
ISU Extension and Outreach connects the needs 

of Iowans with Iowa State University research and 

resources. We are working with the people of 

Hancock County for what we all want: a strong 

Iowa.  

Hancock County is Home to Nine 

FIRST LEGO League Clubs 

Hancock County has seen substantial growth in their 

robotics program. In addition to our 9 clubs we offer  

several camps during the summer months to introduce 

youth to the area of robotics, allowing them to see if 

they are interested in joining a club in the fall. Offered 

in the summer of 2016 were Intro to Robotics, 

Robotics 101, Advanced Robotics and a Train the 

Trainer class for coaches. New this year our program 

expanded to include both the communities of Garner 

and Britt. This fall we started with 5 FIRST LEGO 

League teams ranging from 6-10 members per team.  

Due to the amount of youth on our waitlist, two new Jr 

FLL clubs were added, now making a total of 4 junior 

clubs. We are excited to make a difference in the lives 

of youth with STEM programs and look forward to 

continued growth.     

Hancock County Partners to Bring 

FARMHER to Northern Iowa 

Marji Guyler-Alaniz the Founder and President of 

FarmHer, joined us and five other neighboring counties 

on November 10th, at Diamond Jo Casino in 

Northwood, IA. We had a total of 150 participants 

attend the event, with 22 being from Hancock County. 

The evening was for women to come together to share 

a meal and conservation with other women in the ag 

industry, and to learn about what we have to offer at 

Extension and Outreach.  

Marji talked about her background, and how she left 

the cooperate ag world to discover FarmHer. She 

shared stories about her life growing up, and the 

women she has visited, along with showing clips from 

her TV show that airs on RFD TV. Marji began shining 

a light on women in agriculture in 2013 by the use of 

photography. Marji commented “the women who don’t 

think of what they do as anything extra special, they 

usually have the best stories.” Marji enjoys finding what 

makes every farm woman’s story unique!  
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Hancock County K-12 Youth Outreach 

Family Fun Night 

Hancock County’s first Family Fun night was held in 

partnership with more than 11 local seed dealers and 

Veterans Memorial Rec Center. We hosted more than 

200 family members for an evening of pizza, bingo, 

basketball tournaments, youth craft tables, face 

painting, and entertainment by Hanson Family Shows, 

a local juggling and unicycle show. The evening was 

designed to give families an opportunity to socialize 

on a cold winter night, learn more about what 

Extension and Outreach has to offer, and to create 

meaningful memories as a family. 

 

 

 

 

Summer Explorations  

Hancock County has been able to offer many summer 

workshops in addition to at least one workshop each 

month during the school year. Workshops are made 

possible by partnerships with more than 14 

businesses and topic area experts. Our Summer 

Explorations provides a chance for us to show our 

citizens what we have to offer at Hancock County 

Extension and Outreach.  

Here is a small sample of the things we were able to 

teach to more than 400 youth that attended our 

workshops: how to read an X-ray, what makes good 

soap bubbles, how dirt is made and what makes good 

dirt, upcycling jeans into a purse, how corn is turned 

into ethanol, robot programming, the art of acting and 

what goes on behind the scenes, how to set up tents, 

and crafts from cultures around the world.   

Substantial Growth Shown in Hancock 

County’s Youth Outreach Program 

For grant reporting in 2014 we held 11 workshops/

camps/tours reaching 156 youth. For the same grant 

reporting in 2016 we held 26 workshops/camps/tours 

reaching 436 youth. During this 2 year period we have 

shown a 236% growth in the number of workshop/

camps/tours offered, and a 279% increase in the 

number of youth reached.   

 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis 
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status, or status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all 
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Ross Wilburn, Diversity Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, 

Iowa 50011, 515-294-1482, wilburn@iastate.edu.  
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Hancock County Extension Council  

The Hancock County Extension Council guides local 
educational programming by partnering with ISU 
Extension and Outreach staff. From needs assessment 
through program implementation and evaluation of 
outcomes, the elected council represents the issues 
and people of the county. 

We want communities and farmers to thrive, and 
families and children to be healthy. And eventually we 
want to turn the world over to the next generation better 
than we found it. 
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