
 
 
 
ISU Extension and Outreach connects the needs 
of Iowans with Iowa State University research 
and resources. We are working with the people of 
Hardin County for what we all want: a strong 
Iowa. 
 
Hardin County Extension Council 
 
Every Iowa county has an elected extension council 
that guides local educational programming by 
partnering with staff. From needs assessment 
through program implementation and evaluation of 
outcomes, the council represents the issues and 
people of the county. 
 
We have identified these local issues as priority 
topics for current and future programming: 

• Economic Development 
• Food and the Environment 
• Health and Well-Being 
• K-12 Youth Outreach 

 
Economic Development 
Thirteen women participated in “Money Talk”, a 
financial course for women. The Hardin County 
Banker’s Association provided a $30 scholarship to 
each participant to assist with the course fee. 

Hardin County Extension celebrates 100 Years of 
Extension. Pictured (left to right) are Darwin Miller, 
Hardin County Extension Administrator; Francis Fritz, 
Treasurer; Valerie Cook, Secretary; Scott Bahr, Chair; 
Jo Duncan; Jennifer Mitchell, Vice Chair; Jeff Roll; 
Rich Wrage, Region 8 Director; Allen Tibbs; and Bob 
Dodds, Assistant Vice President for County Services. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our goal is to help communities and farmers thrive and 
families and children to be healthy. We intend to turn the 
world over to the next generation better than we found it.  
Scott Bahr  
Extension Council Chair 
 
Darwin Miller  
County Extension Administrator  

 
ISU Extension and 
Outreach, Hardin County  
524 Lawler Street  
Iowa Falls, IA 50126  
641-648-4850 or 1-888-648-5005  
www.extension.iastate.edu/hardin 

BUILDING A #STRONGIOWA 

One hundred and thirty landowners, farmers and 
agribusiness professionals attended a Farmland Leasing 
Meeting held at Hamilton Auditorium on the Ellsworth 
Community College campus in Iowa Falls Aug. 9. The 
meeting was conducted by ISU Extension and Outreach – 
Hardin County and sponsored by the Hardin County 
Bankers Association. Kelvin Leibold, Farm Management 
Specialist, spoke on cost of production, land value and 
rent surveys, the Farm Bill and farm leases. 
 
Two hundred farmers and agribusiness professionals 
attended the North Central Iowa Crop and Land 
Stewardship Clinic in Iowa Falls Dec. 29. Fifty-five area 
business partners provided free admission and lunch to 
those attending and 25 agribusinesses participated in an 
ag fair held in conjunction with the event. Farmers report a 
$5/ acre advantage from participating in the clinic. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Health and Well Being 
 
On June 9, 107 senior citizens attended a Senior 
Information Fair with ISU Extension and Outreach – 
Hardin County being a lead partner. Among the 
presenters were ISU Extension and Outreach Human 
Sciences Specialists Barb Wollan and Holly Van Heel. 
Participants viewed displays from 26 vendors and 
attended discussions on senior issues. Sponsorship 
from local businesses and agencies made the event 
free to the public.  
 
In April, 12 people participated in the “Healthy Meals 
in a Hurry” program. Participants learned time-saving, 
cost-conscious tips for healthy meals. They prepared 
healthy entrees and learned how to make 
convenience meals healthier. 
 
Hardin County Extension hosts the monthly Women, 
Infants and Children (WIC) Clinic for northern Hardin 
County. The clinic serves 62 low income families.  
ISU Extension and Outreach information such as 
“Words on Wellness” and “Healthy Homemade Meals: 
2017 Nutrition and Fitness Calendar” were provided. 
  
The fifth annual Family Fest was held May 7 at the 
fairgrounds in Eldora with 360 people attending. 
Participants visited with agencies providing family 
services and received a free Hardin County Resource 
Directory. Children were entertained by Blank Park 
Zoo, Stahl Petting Zoo, Llamas Forever and the 
Mudpuppies Band. ISU Extension and Outreach – 
Hardin County was a lead partner in the event. 

Food and Environment 
 
Five local Master Gardener students were trained 
during the fall and will complete their internship during 
2017 by completing 40 hours of volunteer service, 
helping make Hardin County a more attractive place 
to live. 
 
Twenty-four home gardeners attended food 
preservation workshops held at the Extension Office 
Aug. 4. Holly Van Heel, Extension Nutrition and Health 
Specialist, taught methods of safe food preservation 
including canning, freezing, dehydrating and pickling.  
 
K-12 Youth Outreach 
 
Two hundred 4-H and Clover Kids youth participated in 
the Hardin County Fair, exhibiting live animals and 
static projects. Youth learned valuable life skills from 
judge’s comments and from working cooperatively with 
adult leaders, parents and other youth. 4-H members 
volunteered time working in the 4-H food stand during 
the fair and learned communication, organizational and 
customer service skills. They also learned skills in food 
safety and put that knowledge in to practice. 
 
Six Hardin County 4-H’ers toured the Iowa State 
Capitol and met with State Representatives Pat 
Grassley and Dave Deyoe on March 22. They also 
learned Iowa history and some of the well-known icons 
in our state at the Iowa Hall of Pride. 

County Extension Staff 
 
Darwin Miller Teresa Stansbury 
Administrator                     Bookkeeper 
 
Lori Hardman Kelvin Leibold * 
Youth Coordinator            Farm Mgt. Spec. 
 
Jodie Bonewitz  Rita Schoeneman 
Office Assistant    Office Assistant 
 

* ISU Extension and Outreach staff member at 
Hardin Office 

 
 
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis 
of age, disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, 
national origin, pregnancy, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic 
status, or status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all 
programs.) Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be directed to 
Ross Wilburn, Diversity Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, 
Iowa 50011, 515-294-1482, wilburn@iastate.edu. 
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