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Garden Tips – Guidelines to Fall Chores  

 Fall is here.  Now is the time to continue “reaping” the rewards from your garden and preparing for 
winter and the next growing season.  Grab a calendar and mark time for these fall chores.  For 
additional guidelines on some of these chores – link to the ISU Extension website, 
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/store/, and type the publication number, (listed behind the 
“chore”), in the search box at the top of the page.  Many of these are in a format that can be 
downloaded to your computer.   

September: 

             Lawn 

·        Reseed bare patches or new lawns  (PM 1072) 

·        Aerate lawns in areas with compacted or heavy clay soils 

Trees and Shrubs 

·        Continue to water newly planted trees and shrubs as needed 

·        Plant evergreen trees and shrubs (PM 1429g) 

Flowers 

·        Divide or transplant peonies early in September  

·        Pot up hyacinth bulbs for forcing indoors 

·        Harvest flowers from celosia, globe amaranth and salvia for drying indoors 

Vegetables 

·        Harvest potatoes and onions as the tops yellow and die (PM 731) 

October: 

Lawn 

·        Apply broadleaf herbicide to lawns 

Fruits 

·        Harvest apples and store at 32-35°F  in humid areas  (PM 1078). 

Trees and shrubs 

https://www.extension.iastate.edu/store/


·        Plant deciduous trees and shrubs 

Flowers 

·        Dig gladiolus corms and dahlia and canna roots for winter storage  (RG 311, RG 
315, RG 323). 

·        Harvest seed from cleome, poppies, zinnia, marigold, and other flowers to scatter 
next spring 

·        Plant tulip, daffodil, and other spring-flowering bulbs before the ground freezes 
(RG 312). 

·        Take cuttings of coleus and geraniums to grow indoors for the winter (RG 320). 

Herbs 

·        Before frost, pot up tender herbs (such as sage and rosemary) to grow indoors 
through the winter 

Vegetables 

·        Harvest pumpkin, winter squash, and gourds as vines die from frost 

November: 

Lawn 

·        Fertilize lawns (1 pound N per 100 sq.ft.) to promote root growth and encourage 
early green-up in the spring 

Fruits 

·        Cover strawberries with several inches of straw mulch to protect flower buds 
during winter 

Trees and shrubs 

·        Wrap thin-barked trees (such as maple) with paper or plastic to protect them from 
sunscald or frost cracks. 

Flowers 

·        Remove diseased foliage from iris and peonies to prevent problems next year. 

·        Protect hybrid-tea roses with several inches of soil and straw over the winter (RG 
310). 

Vegetables 

·        Apply and incorporate 2 to 3 inches of manure or compost into the soil 

·        Leave the “fern-like” foliage of asparagus to stand for the winter (PM 994) 

For more seasonal gardening tips see the Iowa State University Reiman Gardens publication:  
“Garden Tips – Guidelines to Seasonal Chores”  (RG 105) or link to this page 
/Publications/RG105.pdf 

Tip of the Week (TOW) is emailed out weekly by Sherry McGill, Woodbury County Extension 
Education Director. To have the TOW emailed to you directly, please email Sherry at 
mcgills@iastate.edu. 
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