
 
 
 
 
 

ISU Extension and Outreach connects the needs 
of Iowans with Iowa State University research 
and resources. We are working with the people of 
Franklin County for what we all want: a strong 
Iowa. 
 
Franklin County Extension Council 
 
Every county in Iowa has an elected extension 
council that guides local educational programming by 
partnering with staff. From needs assessment 
through program implementation and evaluation of 
outcomes, the council represents the issues and 
people of the county. 
 
The following have been identified as signature 
issues for current and future programming: 
 

Economic Development  
 

Food and the Environment  
 

Health and Well-being  
 

K12 Youth Outreach  
 
Economic Development 
 
Over 50 land owners and tenants attended our 
Farmland Leasing Meeting in August.  Extension 
Farm Management Field Specialist, Kelvin Leibold, 
presented on several topics including current land 
value, cash rental rate surveys, the cost of production 
estimates and calculating a fair cash rent for 2017.  
Kelvin also gave an update on the Farm Bill and 
shared other ISU Extension web-based and other 
resources.   
 
Health and Wellbeing 
 
Franklin County Families Program Assistant, Barb 
Ristau, provides one-on-one financial and nutrition 
counseling to clients who are struggling to develop 
healthy habits in these areas.  Barb regularly meets 
with clients and provides them with resources and 
support in the area of budgeting and fiscal planning.  
She also counsels them on how to stretch their 
dollars at the grocery store while eating healthy.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Franklin County Extension Council guides local 
educational programming by partnering with ISU 
Extension and Outreach staff. From needs assessment 
through program implementation and evaluation of 
outcomes, the elected council represents the issues 
and people of the county. 
 
We want communities and farmers to thrive, and 
families and children to be healthy. And eventually we 
want to turn the world over to the next generation 
better than we found it. 
 
Gary Stenzel  
Extension Council Chair 
 
Donovan Olson  
Regional Director 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
ISU Extension and Outreach Franklin County 
3 First Ave NW 
Hampton, IA 
50441 
641-456-4811  
www.extension.iastate.edu/franklin

BUILDING A #STRONGIOWA 
 



 
 

 

 

K-12 Youth Outreach 
 
New this year to Franklin County was the Veggie 500 
Races.  Debuting at the Franklin County Fair and the 
Harriman Nielsen Fall festival over 60 kids participated in 
this new and exciting race. Youth were provided with a 
choice of garden vegetables (cucumber, squash, 
potatoes, carrots, etc.), a set of wheels and decorating 
supplies.  They had 45 minutes to assemble and create 
their vehicle.  “Cars” were then raced using the bracket 
system until there was one car left.  A fun time was had 
by all and this event will definitely be making a return in 
the future. 
 
Youth Programming 2016 at a Glance 
 
14     Active 4-H Clubs 
277   4-H Members 
27     4-H Club volunteers 
33     Program events 
20     Afterschool Science Club participants 
30     Science Club Sessions 
4       Volunteers 
86     Clover Kids 
10     Clover Kid Volunteers 
2       Day Camps 
24     Day Camp Participants  
6       Volunteers 
 
Whew! That’s a lot of youth being impacted by Franklin 
County K-12 Outreach! 
 

  

 

County Extension Staff 
 
Michelle Sackville   
County Director      
 
Jackie Dohlman  
County Youth Coordinator       
 
Traci Kloetzer  
Office Manager      
 
Barb Ristau 
Families Program Assistant  
 
Kim Booth 
Afterschool Program Coordinator 
 

 
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does 
not discriminate on the basis of age, disability, 
ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital 
status, national origin, pregnancy, race, religion, sex, 
sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, or status as 
a U.S. veteran. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all 
programs.) Inquiries regarding non-discrimination 
policies may be directed to Ross Wilburn, Diversity 
Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, 
Ames, Iowa 50011, 515-294-1482, 
wilburn@iastate.edu. 
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Food and the Environment 

A ServSafe class was held in Hampton this 
past April with fifteen participants. ServSafe is 
a short course about food safety for 
foodservice managers. The ServSafe 
certification meets the new food safety rules 
that were adopted by the Iowa Department of 
Inspection and Appeals and went into effect 
January 1, 2014.  

The rules protect Iowa consumers by requiring 
food establishments to have a certified food 
protection manager to oversee the safe 
handling, preparation, and service of food 
items in most food establishments. Research 
in Iowa and across the country indicates that 
food establishments with a certified food 
protection manager are less likely to have 
violations that could lead to foodborne illness.  
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