
The Howard County Extension Council guides local 
educational programming by partnering with ISU Extension 
and Outreach staff. From needs assessment through program 
implementation and evaluation of outcomes, the elected 
council represents the issues and people of the county. 

We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and 
children to be healthy. And eventually we want to turn the 
world over to the next generation better than we found it. 
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ISU Extension and Outreach connects the needs 

of Iowans with Iowa State University research and 

resources. We are working with the people of 

Howard County for what we all want: a strong 

Iowa.  

Howard County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension council 

that guides local educational programming by 

partnering with staff. From needs assessment through 

program implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents the issues and people of the 

county. 

We have identified these local issues as priority topics 

for current and future programming: 

 Economic Development in communities 

 Strengthening families 

 K12 Youth development of productive citizens, 
leaders and communicators 

Economic Development 

100 years of ISU Extension and Outreach service to 
the people of Howard County was celebrated at the 
Mighty Howard County Fair in June 2016.  ISU 
Extension and Outreach and the Howard County fair 
board partnered for a style show featuring 4-H 
uniforms of the past and fashions from local residents.  
Through a Organic Valley partnership, milk and 
cookies were provided to visitors each day in the 4-H 
Building .  A   presentation documenting highlights of 
the 100 years of Extension work in Howard County 
was shown each day of the fair. 
 
In July 2016, Howard County celebrated the Cresco 
Sesquicentennial with a three day event serving 4-H 
malts from the Moo-Mobile.  Local 4-H clubs produced 

and sold malts making profits for their ongoing 4-H 
events and activities. 
Over $4000 was raised for 4-H clubs. 
 
Health and Well Being 

Howard County Extension and Outreach Human 
Science specialists provide a Words on Wellness 
newsletter which is distributed widely in our 
county every month to families, businesses, local 
schools and institutions for their workforce and 
clients. 
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Each year Extension and Outreach provides 
continuing education training for 25 or more local 
day care providers.   Keeping our providers up to 
date, encouraged and inspired to work and make 
sure our smallest county youth have a great start 
in life. 
 
Food and Environment 

The Ag Outlook program reached over 100 
people providing our ag workforce and leaders 
with unbiased knowledge about crops, livestock, 
and market trends.  Making the right agricultural 
decisions is crucial for success.    
 
Keeping our land and water resources safe is top 
priority. Over 40 commercial  pesticide 
applicators and over 250 private pesticide 
applicators were trained in 2016.   
 
Commercial and confinement manure applicators 
are trained each year adding to the land and 
resource protection. 
 
Dr. Ruth Oniang’o and Mary Karanu from Nairobi, 
Kenya while attending the World Food Prize took 
a day trip and visited the Borlaug farm and ISU 
Extension and Outreach in Howard County. 
Honored to compare and share Extension work 
with them.   
 

 
K-12 Youth Outreach 

Howard County has a steady 4-H enrollment of 
over 210 youth in grades 4-12.  Clovers Kids in 
grades K-3 is offered in Cresco, Riceville and 
Elma area reaching 72 students.   
 
Summer Day Camps provide grades K- 6 with 
learning new skills, leadership and confidence 
building for over 110 children. 
 
The 4-H Alumni Committee sponsors an Alumni 
Showmanship at the fair each year.  Funds raised 
go towards 4-H scholarships to graduating 
seniors.  Scholarships in 2016 were awarded for 
$1000. 
 
A new approach was Farm Safety for all 4th grade 
students in Howard county with 132 participating 
in a full day of learning at the Reicks View Ag 
Education Facility. 
 
The Borlaug Foundation partners with ISU 
Extension and Outreach and Iowa State 
University to assist one student each summer 
learn valuable experiences in Extension work with 
an internship for ten weeks.   
 
The  Reicks View Ag Education Facility is an 
exciting new partnership with the Howard County 
Fair Board.  This year 32 students participated in 
raising pigs in the facility and showing at the 
Mighty Howard County Fair.  Youth spent learning 
time in six classroom sessions presented by 
NICC, local vets, industry swine specialists and 
ISU Extension and Outreach specialists.    

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis 

of age, disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, 

national origin, pregnancy, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic 

status, or status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all 

programs.) Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be directed to 

Ross Wilburn, Diversity Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, 

Iowa 50011, 515-294-1482, wilburn@iastate.edu.  
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