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Agricultural Extension Specialists, in 
partnership with Iowa State University 
and the 23 counties in the Southeast 
Iowa Area, build partnerships and 
provide research-based learning 
opportunities to improve the quality of 
life in Iowa. 
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Feeding and managing corn co-products 
Iowa’s rapidly changing ethanol industry is alive and vibrant.  Over the past 
several years, current as well as projected ethanol production expansion  is 
having a significant impact on Iowa agriculture—including the livestock 
industry. Why? Each bushel of corn processed produces 2.65 gallons of 
ethanol and 17 air dry pounds of distillers grains.  Therefore, an expansion of 
2 billion gallons of ethanol, requiring almost 755 million bushels of corn, 
would produce 17 million tons of distillers grains!  End result—monumental 
amounts of relatively ‘new’ feeds with limited knowledge of how to price, 
store and incorporate these corn co-products in Iowa livestock feeding 
operations.   
 
Iowa State University Extension is proactively addressing how to use these 
corn co-products in livestock rations in a safe, cost competitive approach. This 
educational process is being accomplished in several ways.  On-farm 
demonstrations, focusing on cow-calf, stocker, sheep, and beef feedlot 
operations, have been developed and are in varying stages of completion. The 
intent is to evaluate methods to stretch pasture production, form 
recommendations for cornstalk supplementation, improve co-product storage 
and product distribution systems on farms, and conduct research to identify 
performance potential and possible feeding concerns.   
 
Educational programs and workshops are being developed and conducted.  
In southeast Iowa, over 400 producers and agribusiness representatives have 
participated in 13 events designed for beef and sheep producers.  The results 
have been extremely positive. Completed evaluations report changes in 
management practices as well as positive economic impacts due to the 
information presented. Over 53% of attendees indicated an economic impact 
to their operation of over $500. Over half reflected that as a result of 
educational program, they would feed more corn co-products in the future, 
focus on price evaluation, and utilize nutrient analyses in ration development.  
Over 90% of the producers attending had not previously fed co-products, but 
now plan to utilize these products in their livestock operations.    
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. . . and justice for all 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all 
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Many materials can be made available in alternative formats for ADA clients. To file a 
complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence 
Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964. Cooperative Extension Service, Iowa State University of 
Science and Technology, and the United States Department of Agriculture cooperating.                                                                     

 

 
 
Over 400 people braved the harsh Iowa 
weather to attend the 36th Annual 
Cornbelt Cow-Calf Conference. 
Producers from 22 counties and 5 states 
attended educational programming and 
viewed 70+ exhibits at the event. 
 
 
Selected 2007 Southeast 
Educational Opportunities 
Organic Beef Production Conference  

March 14 – Letts 
Midwest Animal Science Meeting  

March 19 – Des Moines 
4-H Beef Blast Trip to ISU 

March 21 – Ames 
IHCC Sustainable Ag Beef Program 

March 22 – Centerville 
FSQA trainings 

Local Extension Offices 
Annie's Project  

April 8 – Cedar Rapids 
Master Equine Manager Series 

March 14 – Shueyville 
March 19 – Cedar Rapids 

Safe Food on the Farm Workshop 
April 3 – Fairfield 

Certified Crop Advisor Training  
June 21 – Crawfordsville 

Research Farm Field Day  
June 21 – Crawfordsville 

For information about these and other 
agricultural and natural resources 
programs, check online at 
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/calendar/   

SE Iowa Ag Extension Specialists deliver 
Crop Advantage Series has multi-million dollar impact 
Over 500 crop producers and other agricultural professionals attended the 
Crop Advantage Series meetings in Burlington and Cedar Rapids in early 
January.  Approximately 2/3 were producers, with the rest being crop 
consultants, retailers, educators, company agronomists, and others.  Topics 
included nitrogen fertilizer management, corn rootworm management 
(including rotation resistant western corn rootworms), tillage systems, soybean 
management, soybean diseases, weed management, marketing, and more. 
Approximately 750,000 acres are managed by those in attendance.  The 
average value placed on the information received by the attendees was $11.38 
per acre, suggesting a perceived total impact of over $8,500,000. 
 
Advancing Iowa’s swine industry 
A robust Iowa swine industry requires sow farrowing operations to produce 
feeder pigs, but the trend has been to move away from farrowing sows due to 
reproductive problems and health issues and trending more to contract 
finishing. At a Swine Reproduction Workshop, held recently in Iowa City, 
producers received management information to help them maintain profitable 
sow herds for pig production. Featured speakers were Dr. Robert Knox, 
University of Illinois Swine Reproductive Physiologist; Dr. John Mabry, 
Director of the Iowa Pork Industry Center; Dr. Ken Stalder, Iowa State 
University Swine Extension Specialist; and Tom Miller, Terry Steinhart, and 
Larry McMullen, ISU Swine Field Specialists.  Topics included reproductive 
anatomy and physiology of the female pig, impact of boar libido and sow 
synchronization, internal multiplication focusing on breeding strategies to 
maximize profitability, Denmark gilt development and cross-fostering, sow 
feeding, as well as swine industry updates. Twenty-one percent of attendees 
indicated the economic worth of the program as between $10,000 to $100,000; 
five percent estimated the value over $100,000. Future opportunities are bright 
for the Iowa swine industry!  
 

Investigating machinery and labor sharing 
Rapidly rising equipment costs and a shortage of skilled labor are problems for 
some farming operations, especially smaller operators and beginning farmers.  
A pilot program, designed by ISU Extension, helps operators explore options 
to share machinery and labor with other producers. These alternatives can 
lower the production costs and increase efficiency through the use of newer 
machinery and skilled labor. Another byproduct is the reduction of capital 
required to run the farm operation. Making operational changes involving 
sharing of equipment and/or labor-sharing has implications for taxation, 
liability, farm payment eligibility, exit strategy, and the development of a 
written operating agreement. The pilot program helps operators look at the 
process and implications of this cost-saving option. Response to the pilot will 
be used to develop a comprehensive approach next year.  
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