
The Clayton County Extension Council guides local educational 

programming by partnering with ISU Extension and Outreach 
staff. From needs assessment through program implementation 

and evaluation of outcomes, the elected council represents the 
issues and people of the county.

We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and 
children to be healthy. And eventually we want to turn the 
world over to the next generation better than we found it.
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ISU Extension and Outreach connects the needs 
of Iowans with Iowa State University research 
and resources. We are working with the people of 
Clayton County for what we all want: a strong 
Iowa. 

Clayton County Extension Council 
Every Iowa county has an elected extension council 

that guides local educational programming by 

partnering with staff. From needs assessment 

through program implementation and evaluation of 

outcomes, the council represents the issues and 

people of the county. 

We have identified these local issues as priority topics 

for current and future programming: 

• Economic Development Day Camps Create 
Multi-Generational Friendships   

• Master Gardener Classes 
• Family Wellness Series 
• Summer Day Camps & Reading Literacy 

Economic Development 
Day Camps Create Multi-Generational Friendships   
This year Clayton County Extension teamed up with 

two assisted living facilities to create “Camp Lend-a-

Hand”.  27 K-3rd graders spent a day at a senior 

assisted living center playing, crafting and gifting their 

time to others.

The first camp was held on June 13 at the Eagle 

Ridge Assisted Living Center in Guttenberg  nine 

participants brightened many faces by making table 

and door decorations, leading exercises and reading 

to the residents, as well as helping to pass out 

snacks. On June 17 eighteen youth attended the 

camp at the Garden View Senior Community Center 

in Monona. They made pinwheel table decorations 

with some of the residents, designed wreaths for door 

decorations and planted flowers for the

Center.  One of the highlights of the camp was the 

photo booth as youth visited the rooms of the 

residents and took photos with them. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Health and Well Being 

A Family Wellness series was held in June with 
participants attending three sessions. Those sessions 
were led by Laura Liechty, Cindy Thompson and Jill 
Weber discussing the three areas of well-being: 
Financial, Mental and Physical (nutritional). 
Participants enjoyed hands on learning with quick 
and easy meals, a grocery store tour and learning 
how 5 minutes 
can help you 
reset your mental 
state of mind. 
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BUILDING A #STRONGIOWA 

ISU Extension and 
Outreach day camps 
offer the chance for 
hands-on experiments, 
activities, games, 
adventures and most 
of all—FUN for youth 
of all ages.



Food and Environment 
Master Gardeners Classes were held this fall. 
There were eight trainees. They all attended Class 
on Campus in Ames, which is an all-day 
educational event led by ISU and Extension staff 
with hands on learning as well as having the 
experts in person to answer questions. In Elkader, 
Bob Hauer taught about Herbaceous 
Ornamentals. We had a field trip to Turkey River 
Farm where Natasha Hegmann and Kayla Koether 
taught about Vegetables, Herbs and mushrooms. 

In the picture the group 
is planting garlic at 
Turkey River Farm. 
Janet Benejerdes 
brought houseplants in 
to the office to teach 
about succulent plants. 
They also attended 
Adobe Connect classes 
to learn about other 
gardening topics. All 
eight student passed 
their post assessment 
test and are now Master 
Gardener interns for 

2017. 

K-12 Youth Outreach
Summer Day Camps & Reading Literacy
This summer when a K-3rd grade student attended a 
Clayton County ISU Extension and Outreach summer 
day camp, they received a book to take home.
A book to read is a vital to the education of all 
children, but especially important to low income 
families.  In middle income households the ratio of 
books to each child is 13:1 and in low income 
households the ratio is 300:1. (Dr. Connie Beecher, 
Assistant Professor, School of Education, Family 
Literacy, “Multiple Approaches to Increasing 
Literacy”) In 2014 14.9% of Iowa children under the 
age of 18 were living below poverty level.  In Clayton 
County 16.8% of children under the age of 18 were 
living in poverty. Books were purchased to match up 
with our camp themes.  During the day camp, the 
book was shared and read by the camp leader.  208 
books were given to 103 youth to take home and 
read during June, July & August. The feedback on 
this project was very positive by both parents and 
children.
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Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis of 

age, disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, national 

origin, pregnancy, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, or 

status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Inquiries 

regarding non-discrimination policies may be directed to Ross Wilburn, Diversity 

Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, Iowa 50011, 515-294-1482, 

wilburn@iastate.edu. 
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