
The Harrison County Extension Council guides local 
educational programming by partnering with ISU Extension 
and Outreach staff. From needs assessment through program 
implementation and evaluation of outcomes, the elected 
council represents the issues and people of the county. 

We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and 
children to be healthy. And eventually we want to turn the 
world over to the next generation better than we found it. 

David Cooper 

Extension Council Chair 

Alan Ladd 
Regional Director 

ISU Extension and Outreach connects the needs 

of Iowans with Iowa State University research and 

resources. We are working with the people of 

Harrison County for what we all want: a strong 

Iowa.  

Harrison County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension council 

that guides local educational programming by 

partnering with staff. From needs assessment through 

program implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents the issues and people of the 

county. 

We have identified these local issues as priority topics 

for current and future programming: 

 Economic Development  

 Food and the Environment  

 Health and Well-being  

 Youth and Family Outreach  

Economic Development 

Harrison County Extension and Outreach collaborated 

with five local businesses to help them grow and 

market their products. The Harvest Spoon Tour is a 

unique event that offers tours, samples of local food 

and an unforgettable experience. The goal of this 

collaboration is to grow, promote, enhance and 

increase awareness and passion for local foods and 

its culture.  

Health and Well Being 

ServSafe is a program offered by Iowa State University 

Extension and Outreach that is a certification program 

for food service managers. Harrison County Extension 

and Outreach with the help of our Human Science 

Specialist, Barb Fuller, hosted a ServSafe certification 

course on June sixth that had 18 participants that 

learned about food safety and sanitation.  
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Food and Environment 

In mid-summer Harrison County was the spot of an 

Emerald Ash Borer discovery. The Emerald Ash Borer 

is a small, non-native, emerald green insect thats 

larva stage disrupts the water movement in Ash trees. 

After the discovery we hosted an informational 

session on the Emerald Ash Borer. We had the area 

DNR Forester, an ISU Entomology Professor and 

Iowa Dept. of Ag and Land Stewardship all come and 

present on the topic. They spoke about treatment 

options, tree replacement options and the current 

spread and infestation of the Emerald Ash Borer.  

The Harrison County Master Gardeners spent time 

planting roses and hosta at the Mondamin Public 

Library. In addition, they continued their education by 

watching three webinars about trees and shrubs, 

flowers and butterflies. 

With the assistance of our ISU Field Agronomist Mike 

Witt, Harrison County Extension and Outreach worked 

hard to identify Palmer amaranth and stop its spread 

within Harrison County. We hosted a local meeting 

where Mike Witt talked about the identification of the 

invasive weed and how it spreads from field to field. 

Additionally, we scouted for Palmer amaranth and its 

spread throughout the summer and advised farmers 

on how to control the weed.   

Youth and Family Outreach 

Harrison County Extension partnered with the 

Harrison County Home and Public Health’s Learning 

for Life Program to offer the Family Storyteller 

Program, an early literacy program. The Family 

Storyteller program uses 12 reading techniques, video 

clips, modeling and take-home activities to increase 

the amount and quality of time parents and their 3 – 6 

year old children spend together in literacy activities. 

The sequenced program was offered for six weeks at 

Harrison County Extension & Outreach. After the 

parents learned about the skills highlighted for the 

week, the children joined the parents for the end of the 

session to read the featured book and do one of the 

take-home activities.  By the end of the program the 

families had six books, 24 take-home activities and 

supplies worth $50. Of the six families participating in 

the program, four families attended 4 or more 

sessions!  

The Babysitting Child Care Course is offered to all six 

school districts in Harrison County. The course not only 

teaches youth how to care for infants and children, but 

also how to keep themselves safe when home alone. 

This is something all youth need to know. When 

studying about infants, youth are each given a 

Cabbage Patch doll to practice with. This makes for an 

exciting class with much laughter as they care for the 

doll.  The class continues to be popular each year and 

averages about 75 in attendance. 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis 

of age, disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, 

national origin, pregnancy, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic 

status, or status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all 

programs.) Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be directed to 

Ross Wilburn, Diversity Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, 

Iowa 50011, 515-294-1482, wilburn@iastate.edu.  

 

November 2016 

Thomas Buresh 
County Program Coordinator 
 
Dee Colwell 
County Youth Coordinator 
 
Carole Gorham 
Office Assistant 
 
 
 
 

 
trburesh@iastate.edu 
 
 
colwell@iastate.edu 
 
 
csgorham@iastate.edu 

County Extension Staff 

mailto:wilburn@iastate.edu

