
BUILDING A #STRONGIOWA 
 

 
ISU Extension and Outreach connects the 
needs of Iowans with Iowa State University 
research and resources. We are working 
with the people of Greene County for what 
we all want: a strong Iowa. 
 
Extension Council 
 
Every Iowa county has an elected extension 
council that guides local educational 
programming by partnering with staff. They work 
in conjunction with county staff, regional and 
state specialists, and campus resources to bring 
Iowa State University to Greene County. 
 
We have identified these local issues as priority 
topics for current and future programming: 

• Economic Development  
• Food and the Environment 
• Health and Well-being 
• K12 Youth Outreach   

 
Economic Development 
 
Greene Leadership 2016 focuses on maximizing 
individual strengths and skills that translate to 
enhanced professional development and 
increased community involvement. The five-week 
program had 21 participants who met to explore 
Understanding Ourselves and Others, Leadership 
101, Communicating & Listening, Stress in the 
Workplace, and Leadership Today-Legacy 
Leadership.  
 

 

ISU Extension and Outreach                           
 

Greene County  
104 West Washington 
Jefferson IA 50129 
 (515)386-2138  
www.extension.iastate.edu/greene 

The Greene County Extension Council guides local 
educational programming by partnering with ISU Extension 
and Outreach staff. From needs assessment through 
program implementation and evaluation of outcomes, the 
elected council represents the issues and people of the 
county. 
 
We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families 
and children to be healthy. And eventually we want to turn 
the world over to the next generation better than we found it. 
 
Tom Heater 
Extension Council Chair 
 
Terry Torneten 
Regional Director 

 



 

Health and Well Being 
 
Strong programming supporting families in 
Greene County included:  
 VITA free tax preparation service  
 KIDS with a Connection mentoring program  
 Child care provider trainings  
 ServSafe Food Safety Certification course  
 Family Storyteller early literacy program for 

preschoolers & their families  
 
An exciting 
new addition 
to Greene 
County was 
STEAM Clubs 
for 5th-7th 
graders in 
June and 
July. Youth took the first step to becoming a 
Master Chef with Kids in the Kitchen, learned 
crime-solving techniques in CSI: Crime Scene 
Investigation, and engaged in design and 
programming electronic devices with Robotics. 
 
Food and Environment 
 
Agriculture and Natural Resources are a vital part 
of programming in Greene County: Education 
was provided through: 
 Commercial & Private Pesticide Applicator 

trainings   
 Annual Farm Lease meeting  
 Master Gardeners Caravan Tour in Boone & 

Story Counties  
 Successful community programs on Monarch 

Butterfly Habitat, Winterizing Your Roses, 
and the summer webinar series 

 
A series of Ag Coffees was hosted for farmers 
and other Ag professionals. Topics included Crop 
and Livestock Market Outlook, How to Read Your 
Soil Test Results, Water Quality & the Nutrient 
Reduction Strategy, and Securing Your Farm 
Property.  

K-12 Youth Outreach 
 
4-H and youth programs 
impact our community 
now and far in to the 
future. Greene County 
ISU Extension and 
Outreach programs 
included:  
 Babysitting Basics  
 Design and planting 

for flower bed with 
Master Gardeners  

 Community service 
project donation of 409 books and games to Greene 
County Adopt-a-Family for the holidays  

 4-H New Member Night featuring learning, bowling 
and pizza fun  

 Awards Day at Deal’s Orchard in October for family 
fun and recognition of outstanding young leaders  

 Welcomed our new county youth and 4-H 
coordinator, Kayla Hyett  

 Greene County Fair was the culmination of hard work 
for many with static, livestock, communication, and 
fashion contests  

 Over 30 static exhibits were shown at the Iowa State 
Fair, plus10 kids showing livestock, Share the Fun, a 
working exhibit and the Communications contest 

 
Clover Kids serves Kindergarten-3rd graders, allowing 
them to explore 4-H and be ready to move to their own 
clubs. Exciting additions in 2016 were static projects for 
the County Fair, showing a calf through Cattle Kids, and 
poultry and rabbit care/showing with birds and bunnies. 

County Extension Staff 
 
Lori K. Mannel  
County Director                       
 
Kayla Hyett  
County Youth and 4-H Coordinator       
 
Sue Richardson  
Families Coordinator               
 
Laura Ballard  
Office Manager 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis 
of age, disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, 
national origin, pregnancy, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic 
status, or status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) 
Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be directed to Ross Wilburn, 
Diversity Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, Iowa 50011, 515-
294-1482, wilburn@iastate.edu. 
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