

Fairgrounds explored different uses of drones or 

unmanned aerial systems (UAS) in agricultural 

applications. The use of drones in agriculture has 

expanding rapidly and the workshop explored sensor 

and imaging capabilities of different fixed wing 

planes and multi-bladed copters. From big data to 

performing routine checks on crops, livestock, and 
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environmental impacts, drones can help farmers 

extract hidden on-farm knowledge. The extension field 

agricultural engineer did a presentation about 

different aerial-camera platforms for a beginner, 

intermediate, and expert UAS user, the status of the 

Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) requirements 

and data analysis programs for farm management. 

Demonstration flights of quad-copter drones over the 

county fairgrounds were provided by an instrument-

rated private pilot. The flights showed users how 
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University SNAP-Ed program to help provide fresh 
produce to low-income families in Iowa. 

The donation garden was planted on Jacob and 
Lauren Petersen’s farm outside of Knoxville. With the 
help of the Petersen’s and the Marion County Master 
Gardeners, a total of 230 pounds of fresh produce 
being donated to the food pantries in Knoxville and 
Pella. Along with the produce, we were able to provide 
handouts for vegetable recipes, such as squash and 
zucchini.  

The donation garden was a success, and we hope to 
continue the program to encourage Master Gardeners 
and other Marion County residents to donate produce 

to our local food pantries. 

4-H Basketball: 75th Anniversary

March of 2016 marked the 75th anniversary of the 
annual 4-H basketball tournament. The tournament is 
held at the Melcher-Dallas High School. It is a 2 day 
tournament in which the majority of 4-H clubs in 
Marion County participate with around 200 youth 
participating in the tournament. 2016 was the fifth year 
that there was also a Clover Kids tournament. Clover 
Kids is a 4-H club for youth Kindergarten through 3rd 
grade. For the third consecutive year the Clover Kids 
tournament ended in a tie.   

The county council, which is a group of senior 4-H 
members, runs the concession stand as a fundraiser 
for county council activities. The tournament itself is a 
fundraiser for general 4-H expenses in Marion County. 

For 75 years, the annual 4-H basketball tournament 
has been a great fundraiser and community event for 
Marion County families to enjoy watching and 

participating in every year!	
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drones can perform aerial image and video capture for 

use in management decisions.	

New 4-H Animal Science Club 

October of 2016 brought about the start of a new 4-H 
club in Marion County. The Animal Science Club is a 
non-traditional 4-H club to help youth learn about 
different species of animals and animal science topics. 
This club focuses on letting youth receive interactive, 
hands on experience with a variety of animals by 
doing a series of activities at the monthly meetings 
along with fieldtrips to local farms.  

The curriculum is focused towards 4th-8th graders 
and youth that do not have livestock experience. The 
purpose of the Animal Science Club is to allow youth 
to gain hands on experience with livestock and other 
domestic animals that they may not get at home.  

We have received a $2,000 grant from FCS America 
to help fund supplies, field trips, and purchase 
curriculum for the club.  

The October meeting kicked off the Animal Science 
Club with a presentation from Dr. Tim Yoder of Tri-
County Vet Clinic in Pella. We had 43 youth in 

attendance and a lot of positive feedback! 

Master Gardener Donation Garden 

In March of 2016, the Marion County Master 
Gardeners received a $1,000 grant to fund a donation 
garden. This grant was given by the Iowa State 
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