
 
 
 
ISU Extension and Outreach connects the needs 
of Iowans with Iowa State University research 
and resources. We are working with the people of 
Decatur County for what we all want: a strong 
Iowa. 
 
Decatur County Extension Council 
 
Every Iowa county has an elected extension council 
that guides local educational programming by 
partnering with staff. From needs assessment 
through program implementation and evaluation of 
outcomes, the council represents the issues and 
people of the county. 
We have identified these local issues as priority 
topics for current and future programming: 
 

Food and the Environment-Support of local 
producers and agribusinesses with certification 
training 

 
Health and Well-being- ServSafe® Training; 
Gardening with Children 

 
K12 4-H and Other Youth Outreach-Summer Camps  

 
Food and the Environment-Applicator 
Certification 
 
Annually, the Decatur County ISU Extension and 
Outreach office offers re-certification sessions for 
producers with private pesticide applicator training 
sessions for crop producers and confinement site 
manure applicator training for swine producers. In the 
commercial area, commercial pesticide applicator 
training is offered in several categories of application 
and manure applicator training is offered for commercial 
manure applicators. This year, 45 private pesticide 
applicators, 30 commercial applicators, and two 
confinement site manure applicators were served at the 
local office. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Decatur County Extension Council guides local educational 
programming by partnering with ISU Extension and Outreach staff. 
From needs assessment through program implementation and 
evaluation of outcomes, the elected council represents the issues  
and people of the county. 
 
We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and 
children to be healthy. And eventually we want to turn the world 
over to the next generation better than we found it.  
Lori Schwalbe  
Extension Council Chair 
 
Carol LaFaver  
Regional Director 
 
 
Private Pesticide Applicator Training is a face-to-face meeting 
involving an Extension and Outreach crops field specialist. 
The other sessions involve videos produced and provided 
through the Iowa State University Pesticide Safety Education 
Program (PSEP) or Manure Management Program and 
shown in the local county office. Besides providing for 
recertification of applicators, these programs cover the safe 
handling and application of these materials as well as best 
practices to optimize crop protection and production while 
minimizing impact on the environment. Producers and 
applicators express gratitude for being able to access these 
programs locally. 
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County Extension Staff 
 
Jack Van Laar  
County Program Coordinator     
 
Kala Leeper  
County Office/Program Assistant      
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Health and Well-Being- ServSafe® Training 
 
According to the World Health Organization, most 
foodborne illnesses come from improper cooking of food, 
temperature abuse of food, poor health and hygiene 
practices among food handlers, cross contamination 
between raw and cooked foods, and obtaining food from 
unsafe sources. Reducing foodborne illness by 10% 
would prevent 5 million Americans from getting sick each 
year. ISU Extension and Outreach provides ServSafe® 
training, a certification program through the National 
Restaurant Association. About 1000 Iowans participate in 
this program each year, including 16 at a June 2016 
training session in Decatur County. As a result of this ISU 
Extension and Outreach to Families program, 92% of the 
1,000 statewide participants have become certified in 
safe food handling practices. In addition, there is 
increased knowledge and favorable attitudes toward 
practicing safe food handling behaviors.  
 
Health and Well-being for Families-Gardening 
with Children 
 
ISU Extension and Outreach to Families also presented 
a Gardening with Children program in conjunction with 
the Central Decatur School District and funding from 
CPPC. Parents and their preschoolers read a children’s 
gardening book, made a seed tape, tasted fruits and 
veggies, planted strawberries, and created their own 
placemat among other fun learning activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
K-12 Youth Outreach- Decatur County 4-H 
Summer Camps Provide Engaging 
Opportunities for Youth 
 
In the summer of 2016 Decatur County Extension 
offered 16 summer day camps that attracted 176 K-6th 
grade youth who participated in one or more 
educational opportunities with topics including STEM, 
Arts, Sewing, Foods, Astronomy, and the Outdoors. 
Forty-two percent of these youth have not been 
previously involved in 4-H clubs or Clover Kids (K-3). 
 
Youth participants completed evaluations after each 
camp with 95% reporting they had fun at these camps 
and 89% reporting learning new things. Youth also 
reported what they liked about these camps indicating 
everything from volcanoes to canoeing, to making 
hummingbird feeders and nail polish, to making aprons 
and building rockets. 
 
Parents and Guardians also completed surveys with 
100% agreeing their children enjoyed the camps and 
89% saying their children learned something new. 
Parents also shared the following comments: 
 

• Thank you for all the hard work putting these 
together-(Nice) to have something like this for 
kids during the summer. 

• Great offering camps multiple times; great 
variety of camps; and great instructors 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the 
basis of age, disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital 
status, national origin, pregnancy, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, 
socioeconomic status, or status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all prohibited bases 
apply to all programs.) Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be 
directed to Ross Wilburn, Diversity Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill 
Road, Ames, Iowa 50011, 515-294-1482, wilburn@iastate.edu. 
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