
We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and 
children to be healthy. And eventually we want to turn the 
world over to the next generation better than we found it. 

Alan Beyer Jeffrey Macomber 

Extension Council Chair Regional Director

ISU Extension and Outreach connects the needs 

of Iowans with Iowa State University research and 

resources. We are working with the people of 

Cedar County for what we all want: a strong Iowa. 

Cedar County Extension Council

Every Iowa county has a nine member elected 

extension council that guides local educational 

programming by partnering with staff. From needs 

assessment through program implementation and 

evaluation of outcomes, the council represents the 

issues and people of the county. 

We have identified these local programs as priority 

areas for current and future programming. 

 Economic Development

 Health and Well Being

 Food and the Environment

 K12 Youth Outreach

Economic Development 

Since October 1, 2014 Cedar County Economic 

Development Commission (CCEDCO) and Iowa State 

University Extension and Outreach have had a 

Memorandum of Understanding. This agreement 

provides CCEDCO a person to serve as Executive 

Director and Cedar County Extension and Outreach a 

community economic development specialist. This 

partnership helps accomplish the shared vision in 

improving community prosperity, standard of living 

and quality of life through planning and development.   

Health and Well Being 

Families with low or moderate income could face 

financial challenges that might impact basic needs of 

life. Your Money, Your Goals, provided non-profit 

groups, clergy, volunteers, and social service providers 

the knowledge to assist clients/members with their 

financial management concerns. The course taught 

several Cedar County participants how to guide families 

in identifying financial values, how to develop spending 

plans, learn strategies to savings and the management 

of credit accounts. 

Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACES) are 

traumatic events that occur in a child’s life that are 

linked with a higher risk of experiencing medical, 

psychiatric and social issues into adulthood. Over 35 

individuals consisting of day care providers, school 

staff, social service providers, parents and involved 

community members attended a workshop where they 

were introduced to what ACEs are and increased their 

awareness of the ACEs study and the science behind it. 
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Food and Environment 

Manure Applicators, Commercial Pesticide and 

Private Pesticide Applicators were provided 

opportunities to learn more about protecting the 

environment through sessions offered by Cedar County 

Extension.  Over 250 operators and applicators were in 

attendance of these sessions. 

Master Gardeners extend Iowa State University 

Extension & Outreach consumer horticulture education 

through volunteer activity. Nearly 330 hours of 

volunteer education and service was provided by two 

Cedar County Master Gardeners this year. This 

represents a value just over $7,340.  Some examples 

of service and education provided were:  Information 

sharing during the Cedar County Fair, produce from 

their gardening project shared with the Senior Citizen 

Center, opportunities for youth to learn about 

caterpillars and butterflies along with providing answers 

through local Extension Hortline. 

Power Up for Summer Fun is a combination of the 

Summer Food Program and VERB in Cedar County.  

This program provides free meals and an activity to 

youth 0-18.  This past summer we partnered with 

organizations who assisted with delivering and serving 

of meals and activities. They also helped in preparing 

meals and financial support.  We served 995 meals to 

youth at two sites, Tipton Park and Tipton Middle 

School.  The youth enjoy the meals and the social 

interactions that were available through this program. 

K-12 Youth Outreach

Over 1,100 school age youth participated in club, 

school and afterschool programs. This represents 

nearly one in every three Cedar County K - 12 youth. 

They participated in an assortment of educational 

programs that are at least six hours in length. 

Adult volunteers are an important part in leading 14 

4-H Clubs.  Nearly 35 volunteers guide over 250

youth in learning citizenship, leadership, healthy living,

science, technology, engineering and mathematics

(STEM) and communications and the arts.

SPARK (STEM Projects Are Really “Kool”)  helps 

enrich the school curriculum. Extension staff partnered 

with Tipton, Durant and Bennett Elementary Schools. 

Lessons ignite a spark of invention and innovation, 

creativity and imagination to open young minds to the 

possibilities of STEM.   

Summer Discovery was a multi-day camp provided 

in Clarence, Durant, Mechanicsville, Tipton and West 

Branch.  Over 95 youth (K-5
th
 grade) have been 

served through this opportunity. 

Pint Size Science provided learning opportunities 

for over 215 pre-school youth in Durant, Tipton and 

West Branch. Pint Size Science helped grow 

appreciation and knowledge of the STEM program. 

Strengthening Families Program for 10 – 14 year 

olds was implemented in Tipton and Durant. Overall 

10 parents and 12 youth participated. The series helps 

parents learn nurturing skills that support their 

children, how to effectively discipline and guide their 

youth, gives youth a healthy future orientation and an 

increased appreciation of their parents/caregivers, and 

also teaches youth skills for dealing with stress and 

peer pressure. 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis of 

age, disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, national 

origin, pregnancy, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, or 

status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Inquiries 

regarding non-discrimination policies may be directed to Ross Wilburn, Diversity 

Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, Iowa 50011, 515-294-1482, 

wilburn@iastate.edu.  

Joyce Coppess, Office Administrator 
coppess@iastate.edu  

Betty Ellerhoff, Finance Manager
bettye@iastate.edu   

Teresa Bohlmann, K-12 Outreach Educator
tbohlman@iastate.edu 

Dionne Daedlow, Families and Youth Educator
daedlow@iastate.edu 
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