
The older I get, the more I rely on references and less on my faulty 
memory. Maybe I am unique in this, but I doubt it. I treasure good 
reference material more each year. In this article I am going to let 
you know about a few new crop management references that I have 
found useful, and that perhaps might be of interest to you!  
 

This winter, at Private Pesticide Applicator meetings, we have 
been able to hand out a terrific new reference titled “Soybean Dis-
eases.” I own several other soybean disease references, but I hon-
estly think this has the best picture examples of soybean diseases I 
have ever seen. The purpose of this new publication from Iowa 
State University and the Iowa Soybean Association is to help farm-
ers more effectively manage soybean diseases when they appear. 
Each year I think more diseases are present, and identification is 
the first step in good management. 
 

“Soybean Diseases” (CSI 0004), is a comprehensive compilation 
of soybean disease and management information. The 36-page 
guide includes information on 24 soybean diseases and features an 
overview of the major causes of plant disease; several photos of 
each disease; a glossary; and quick visual cues indicating which 
diseases are seed-transmitted. You can order copies online free of 
charge through the ISU Extension Online Store at 
www.extension.iastate.edu/store. Shipping will be covered by ISU 
Extension. Or, if you still need to attend a Private Pesticide Meet-
ing this year, you will likely receive a copy. The publication was 
written by Daren Mueller and ISU Extension colleagues Alison 
Robertson, plant pathologist; Greg Tylka, nematologist; and Adam 
Sisson with the ISU Corn and Soybean Initiative. Funding was 
supplied by the Iowa soybean check off, ISA and ISU Extension. 
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Additionally, I have found that there continues to be confu-
sion about the requirements needed for refuge acres when 
using Bt Hybrids, like those with Corn Borer or Corn Root-
worm Bt. The confusion seems even worse now, with addi-
tional hybrid options out there reducing the amount of refuge 
acres needed for some trait groups being marketed. The Uni-
versity of Wisconsin put together a “Handy Bt Trait Table” 
that helps me understand what traits are in different trait 
groups, what the refuge requirement is, and what other pests 
these traits might help manage. You can find it on the web 
here:  http://www.entomology.wisc.edu/cullenlab/extension/
ext_pubs.html, or contact me at the Plymouth County Exten-
sion office and I will get a copy to you. Additionally, the Na-
tional Corn Growers has put an Insect Resistance Manage-
ment calculator on their web that you can download to your 
computer. It takes you step by step through the process of 
determining how much refuge you need, where it should be 
located, and even calculates how many bags of each you need 
– depending on your planting rate. It can be found here: http://
www.irmcalculator.com/irmcalculator/irmcalculator/
index.html. 
 

There is a new reference coming out soon that I am really 
looking forward to having in my “bag of tricks!” It is titled 
“Corn Growth and Development,” and will have an order 
number on it of PMR 1009. It will capture the entire life of the 
corn plant, from planting to harvest. I often think that the best 
way to figure out what is going on in a field is to “think like a 
corn plant.” This publication will help you do that. 
 

It has been 30 years since the old reference favorite “How a 
Corn Plant Develops” was published, and the new version will 
include images of the plant below and above ground, time-
lines showcasing growth and development over time, and new 
ISU research on season-long nutrient and biomass accumula-
tion curves. Unless you know how a normal plant grows and 
develops, it is tough to figure out why a plant that isn’t right 
looks the way it does.  It’s not out yet, but should be in the 
near future. This agronomy junky can’t wait! 
 

Have you ever wondered what other published materials ISU 
Extension has available? Check out the Extension 
Store:  https://www.extension.iastate.edu/store/. Or if you 
don’t have internet access, stop at a local county extension 
office to see what is on that web page. Some are free, some 
will have a cost, but there is a lot there to prepare you to make 
better decisions. 

Extension Web Sites 
Ag Decision Maker 
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm/   
Beef Center  
http://www.iowabeefcenter.org/ 
Manure Management 
http://www.agronext.iastate.edu/immag/ 
Pork Center 
http://www.ipic.iastate.edu/ 
ISU Extension Dairy Team 
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/DairyTeam/ 
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Choosing Crop Insurance Units in 2011 
By William Edwards, ISU Extension Economist 
Submitted by Tom Olsen, ISU Extension Farm Management  Pro-
gram Specialist 
 

Crop producers have several choices for combining different tracts 
of land when purchasing crop insurance. Each combination of 
tracts that is insured independently of other combinations is called 
a unit. One particular farming operation may have one unit or mul-
tiple units. Units can be designated as optional, basic, enterprise or 
whole farm. The choice will affect the premiums paid each year, 
as well as the size and likelihood of any indemnity payments re-
ceived.  
 

Optional units 
Farms that are owned or cash rented by the operator, and are locat-
ed in different township sections, can be insured individually in 
optional units. The guarantees, premiums, production and potential 
indemnity payments are calculated separately for each optional 
unit. Likewise, a separate production history is needed to establish 
the actual production history (APH) yield. Optional units give the 
most protection against isolated weather losses such as hail or 
wind, but also have the highest premiums. Optional units can also 
be created when the same crop is being grown under distinctly 
different farming practices, such as irrigated and dryland corn. 
 

