
The Crawford County Extension Council guides local 
educational programming by partnering with ISU Extension 
and Outreach staff. From needs assessment through program 
implementation and evaluation of outcomes, the elected 
council represents the issues and people of the county. 

We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and 
children to be healthy. And eventually we want to turn the 
world over to the next generation better than we found it. 
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session.  The program covered basic financial 

management, spending and savings plans, and local 

resources. 

Safety of the food we eat is an important part of our 

overall health and well-being.  ISU Extension & 

Outreach Crawford County offers ServSafe®, an 

educational certification program for food service 

managers developed by the National Restaurant 

Association Educational Foundation.  This certification 

allows for restaurants and food establishments to 

comply with the Iowa Food Code.  Over 196 people 

were reached through 15 different courses. 

BUILDING A #STRONGIOWA 

ISU Extension and Outreach connects the needs 

of Iowans with Iowa State University research and 

resources. We are working with the people of 

Crawford County for what we all want: a strong 

Iowa.  

Crawford County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension council 

that guides local educational programming by 

partnering with staff. From needs assessment through 

program implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents the issues and people of the 

county.  We have identified these local issues as 

priority topics for current and future programming: 

 Economic Development 

 Food and the Environment 

 Health and Well-being 

 K-12 Youth Outreach 

Economic Development 

Community Garden Plots are available to citizens 

of Crawford County every growing season.  

Developed from a partnership with DMU, these 

garden plots allow for individuals to grow their own 

produce.  We see these plots to be used in the future 

to provide fresh produce to food banks within 

Crawford County. 

Health and Well Being 

Financial well-being contributes greatly to the overall 

health and well-being of individuals.  “Your Money, 

Your Future” Budget Lesson 1: Planning to $tay 

Ahead was presented as a translated, one-hour 
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What better way is there to engage people in learning 

about food safety than a Food Safety Fair? 20 staff 

from Denison Community Schools attended the safety 

fair which covered the topics of cleaning and 

sanitizing, hand washing, thermometer calibration, 

and food storage. 

Food and Environment 

New and Beginning Farmer night focused on state 

and USDA programs designed to help new and 

existing farmers find the capital resources to start or 

expand their operation.  35 individuals attended this 

workshop to better create successful agricultural 

enterprises.  

We continue to serve as the local host for Private and 

Commercial Pesticide Applicators Trainings 

(PPAT/CPAT) to support the Iowa Department of 

Agriculture and Land Stewardship (IDALS). Through 

these classes, participants are given the most up-to-

date research regarding the use of pesticides and 

herbicides, as well as best practices for protecting the 

environment while still protecting their yields. 

Food safety is a huge responsibility for everyone in 

the food chain, beginning with livestock producers.     

4-H members participating in meat or dairy animal 

projects completed Food Safety and Quality 

Assurance (FSQA) training to become more 

knowledgeable about good production practices in 

order to provide consumers with safe, wholesome, 

and high quality food. 

As part of a state-wide initiative to spread awareness 

of Palmer amaranth, an informational meeting was 

held in Crawford County to educate producers on 

identification, biology, and management of Palmer 

amaranth in conservation 

plantings and row crop 

conditions.  14 individuals 

were in attendance while 

an additional 3 scheduled 

on-farm visits to scout for 

Palmer amaranth. 

K-12 Youth Outreach 

Parent involvement and academic support is critical for 

youth to succeed in school.  Juntos para una Mejor 

Educación (Together for a Better Education) 

program helps Latino parents learn how they can help 

their children be successful in school, as well as help 

parents and youth realize 

the long-term benefits of 

graduating from high school 

and participating in higher 

education.  5 families with a 

total of 15 individuals 

graduated at the conclusion of the six-week program.  

A Tractor Safety course was offered for youth to 

receive certification to safely operate tractors and other 

machinery.  8 youth successfully passed this course to 

receive their certification. 

4-H continues to endure as the biggest program for 

youth in Crawford County through ISU Extension & 

Outreach, as there were 356 youth enrolled in the 4-H 

Youth Development Program, 82 of which enrolled 

in Clover Kids.  4-H is a national organization that 

empowers youth in grades 4-12 to reach their full 

potential by working and learning in partnership with 

caring adults. 

Many of our youth do not know 

or understand the importance of 

agriculture in their lives.  ISU 

Extension & Outreach of 

Crawford County partnered with 

Crawford County Farm Bureau 

to host Ag Days for the seventh-

graders of Crawford County. 248 

seventh-graders learned about the 

impact of agriculture in their daily 

lives through 8 educational stations 

highlighting various industries of 

agriculture.  At the end of the day, youth had greater 

knowledge and appreciation for agriculture in Crawford 

County and the state of Iowa. 
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