
The Mahaska County Extension Council guides local 
educational programming by partnering with ISU 
Extension and Outreach staff. From needs assessment 
through program implementation and evaluation of 
outcomes, the elected council represents the issues 
and people of the county. 

We want communities and farmers to thrive, and 
families and children to be healthy. Eventually we want 
to turn the world over to the next generation better than 
we found it. 

Gary Verploegh      Nathan Crane   

Extension Council Chair        Regional Director   

Families 

Family Storyteller partners with Master Gardeners at 
the Mahaska County Extension office to hold a 6-week 
early literacy program for children 3-5 years old. Family 
Storyteller is a family literacy program aimed at getting 
parents and 
children 
together around 
literacy and 
language 
activities. This 
program uses 
many reading 
techniques such 
as video clips, modeling and take-home activities to 
increase the amount and quality of time parents and 
children spend on literacy activities. By the end of the  
6 weeks each family goes home with six books and 24 

take-home activities.  

Codi Voss 
Mahaska County Educational Programs Coordinator 

Health and Well Being 

The Spend Smart, Eat Smart program provides adults 
with tips and information on how to eat healthier and 
spend less money. The program provides you with 
guidelines on how to get the right servings of each food 
group. The program also provides you with a variety of 
delicious recipes for you to take home to try on your 
families that are inexpensive. You get great ideas on 
menu planning and shopping on a budget.   

Codi Voss 
Mahaska County Educational Programs Coordinator 

BUILDING A #STRONGIOWA

ISU Extension and Outreach  

Mahaska County 
212 North I Street 

Oskaloosa, Iowa  52577 

Phone: 641.673.5841 

Fax: 641.673.0559 

www.extension.iastate.edu/mahaska 

ISU Extension and Outreach connects the needs 

of Iowans with Iowa State University research and 

resources. We are working with the people of 

Mahaska County for what we all want: a strong 

Iowa.  

Mahaska County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension 

council that guides local educational 

programming by partnering with staff. From 

needs assessment through program 

implementation and evaluation of outcomes, the 

council represents the issues and people of the 

county. 

We have identified these local issues as priority 

topics for current and future programming: 

 Economic Development

 Food and the Environment

 Health and Well-being

 K-12 Youth Outreach

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

County Extension Staff 

Codi Voss    
Educational Programs 
Coordinator   

Amy Brainard 
County Youth Coordinator 

Suzette Striegel 
Horticulturist 

Lea DeCook
Office Assistant 

Nathan Crane                    
Regional Extension 
Education Director



Community 

Plant Some Shade 

This is the sixth year 
Mahaska County 
Extension has been a 
partner for Plant Some 
Shade – Oskaloosa 
distribution 
site.  MidAmerican 
Energy partners with the 
Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources in the 
Plant Some Shade 
residential tree-planting 
program, which is designed to work with local county 
conservation boards, resource conservation and 
development councils, and/or county extension offices 
(local project coordinators) to provide affordable and 
desirable landscape trees (3-8’) for residents to 
purchase and plant on their property for long-term 
community reforestation.   

This opportunity was for MidAmerican Energy 
customers, but was not limited to Oskaloosa city 
limits.  There was a maximum of two trees per 
customer; preordering and prepayment were 
required.  Mahaska County Extension provided the 
administrative service and the Mahaska County 
Master Gardeners partnered with Oskaloosa Trees 
Forever for distribution of the Plant Some Shade trees 
on October 15. 

Suzette Striegel 
Mahaska County Horticulturist 

K-12 Youth Outreach 

STEAM is rolling at the Mahaska County Extension 
office… Science, Technology, Engineering, the Arts, 
and Math that is!  The robotics program with Mahaska 
County 4-H has grown 
significantly over the 
past few years.  We 
originally had one 
FIRST LEGO League 
(FLL) team in 2011 
and we currently have 
six active teams.  We 
partnered with the 
Oskaloosa School for 
Christian Instruction to 
coordinate their FLL 
teams and in fall of 2016 those teams became 4-H 
teams.  In 2014, we had one FIRST LEGO League Jr. 
(Jr. FLL) team and in 2015 the program grew to seven 
Jr. FLL teams.  We are making an impact in the lives 
of our youth and introducing them to STEAM and 
potential career paths in engineering through LEGO 
robotics.  After the FLL season ended in winter 2016, 

the volunteer coaches continued with a 4-H Robotics 
club that met through mid-July.  4-H is in the forefront 
of STEM education for our youth in Mahaska County.  
Robotics teaches youth about working together as a 
team, problem-solving, communication, leadership, 
and professionalism; as well as, learning how to 
accurately research a topic and cite sources, utilize 
computers to program robots, and how to speak to 
groups of various sizes, ages, and abilities.  
Information about FLL can be found at: http://
www.extension.iastate.edu/mahaska/news/first-lego-
league.  Another way that Mahaska County 4-H is 
creating interest and engagement in STEAM is through 
an event called, “STEAMfest”.  This event was organized 
and implemented by 4-H Youth Staff in 2015 and will be 
offered again on April 8, 2017.  STEAMfest is a 
community event where youth and families can attend to 
learn more about the areas of STEAM from local 
organizations and businesses who supply interactive 
booths and through stage shows provided 
by the Science Center of Iowa and the local conservation 
office.  

Amy Brainard 
Mahaska County Youth Coordinator 

Day Camp 

“Fun”, “new friends”, “activities”, “games”, & “learning” 
are words that youth have used to describe the 4-H Fun 
Day Camps that have been offered in Mahaska County.  
In June 2016, over 120 youth participated in the 4-H 
Summer Fun Day Camps with topics  ranging from 
babysitting basics and animal science to design and   
veterinary science.  Guest speakers visited many of the 
camps,  including the FLEX truck from ISU for the Design    
Challenge day camp.  Participants were able to learn 
about 3D printing, virtual reality, careers in design & 
STEM, and much more!  
During the Jr. Vet camp,     
participants learned 
about animal care and 
basic veterinary science 
from a licensed      
veterinarian.  Mahaska  
County 4-H Day Camps 
provide youth with    
opportunities to gain life 
skills and learn more about the  4-H program priorities of 
healthy living, STEM, citizenship & leadership, and   
communication & the arts.  We offer day camps primarily 
in the summer, but have offered camps during other 
school breaks during the year.   

Amy Brainard 

Mahaska County Youth Coordinator 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis  
of age, disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, 
national origin, pregnancy, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic  
status, or status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all 
programs.) Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be directed to 
Ross Wilburn, Diversity Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, 
Iowa 50011, 515-294-1482, wilburn@iastate.edu.                        
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