
The Cerro Gordo County Extension Council guides local 
educational programming by partnering with ISU Extension 
and Outreach staff. From needs assessment through program 
implementation and evaluation of outcomes, the elected 
council represents the issues and people of the county. 

We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and 
children to be healthy. And eventually we want to turn the 
world over to the next generation better than we found it. 
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Extension Council Chair 
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Regional Director

ISU Extension and Outreach connects the needs 

of Iowans with Iowa State University research and 

resources. We are working with the people of 

Cerro Gordo County for what we all want: a strong 

Iowa.  

Cerro Gordo County Extension Council

Every Iowa county has an elected extension council 

that guides local educational programming by 

partnering with staff. From needs assessment through 

program implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents the issues and people of the 

county. 

As we celebrate 100 years of Extension in Cerro 

Gordo County, we continue to bring research-based 

information and programs to our community to help all 

of us make the best choices for a Strong Iowa. 

Economic Development 

Cerro Gordo County Extension worked closely with 

City officials to provide information on local business 

development. Through a partnership with Ag Ventures 

Alliance and Farm Bureau, we are offering the Young 

Farmers program, bringing relevant and practical 

education and ideas to help our young agriculture 

professionals thrive in challenging times. Our Family 

Sciences programs are helping people plan for their 

retirements, care for aging parents and families by 

teaching best practices in fiscal responsibility and 

planning. We are also involved in community 

development initiatives in surrounding cities and 
counties through the support of campus programs 
such as Ag Urbanism, Local Foods, and Community 

Economic Development.  

Health and Well Being 

Starting with the very young, we continue to reach out 

to elementary school children through our “Pick a 

Better Snack” program. With the inclusion of the newly 

built Learning Greenhouse funded through multiple 
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In partnership with Blue Zones Project, we have 

improved the community gardens program through the 

inclusion of better water access, an additional garden 

site, and increased enrollment.  This next summer, we 

will offer horticulture classes through our 4-H 

programs, providing a garden plot for hands-on 

experiences in 

gardening and 

workshops, and will 

be working with local 

schools to support 

their curriculum. 

One of the more emergent topics this past year has 

been the involvement of women in agriculture. Toward 

that end, we have offered programs through 

partnerships with Women, Land, and Legacy, the 

Women Food & Ag Network, the FarmHer program, 

and ISU Extension and Outreach. These programs 

included topics about women farmers, soil and land 

conservation, land ownership, and leasing. As 

farmland increasingly transitions ownership to women, 

topics such as these and more are becoming of 

paramount importance.  

The North Iowa Food Coalition is a diverse group of 

individuals from many sectors of the community that 

are involved in some way with food, nutrition, and 

healthy life styles. Our office is involved with this group 

to provide support in areas of edible landscapes, 

community gardens, and incubator farms. Our reach 

through this coalition extends to many communities 

both in and outside of Cerro Gordo. If you see a new 

fruit tree or raspberry patch along your favorite walking 

path, you might want to thank the coalition! 

K-12 Youth Outreach

Our office would like to introduce 

Kelsey Warner as our new CYC.  She 

has been with us since June 2016 

and has really hit the ground running.  

A graduate of ISU with a degree in Ag 

ducation and Life Sciences, she has 

previously had appointments with Ag 

& Natural Resources on campus and 

with the 4-H office in Story County.  

Kelsey has already lead us through the 

North Iowa Fair, various 4-H trips, 

camps, and other events, and has 

taken on the “Pick a Better Snack” 

program. Ms. Warner has many great 

ideas for the coming year and we are 

fortunate to have her in our office! 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis 

of age, disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, 

national origin, pregnancy, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic 

status, or status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all 

programs.) Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be directed to 

Ross Wilburn, Diversity Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, 

Iowa 50011, 515-294-1482, wilburn@iastate.edu.  
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Food and Environment 

In this part of the country, in many ways food IS the 

environment. This past year our office worked with the 

Mason City Chamber Ag Business sub-committee to 

put on a Farm City week expo at the Music Man 

Square. Through this expo, we were able to showcase  

an number of Ag Businesses that illustrates how 

closely our urban and rural areas are tied together to 

feed our neighbors, communities, and the world.  The 

day was marked by exhibits, a locally-sourced lunch, 

and the “Who Wants to be a Farmer” game show that 

provided great questions and answers about the great 
things our farmers do every day. 

Cerro Gordo County Extension Staff 

grants from Wellmark and 
others, we plan to extend 
good nutrition and healthy 
life choices through the 
utilization of this facility for 
middle schoolers and 
adults alike. 
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