
ISU Extension and Outreach connects the needs 

of Iowans with Iowa State University research and 

resources. We are working with the people of Ida 

County for what we all want: a strong Iowa.  

Ida County Extension Council

Every Iowa county has an elected extension council 

that guides local educational programming by 

partnering with staff. From needs assessment through 

program implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents the issues and people of the 

county. 

We have identified these local issues as priority topics 

for current and future programming: 

 Economic Development example

 Food and the Environment example

 Health and Well-being example

 K12 Youth Outreach Example

Economic Development 

Land leasing meetings in Ida County offers the 

opportunity for both tenants and landlords to learn and 

gain understanding of costs associated with crop 

production in Iowa. ISU Extension and Outreach Farm 

Management Specialist Shane Ellis discussed input 

costs, grain markets and trends that can affect the 

land leases.  He also discussed several lease options 

and the legal requirements necessary to completing or 

in terminating a lease. 

The Ida County Extension Council guides local educational 
programming by partnering with ISU Extension and Outreach 
staff. From needs assessment through program 
implementation and evaluation of outcomes, the elected 
council represents the issues and people of the county. 

We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and 
children to be healthy. And eventually we want to turn the 
world over to the next generation better than we found it. 

Kyle Rohlk 

Extension Council Chair 

Terry Janssen 
Regional Director

Health and Well Being 

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

estimates that 48 million Americans (or 1 in 6) 

experience food-borne illness each year, with 3,000 of 

these resulting in death. ISU Extension and Outreach 

human science specialists in nutrition and wellness 

have made a major effort providing food preservation 

and ServSafe training over the past few years. 94% of 

participants surveyed (31 of 33) stated they learned the 

importance of using tested recipes and felt better 

prepared to do food preservation on their own. 
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Food and Environment K-12 Youth Outreach

In Iowa, 17 million pounds of meat is produced annually 

from 4-H meat animals.  Whether the meat is from a 

fryer rabbit or a market steer is unimportant. What is 

important is that Iowa 4-H’ers provide food that is safe, 
high quality and nutritious, and that they do this in a 
socially and environmentally responsible manner.  4-H 
provides youth the opportunity to learn about not only 
about livestock, but about leadership, citizenship 
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The 2016 Ida County Garden Show had approximately 

50 participants. Additionally, over 100 Private Pesticide 

Applicators and 40 Commercial Pesticide Applicators 

received training in Ida Co. in 2016.  In state-wide post-

program evaluations, applicators were asked if they 

would adopt the pesticide stewardship and safety 

practices presented. In the area of herbicide resistance 

management, 97% (5872 out of 6072) of respondents 

agreed or strongly agreed the session increased their 

knowledge of using the herbicide classification chart. 

County Extension Staff 

and community service. ISU 
Extension and Outreach Ida 
County also provided safety 
training and other camp 
opportunities throughout the year.
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