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Helping Iowa’s economic development with bioeconomy  
research and resources 
A state-wide webcast transmitted to 63 county extension offices on November 
13 featured seven Iowa State University economists discussing the impact of 
Iowa’s ethanol industry.  Economists with expertise in grain and livestock 
marketing, international trade, and agricultural infrastructure presented 
information on the possible effects ethanol production will have on our state.  
A second webcast is set for March 5.  The presentations and the archived 
webcast are available at http://www.extension.iastate.edu/bioeconomy/ along 
with other information about ISU Extension’s leadership in the bioeconomy.   
In Southeast Iowa, livestock specialists will help producers plan for effective 
feeding of the co-products of ethanol production to beef and sheep at more 
than 10 meetings throughout the area and at the Cornbelt Cow Calf 
Conference this winter.  

West Liberty Foods and ISU Extension collaborate on food safety 
West Liberty Foods, LLC, enjoys an ongoing collaboration with Iowa State 
University Extension and the ISU Meat Science Department.  Working 
together, they have forged a three-phase state-of-the art food safety training 
program for prospective employees at their Mt. Pleasant meat processing 
plant.  This program merges West Liberty Foods’ commitment to food safety 
with the expertise of the ISU Meat Science Department and Extension’s 
proficiency in adult education.  Since March 2003 Extension personnel have 
taught over 140 classes to almost 2700 individuals.  According to West 
Liberty Foods, the high trust level between the organizations has allowed 
innovation and progressiveness in this program.  Food safety is foundational to 
West Liberty Foods.  Food borne illness is a serious threat among food 
processing plants and without thorough training for employees, significant 
losses would result.  Their emphasis on food safety, including Iowa State 
University’s role, has allowed them to experience exceptional growth, while 
maintaining established business relationships.   
 

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/bioeconomy/


 
Controlled drainage is installed at the SE 
Iowa Research Farm Tiling Field Day in 
July.  175 people from four states saw 
new installation techniques, including 
wetlands construction, that will be used 
for Iowa State University research on 
drainage and water quality. 
 
Selected 2007 Southeast 
Educational Opportunities 
Crop Advantage Series  

Jan. 4 – Cedar Rapids 
Jan. 5 – Burlington 

Winning the Game  
Jan. 9 – Mt. Pleasant 

Estrus Synch System Advances & 
Health Programs for Beef Cattle 
Webcast 

Jan. 23 – Local Extension Offices 
Feeding Ethanol Co-Products 

Jan. 18 – Washington 
Jan. 22 – Anamosa 
Jan. 24 – Welton and Vinton 
Jan. 25 – Mt. Pleasant 
Jan. 30 – Bloomfield 
Feb. 5 – Eddyville 
Feb. 13 – Bonaparte 

Overall Women Conference 
Jan. 26-27 – Coralville Marriott Hotel 

Annie's Project  
Jan. 30 – Muscatine 
Feb. 1 – Cedar Rapids 

Master Equine Manager Series 
Feb. 5 – Cedar Rapids 

Cornbelt Cow/Calf Conference  
Feb. 24 – Ottumwa 

Ethanol Web Cast  
March 5 – Local Extension Offices 

4-H Beef Blast Trip to ISU 
March 21 – Ames 

For information about these and other 
agricultural and natural resources 
programs, check online at 
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/calen
dar/   

SE Iowa Ag Extension Specialists deliver 
Master Equine Manager Program 
The Master Equine Manager program was created to strengthen the quality 
and economic growth of the Iowa horse industry.  Designed for managers, 
owners, or employees within the horse industry or for horse enthusiasts 
interested in learning more, it educates people on quality horse care and 
responsible horse ownership.  In southeast Iowa, the first pilot program was 
conducted last winter with nine paid participants. Developed with cooperation 
from Dr. Charles Abraham and the Abraham Equine Clinic in Cedar Rapids, 
the six sessions focused on nutrition, health, facilities, evaluation, 
conditioning, and hoof care. Those who completed the program became 
certified Master Equine Managers.  Participants scored the program at 3.6 on a 
4 point scale.  One participant commented, “This is a nice way to get further 
education to understand the equine industry and relate to others in business.” 
Two of the 2006 graduates are hosting sessions for the 2007 series. 

Overall Women Conference focuses on risk management 
Women involved in agricultural production are a growing audience. 
According to the most recent numbers from the 2002 U.S. Census of 
Agriculture, women own almost half the U.S. farmland.  According to the 
evaluations of the first two Overall Women Conferences held in Cedar Rapids, 
these women seek information related to finances and grain marketing.  It has 
become a gathering place for more than 175 rural women in Southeast Iowa 
(and beyond) to improve farm business skills and learn more about risk 
management strategies.  The best attended and most requested sessions help 
women improve their knowledge in marketing, farm business practices, and 
financial planning.  Women in the planning group have gained leadership and 
communication skills as they build partnerships with agri-business and 
agriculture organizations.  The group received a $10,000 grant from the North 
Central Risk Management Education Center for the 2007 conference. 

Assisting Southeast Iowa’s Amish and Mennonite communities 
ISU Extension specialists provided advice to roughly 50 Amish and 
Mennonite families on greenhouse crops and commercial fruit and vegetable 
production in Southeast Iowa. Some of these producers face additional 
production challenges due to cultural beliefs (such as the Amish non-use of 
electricity or telephones on their property).  Extension specialists have 
conducted on-site consultations and offered advice to improve production, 
quality, and profitability. Extension staff hosted several field days last summer 
and also held workshops near the produce auction sites in the Bloomfield and 
Kalona areas during March, May, November and December.  Additional 
workshops are scheduled for January 2007. A USDA Risk Management 
Agency grant provided partial funding for this effort.  In the past 4 years, 
commercial production has increased, and sales have grown to well over 
$200,000 annually at the two auction sites in the area. 

Our Mission - ISU Extension builds partnerships and provides research-based learning opportunities 
to improve quality of life in Iowa. 

Science and Technology, and the United States Department of Agriculture cooperating.                                                                     
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. . . and justice for all 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all 
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Many materials can be made available in alternative formats for ADA clients. To file a 
complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence 
Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964. Cooperative Extension Service, Iowa State University of 
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