
The Audubon  County Extension Council guides local 
educational programming by partnering with ISU Extension 
and Outreach staff. From needs assessment through program 
implementation and evaluation of outcomes, the elected 
council represents the issues and people of the county. 

We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and 
children to be healthy. And eventually we want to turn the 
world over to the next generation better than we found it. 

Julie McVay 

Extension Council Chair 

Terry Torneten 
Regional Director 

ISU Extension and Outreach connects the needs 

of Iowans with Iowa State University research and 

resources. We are working with the people of 

Audubon County for what we all want: a strong 

Iowa.  

Audubon County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension council 

that guides local educational programming by 

partnering with staff. From needs assessment through 

program implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents the issues and people of the 

county. 

We have identified these local issues as priority topics 

for current and future programming: 

 K-12 Youth Outreach 

 Food and the Environment  

 Health and Well-being  

 Economic Development 

HSFPP: Educator Training 

A new partnership with the Audubon High School is 

piloting “High School Financial Planning Program” 

resulted in ten (10) educators participating in a train-

the-trainer workshop held in Audubon November 12, 

2015.   Led by Human Sciences Specialist in Family 

Finance Carol Ehlers, educators previewed lesson 

plans and student learning plans organized into six 

module topics: Money Management: Control Your 

Cash Flow, Borrowing: Use-Don’t Abuse, Earning  

 

Power: More Than a Paycheck, Investing: Money 

Working for You, Financial Services: Care for Your 

Cash, Insurance: Protect What You Have. 

Local Audubon educators learned more about the 

HSFPP program materials and how they align with 

Iowa’s Core Curriculum and 21st Century Skills. The 

local team was able to interact with other educators 

and share creative ways to begin to implement the 

curriculum in their classrooms. 
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Food and Environment 

Commercial and Confinement Site Manure 

Applicator Training sessions were attended by 46 

applicators. The initial certification or recertification 

training sessions were designed to help manure 

applicators comply with state law covering topics such 

as water quality and safety while handling manure. 

Manure applicator certification helps applicators use 

manure as a nutrient asset as well 

Private and Commercial Pesticide Safety 

Education Programs were attended by  67 

pesticide applicators. The goal of the Pesticide Safety 

Education Program (PSEP) is to provide educational 

information throughout Iowa on the safe and effective 

use of pesticides. PSEP is responsible for Pesticide 

Applicator Continuing Instructional Courses (CIC’s) in 

cooperation with the Iowa Department of Agriculture 

and Land Stewardship (IDALS). Other programs that 

PSEP is involved in include integrated pest 

management, worker protection, environmental 

quality, and agricultural health.   

SERVSAFE certification is based on the National 

Restaurant Association Educational Foundation and 

the Iowa Food Code. Two food service professionals 

received special food safety training to help them 

meet the industry standards and obligations to 

consumers.  ServSafe® training provides knowledge every 

food service provider must know about. The class 

addressed food hazards and proper food handling practices 

in order to keep food safe and protect the establishment 

against the costly nightmare of a foodborne-illness 

outbreak. Participants learned ways of prevention, 

regulatory requirements, and how to improve food 

quality.  Certification is valid for five years.  

Youth Day Camps 

Insect Adventures 

Five youth participated in an Insect Adventures day 

camp on June 16. The activities shared helped to 

educate the participants about identifying 

characteristics of insects, various adaptations (mimicry 

and other special features) and concluded with a 

neighborhood walk to find live specimens to examine 

through magnifying glasses. Participants ranged in age 

from Kindergarten through third grade.  

Robotics and Programming 

Six area youth participated in a two-day day camp 

specializing in building and programming robots. In 

teams of two, they worked together to complete fun 

tasks while building knowledge of programming and 

design and improving their problem solving and 

teamwork skills.  Programming involves trial-and-error, 

perseverance and good communication skills. 

Participants were actively engaged and excited about 

expanding their knowledge as the camp progressed. 

The camp was facilitated by Earl McAlexander, 

Regional Youth Specialist. 

Audubon County 4-H by the Numbers 

 Eight traditional 4-H clubs reaching 123 youth in 

grades 4-12 

 One Clover Kid program 

reaching 52 youth in 

grades K-3 

Ann Carter 
County Program Coordinator 
 
Abby VanAernam 
Office Manager 
 
Lynsie Sievertsen 
Summer Program Assistant  

County Extension Staff 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis 

of age, disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, 

national origin, pregnancy, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic 

status, or status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all 

programs.) Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be directed to 

Ross Wilburn, Diversity Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, 

Iowa 50011, 515-294-1482, wilburn@iastate.edu.  
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