
We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and 
children to be healthy. And eventually we want to turn the 
world over to the next generation better than we found it. 

Allan Rogis Heather Coyle 

Extension Council Chair County Extension Director

ISU Extension and Outreach connects the needs of 

Iowans with Iowa State University research and 

resources. We are working with the people of 

Clinton County for what we all want: A Strong 

Iowa.  

Clinton County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has a nine-member elected 

extension council that guides local educational 

programming by partnering with staff. From needs 

assessment through program implementation and 

evaluation of outcomes, the council represents the 

issues and people of the county. 

We have identified these local issues as priority topics 

for current and future programming: 

 Economic Development

 Health and Well-being

 Food and the Environment

 K-12 Youth Outreach

Economic Development 

Through memberships and partnerships with Clinton 

Area Chamber of Commerce, Clinton Regional 

Development Corporation, DeWitt Chamber and 

Development Corporation we work together to further 

business retention and expansion. Extension has 

representation on a number of committees including 

Workforce Development, Existing Industry Business 

Retention and Expansion and Business Development. 

ISU Extension and Outreach has provided current 

research on retail trade, market analysis and input for 

a Highway 30 Four-Lane Corridor study. 

Health and Well Being 
Iowans with lower incomes often eat fewer healthy 

foods than those with higher incomes. Buy. Eat. Live 

Healthy builds knowledge and skills to help 

families make healthy food choices. A total of 20 

individuals graduated from the 8-week program in 

2016. Exit surveys indicate participants increased 

consumption in fruits, vegetables, whole grains, low fat 

dairy and physical activity. In addition, 84% of 

participants incurred food savings and 55% increased 

their understanding of food safety. 

Food and Environment 

Manure, Commercial, and Private Pesticide 

Applicators were provided opportunities to learn 

more about protecting the environment through 

sessions offered by the Clinton County Extension.  

Over 300 operators and applicators served. 
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Master Gardeners extend the mission of Extension 

and Outreach through horticulture programs and 

volunteer activity. This year over 2,500 hours of 

volunteer service and education were provided. This 

represents a public service value of more than 

$56,000.  A few examples of service and education 

provided this past year were, the annual plant sales in 

Clinton and DeWitt, the Garden Walk in June, Master 

Gardener Day at the fair in July and Monarch 

Migration event in September. We continue to have 

many MG volunteers assist at the Outdoor Learning 

Classroom in DeWitt and the Arboretum in Clinton. 

Over 100 food service managers from a variety of 

establishments attended ServSafe® Food Safety 

Training Program in Clinton County. The program is a 

nationally-recognized food safety certification program 

from the National Restaurant Association.  The 

trainings are offered in partnership with the Iowa 

Restaurant Association. Participants attend an eight-

hour class and then take the national exam. Scoring 

75% or higher on the exam is needed to receive 

certification. 

K-12 Youth Outreach

Over 560 school age youth participated in school and 
afterschool programs. This represents nearly 1 out of 
every 14 Clinton County K-12 youth. They participated 
in an assortment of educational programs that are a 
minimum of six hours.

Adult volunteers are an important part in leading 15 

community 4-H Clubs. Nearly 35 volunteers guided 

over 300 youth in learning citizenship, leadership, 

science, technology, engineering and mathematics, 

communications and the arts. 

Established partnerships with local businesses and 

schools provided 215 youth with educational 

opportunities in science, technology, engineering and 

mathematics, Farm to Table and Local Government.  

Trips were hosted to locals farms, grocery stores, the 

county courthouse and the County STEM Fair. Youth 

organizations including Clinton Community School 21
st
 

Century program, CTC Adventure Zone Summer Day 

Camp and the Clinton YWCA were partners in our 

programming efforts.  

School and after school programs are provided by 

AmeriCorps members. AmeriCorps is a network of 

local, state and national service programs that provide 

service hours to meet community needs in education, 

the environment, public safety, health and homeland 

security. Clinton County Extension and Outreach is 

part of that network. Locally, we have partnered with 

Clinton Community Schools in their 21st Century After 

School Program as well as Central DeWitt School 

District, Northeast and Cal-Wheat schools to provide 

STEM programming and outreach programs.  Nearly 

200 youth have been served this year.  

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis 

of age, disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, 

national origin, pregnancy, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic 

status, or status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all 

programs.) Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be directed to 

Ross Wilburn, Diversity Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, 

Iowa 50011, 515-294-1482, wilburn@iastate.edu.  
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