
  

 
ISU Extension and Outreach connects the needs of 
Iowans with Iowa State University research and 
resources. We are working with the people of  
Delaware County for what we all want: a strong 
Iowa. 
 
Delaware County Extension Council 
 
Every Iowa county has an elected extension council 
that guides local educational programming by 
partnering with staff. From needs assessment through 
program implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 
the council represents the issues and people of the 
county. 
 
We have identified these local issues as priority topics 
for current and future programming: 

• Economic Development  
• Food and the Environment  
• Health and Well-being 
• K-12 Youth Outreach 

 
Economic Development 
 
2016 was host to many new partnerships and 
opportunities for ISU Extension and Outreach Delaware 
County and the surrounding communities.   
 
Area businesses took advantage of the opportunity to 
gain customer service training at the Customer Service 
and Hospitality Training held in November in 
Manchester.  Area business leaders attended the two-
hour interactive workshop put on by ISU Extension and 
Outreach specialists.   
 
Health and Well Being 
 

“Gardening with Children” childcare provider 
training was hosted in the county in May. Cindy 

Baumgartner had 18 
attendees for this 
program! This program 
helped to promote healthy 
lifestyles, early learning 
experiences, social 
development, and 
environmental 
stewardship among preschool children. Childcare 
providers were engaged in experiential learning 
gardening activities!  
 
“Making the Most of Your Money” was held in 
March.  The training focused on making the most of 
your resources.  Individuals evaluated their 
spending, were given suggestions to reduce 
spending, and were provided with local community 
resources.   
 
Nutrition and Wellness Specialist Cindy 
Baumgartner held two local ServSafe courses for 
Foodservice Managers and Workers in 2016. 
Twenty-three people attended these certified 
trainings.  
 
Susan Taylor, human sciences specialist in family 
finance hosted many budgeting, credit, and more 
courses in the county. The trainings helped 
participants learn to identify their priorities in 
spending and the importance of credit history

The Delaware County Extension Council guides local 
educational programming by partnering with ISU Extension 
and Outreach staff. From needs assessment through program 
implementation and evaluation of outcomes, the elected 
council represents the issues and people of the county. 
 
We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and 
children to be healthy. And eventually we want to turn the 
world over to the next generation better than we found it. 
 
Roger Helmrichs 
Extension Council Chair 
 
Paul Mariman 
Regional Director 
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Food and the Environment 
 
Local dairy producers 
gathered in Ryan at River 
Valley Coop in February, 
for the annual Dairy Days 
program presented by ISU 
Extension and Outreach 
specialists.  The program 
offered producers an 
opportunity to hear up-to-date information and talk 
with specialists about their operations.  Ryan 
Veterinary services partners with ISU Extension and 
Outreach Delaware County to sponsor this annual 
program.   
 
Five Farm Safety Day 
Camp sessions were 
held throughout the 
county in the spring and 
fall.  These day camps 
were held for preschool 
to 2nd and 7th grade 
students. Local partners 
provided financial and education assistance to help 
facilitate these day camps.  These programs 
provided education, training, and resources to make 
farm life safer and healthier for children and the 
community!  

 
Delaware County Master 
Gardeners welcomed four 
new Master Gardener 
interns to their active group 
this fall. The group now has 
over 40 active members who 
donate their time to 
educational programs like 
Mondays in March, Growing 
in the Garden, and much more. The group also 
works to maintain and grow public garden projects 
throughout the county. In 2016, the group donated 
over 1,500 volunteer hours to community projects 
and education!   
 
K-12 Youth Outreach 
  
In 2015-2016, 365 4-H members were active in 16 
clubs throughout the county. 4-H members dedicated 

their head, heart, and hands to their communities to 
help build a strong Iowa.   
 
Many county workshops and 
member trips were held 
throughout the year for the 
members. Workshops held 
were two sewing workshops, 
$15 Challenge workshop, a 
swine project workshop, two 
visual arts workshops, horse 
project workshops and safety 
trainings, a photography 
workshop, dog project 
workshops, a poultry and 
rabbit project workshop, and 
record book workshops!  
 
Trips Delaware County 4-H 
members took last year 
included an intermediate trip 
to The Cave of the Mounds 
and the Henry Vilas Madison, 
WI Zoo, a junior trip to Camp 
Shalom in Maquoketa, and the 
CWF: Washington, D.C. trip.   
 
Youth in the county also 
participated in day camp 
education programs. Eight-
day camps were held 
throughout the year for youth 
ranging from Kindergarten to 
eighth grade. Some of the fun included computer 
coding, art explosion, physics, fishing and archery 
and much more!  
 
Maquoketa Valley High School piloted a new 
Leadership Mentoring Program with its freshman 
students and senior mentor leaders. The program is 
designed to engage students through research-based 
activities to develop their 21st century skills and help 
students transition to high school. The yearlong 
program saw growth from the freshman students and 
their senior mentors. 

County Extension Staff 
Jade Hargrafen  
County Program Coordinator     
 
Kenzie Griffin 
County Youth Coordinator       

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis of 
age, disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, national 
origin, pregnancy, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, or 
status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Inquiries 
regarding non-discrimination policies may be directed to Ross Wilburn, Diversity 
Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, Iowa 50011, 515-294-1482, 
wilburn@iastate.edu. 
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