
ISU Extension and Outreach connects the needs 
of Iowans with Iowa State University research 
and resources. We are working with the people of 
Calhoun County for what we all want: a strong 
Iowa. 

Calhoun County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension council that 
guides local educational programming by partnering with 
staff. From needs assessment through program 
implementation and evaluation of outcomes, the council 
represents the issues and people of the county. 

We have identified these local issues as priority topics 
for current and future programming: 

• Family Finance
• Child Care Provider Training
• Emerald Ash Bore Detection and Prevention
• Life Skills and Careers

Economic Development 

Nine adults participated in the November 4, 2015 
“Planning To Stay Ahead: Holiday Spending” 
workshop led by human sciences specialist in family 
finance, Carol Ehlers. This new program with “Your 
Money, Your Future” utilized ISU Extension and 
Outreach family finance resources ‘Planning to Stay 
Ahead’ but was tailored to the holiday theme. The 
session covered basic financial management, 
spending plan, credit and a review of consumer 
resources.  

The Calhoun County Extension Council guides local educational 
programming by partnering with ISU Extension and Outreach 
staff. From needs assessment through program implementation 
and evaluation of outcomes, the elected council represents the 
issues and people of the county.

We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families 
and children to be healthy. And eventually we want to turn 
t he world over to the next generation better than we found it.

 Don Westering
Extension Council Chair

 Terry Janssen
Regional Director

All participants indicated they used a system to track 
their spending and after the workshop they were able 
to identify leaks in their spending habits. Before 
leaving the workshop, 67% of the participants 
indicated they had written financial goals to work on 
for the following year with 50% indicating their goals 
included a plan for occasional expenses such as car 
registration and holidays.  
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Health and Well Being 

The Early Childhood Environmental Rating Scale – 
Revised (ECERS-R) is used nationally to assess quality 
in an early childhood care group. The ECERS-R tool 
assesses the various interactions that go on in a 
classroom between childcare staff and children, co-
workers, parents, and other adults, among the children 
themselves, as well as the interactions children have 
with the many educational materials and activities in the 
environment. The assessment has been found to be 
more predictive of child outcomes than staff to child ratio, 
group size, cost of care, and even type of care, in either 
a child care center or family child care home. 

In April, 2016, five Calhoun County childcare providers 
attended the 4-session series in Rockwell City. All the 
participants indicated they were able to use the scale to 
identify good and excellent care. Providers also reported 
making these changes:  

• Meeting with staff to discuss changing layout of 
rooms to provide more privacy space for 
children.

• Evaluating the schedule to add more free play.
• Letting children select individualized arts and 

crafts, rather than having all children do the 
same thing.

• Looking for additional space to add soft 
furnishings.

• Now allowing children to help out more during 
meal times. 

Food and Environment 

On February 25, 2016, Dr. Jesse Randall, Iowa State 
University Extension and Outreach forester, educated 25 
Calhoun County residents on the current state of the 
Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) in Iowa, treatment options for 
EAB, as well as removal and replant options. Participants 
went away with a better understanding of how to identify 
the insect as well as the EAB disease. In addition, 
Randall discussed how to select healthy trees, how to 
correct pot bound root systems, and how to plant, 
maintain, and prune trees.  

On March 12, 2016, the 14th annual Backyard Gardener 
Program was held in Rockwell City. Thirty-four 
participants attended sessions that covered several 
different gardening subjects. Presenters included Dr. Bob 
Hartzler, ISU professor and extension weed scientist, who 
spoke about the Iowa Monarch Conservation Consortium; 
Angie Jergens and Marie Buse, Yard N' Garden, who 
spoke on starting flowers from seeds; and Michelle Witte, 
Thistle Down Nursery, who spoke about selecting 
perennials that will thrive in the shade.   

K-12 Youth Outreach

ISU Extension and Outreach partnered with Farm Bureau 
to offer 7-8 grade students in the South Central Calhoun 
School District an opportunity to learn about several 
different agricultural related jobs. Presenters from several 
local companies shared their expertise, and youth learned 
about careers in Ag financing, marketing, livestock 
production, crop production, veterinary medicine, and 
international agriculture.  

This program is offered every other year in each of the 
county school districts and will be offered in the Manson 
Northwest Webster school district in 2017. 

County Extension Staff 

Jill Mims
County Youth Coordinator  

Ellen O’Loughlin 
Office Manager 
Community and Families Program Coordinator

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis of 
age, disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, national 
origin, pregnancy, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, or 
status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Inquiries 
regarding non-discrimination policies may be directed to Ross Wilburn, Diversity 
Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, Iowa 50011, 515-294-1482, 
wilburn@iastate.edu. 
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