
The Adams County Extension Council guides local 
educational programming by partnering with ISU Extension 
and Outreach staff. From needs assessment through program 
implementation and evaluation of outcomes, the elected 
council represents the issues and people of the county. 

We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and 
children to be healthy. And eventually we want to turn the 
world over to the next generation better than we found it. 
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ISU Extension and Outreach connects the needs 

of Iowans with Iowa State University research and 

resources. We are working with the people of 

Adams County for what we all want: a strong Iowa.  
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Every Iowa county has an elected extension council 

that guides local educational programming by 

partnering with staff. From needs assessment through 

program implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents the issues and people of the 

county. 

We have identified these local issues as priority topics 

for current and future programming: 

 Economic Development 

 Meeting the Needs of Older Citizens 

 Health and Environment  

 K12 Youth Outreach  

Economic Development 

Free Income Tax Preparation Program 

Eighty-five individuals received assistance filing their 

2015 income taxes through the Volunteer Income Tax 

Assistance (VITA) program at Adams County 

Extension. VITA serves individuals with incomes below 

$57,000.  Participants received earned income tax 

credits and Federal and State income tax refunds 
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through this program. The VITA program is offered at no 

cost to participants February 1
st
 – April 15

th
. 

4-H Swine Carcass Contest 

Adams County swine 4-Hers learn about the pork 

industry from start to finish. Each swine 4-Her is required 

to enter 1 pig in the County Fair swine carcass contest. 

Carcasses of these pigs are measured and judged by 

Iowa State University livestock field specialists at the 

local locker, Corning Meat Processing. Through this 

contest, 4-Hers learn what both the consumer and the 

producer recognize as the best pigs. 

Meeting the Needs of Older Citizens 

“Time Out” newsletter for Senior Citizens 

People “55 and over” make up 31 percent of the total 

population in Adams County. Targeting this population, 

Adams County Extension publishes the “Time Out” 

newsletter. The newsletter is unique in that articles are 

written by “those 55 and over for those 55 and over”. 

Volunteer teams of senior citizens assemble 525 

newsletters each month for delivery. The teams deliver 

them in groups of 5, 10, 20, 25, etc. to banks, churches, 

clinics, the meal site, the hospital and other places 

around the county. Advertising is sold each month to 

support the effort.  

Health and Environment 

Pesticide Applicator Recertification 

Agricultural producers and commercial pesticide 

applicators are required to have a pesticide applicator 

license to apply restricted use chemicals to crops. 

Private and Commercial pesticide licenses require 2 

hours of continuing education each year to stay 

current. In 2015-2016, Adams County Extension 

facilitated trainings for Commercial Pesticide 

Applicators and a Continuing Instruction class for 

Private Pesticide Applicators. There are 127 private 

pesticide applicators and 52 commercial pesticide 

license holders in Adams County. 

K-12 Youth Outreach 

Money Matters is an Adams County Extension 

school enrichment program for 5
th
 graders. The 

program teaches money management skills to 

encourage the development of financial self 

sufficiency. Participants distinguish between wants and 

needs, learn about saving money, setting financial 

goals, making spending plans, how to compute 

interest, & about debit and credit.  seven 5
th
 graders 

took the class in 2016. 

Clover Kids is an introduction to 4-H for Youth in 

kindergarten through second grade. Clover Kids meet 

once a month at the Adams County Extension office. 

Each meeting offers games, crafts, and healthy 

snacks. Twenty Clover Kids participated in the 2015-

2016 year. One of their projects included learning 

about farm safety. 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis 

of age, disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, 

national origin, pregnancy, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic 

status, or status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all 

programs.) Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be directed to 

Ross Wilburn, Diversity Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, 

Iowa 50011, 515-294-1482, wilburn@iastate.edu.  
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