
The Dickinson County Extension Council guides local 
educational programming by partnering with ISU Extension 
and Outreach staff. From needs assessment through program 
implementation and evaluation of outcomes, the elected 
council represents the issues and people of the county. 

We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and 
children to be healthy. And eventually we want to turn the 
world over to the next generation better than we found it. 

Susan Reiser   Cheryl Heronemus 
Extension Council Chair  Regional Director 

ISU Extension and Outreach connects the needs of 

Iowans with Iowa State University research and 

resources. We are working with the people of 

Dickinson County to build a strong Iowa.  

Dickinson County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension council that 

guides local educational programming by partnering 

with staff. From needs assessment through program 

implementation and evaluation of outcomes, the council 

represents the issues and people of the county. 

We have identified these local issues as priority topics 

for programming to help build a strong Iowa: 

 Economic Development  

 Food and the Environment  

 Health and Well-Being  

 K-12 Youth Outreach  

Economic Development 

This year marked 100 years of ISU Extension service to 

the people of Dickinson County. We celebrated with a 

proclamation presentation on the courthouse square, 

where many of the early 4-H and fair events had been 

showcased. Celebrations continued throughout this 

year’s fair with clubs hosting activities and ISU venues 

of the Insect Zoo, the Conservation Station, and a 

Swine Commodity Carnival coming from campus. Trivia 

contests and centennial prizes were provided and a 

commemorative Red Wing Crock was commissioned. It 

was an exciting year celebrating the outreach from the 

University and continuing to build a strong Iowa!  

Food and Environment 

ISU Extension Forester, Jesse Randall, was busy this 

fall with calls, questions, and eventually a trip to Gull 

Point State Park to address concerns with oak trees in 

the Lakes Region. About 150 property owners attended 

the meeting to learn more about Bur Oak Tree Blight. 

Randall described browning leaves, small black fungi 

and early leaf drop as signs of the disease. Fungicide 

treatment in May/June was a recommendation for some 

trees. Unfortunately, many oak trees in the area are old, 

severely stressed, and susceptible to further damage 

from insects.  Randall explained, “Each tree needs to be 
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This fall, Sweers complimented the gardening activities 

with programs on Cooking with Fresh Vegetables & 

Herbs; Picky Eaters; and My Plate for Children. 

A bounty of partnerships, educational programming, and 

positive youth development initiatives are making a 

healthy and strong Iowa in Dickinson County.  

 

K-12 Youth Outreach 

Extension collaborated with the YMCA’s Kinship Program 

and Okoboji Community Schools. Utilizing ISU’s early 

literacy programs, adults gained skills and confidence to 

help young children understand basic reading and 

language concepts leading to greater success in school.  

Trained volunteers met once a month with children to 

read classic books that “EVERY child wants to hear and 

read over and over again,” according to kindergarten 

teacher Susan Ostrum. Her testimonial is quoted here… 

“The students receive a book packet each month from 
Extension. The books are just amazing. Along with the rich 
literature, the lessons are aligned with the Common Core and 
what I am teaching in my classroom. Each packet also contains 
a take-home packet and an outline of what was read at school, 
suggestions for activities to do at home, and a craft project. 
EVERYTHING you need is in the packet, and the children get to 
keep it all! 
 

I would highly recommend this Reading Buddies Program to 
ANY teacher! It helps to keep students excited about books and 
reading. It improves their listening, speaking and reading skills 
in a fun, exciting way, and we all know that reading success is 
KEY to being all around successful in school.” 
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diagnosed on a case-by case basis.”  Several treatments 

may be needed or in severe cases the tree may need to 

be cut down and replaced. Don’t panic! Consult a tree 

arborist to get an accurate diagnosis and specific next 

steps. Recommendations for Bur Oak Blight are online at 

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/forestry/publications/

PDF_files/BOB%20tree%20evaluation%20sheet.pdf  

 

Health and Well Being 

Dickinson County Extension was planting the seeds for a 

“strong Iowa” this spring with a new program for 

childcare providers called “Gardening with Children”.   

ISU Nutrition & Wellness Specialist, Renee Sweers 

partnered with Master Gardener, Jill Jennings to train 35 

providers on garden-themed activities. They learned 

about container gardening, taste testing activities, crafts, 

and literacy initiatives designed specifically for childcare 

environments. They discovered ways to promote healthy 

lifestyles, social development and environmental 

stewardship with experiential learning activities.  

Interest in children’s gardens grew into a summer 

partnership with Local Foods Coordinator, Margaret 

Murphy, and 3 ISU Rising Star Interns. This Extension 

team worked with Little Hands Daycare & Preschool to 

design a 4x4 container garden in front of the center.  

The children were engaged in all steps from building the 

box to filling it with soil, planting the vegetables, herbs & 

flowers, watering, and harvesting. Parents, passersby, 

staff and children watched it grow. 
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