Basic units 
Producers can combine all the land they own or cash in rent in 
different sections in the same crop into one basic insurance unit. 
All the acres of each crop are considered together when establish-
ing guarantees and payments. Farms rented under a crop share 
lease, however, must each be in a separate basic unit. The crop 
share landowner can also insure his or her interest in the crop as a 
separate basic unit. Basic units receive a premium discount com-
pared to optional units.  
 

Enterprise units 
An enterprise unit combines all acres of a single crop within a 
county in which a policyholder has an interest into a single unit, 
regardless of whether they are owned or rented, or how many 
landlords are involved. The insured crop must be grown in two or 
more township sections within the county. Under the new common 
crop insurance policy rules, at least two of the sections must con-
tain 20 acres or more of the crop. Or, if the unit contains less than 
100 total acres, then at least two sections must contain 20 percent 
or more of the total acres. For example, a farmer who insured 40 
acres in one section would have to combine them with at least 10 
acres in another section in the same county to qualify for an enter-
prise unit. 
 

Whole farm units 
Growers who are willing to combine all their insured crops into a 
single insurance unit can gain additional premium discounts. This 
is called a whole farm unit. The amount of the discount will de-
pend on the proportion of the total acres planted to each crop. 
Whole farm units are available for Revenue Protection insurance, 
but not for Yield Protection policies. 
 

In general, the more tracts of land that are combined into a single 
insurance unit, the less likely it is that a yield loss on just one tract 
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will trigger an indemnity payment. This is particularly true if 
the tracts are dispersed throughout the county. One tract may 
get hailed out, but that production loss can be offset by aver-
age or better yields on another tract. For that reason, producers 
who purchase enterprise or whole farm units should consider 
also purchasing add-on insurance for isolated losses from hail, 
wind and/or fire.   
 
Premiums lower 
Perhaps most important, aggregating acres into larger units 
will result in lower overall insurance premiums.  Table 1 
shows an example of typical farmer premiums for corn, for 
land in Story County, Iowa, under different unit structures. 
The discount for enterprise units arises because the overall 
production risk is reduced by including more acres in a policy, 
and because the percent premium subsidy from the Risk Man-
agement Agency is higher. Many producers who have moved 
from basic to enterprise units have opted to increase their cov-
erage levels, which provides a higher overall revenue guaran-
tee for the same or less cost. 

 

Enterprise units will probably result in less frequent, but larg-
er, indemnity payments compared to basic units. Once the 
crop is harvested, however, the bushels are generally commin-
gled before they are marketed, and the dollars received from 
the sale of the crop will go into the same bank account. Thus, 
guaranteeing a minimum revenue for all the combined farm 
acres is consistent with the overall financial management of 
the business.  
 

More information on crop insurance is available on the AgDM 
website under Crops - Cost & Return. 
 
 
 

Drainage Workshops Planned 
By Kris Kohl, ISU Extension Ag Engineer 
 

The prices of our crops have made the installation of tile more 
critical.  Much of the old concrete and clay tile is breaking and 
falling into disrepair.  Drainage systems function at the slow-
est pinch point.  Blowouts indicate problems that need to be 
redesigned to operate at peak performance. 

 



about ethical principles and another when we walk the talk,” 
Nemechek said. “This demonstrates that producers are walking 
the talk.” 
 

Since its introduction in 1989, PQA has been the pork indus-
try’s flagship educational and continuous improvement pro-
gram. Created through the Pork Checkoff to promote food safe-
ty and residue avoidance on the farm, the program was expand-
ed in 2007 to include animal handling practices and renamed 
PQA Plus. To attain certification a producer must meet with a 
trained Advisor once every three years to review the 10 Good 
Production Practices that promote pork safety and animal well-
being practices. 
 

Additionally, to achieve site status, a pork operation must have 
an on-farm assessment of its animal handling practices by a 
certified PQA Plus advisor. 
 

“Getting to the 50,000 certification mark has been a significant 
undertaking by both pork producers and the ag and Extension 
educators and veterinarians who conduct the certifications,” 
said Stacy Revels, manager of certification programs for the 
Pork Checkoff. “The National Pork Board in 2009 set a goal of 
having all pork producers certified by 2010. And while we’re 
not quite there yet, this milestone demonstrates the commit-
ment of pork producers to doing the right thing.” 
 

“When you consider that prior to 2007 the industry had 30,000 
producers certified, you begin to appreciate the success of PQA 
Plus,” Nemechek said. “Now, every time we certify a new pro-
ducer we set a new record.” 
 

“What is really important, though,” Nemechek said, “is that our 
customers can have confidence in the safety of pork and in the 
animal handling practices that producers employ as they care 
for their animals.” 
 

Revels noted that the board also has set a goal of having all 
operations site-assessed by the end of 2010. “Right now, we 
have assessed operations that represent more than 60 percent of 
all the pigs in the country. We continue to assess new opera-
tions each week and are making great progress on our goal,” 
she said. 
 

Pork producers who have yet to become certified or site-
assessed can obtain information about the PQA Plus program 
by calling the Pork Checkoff Service Center, 800-456-7675. 
 

The National Pork Board has responsibility for Checkoff-
funded research, promotion and consumer information projects 
and for communicating with pork producers and the public. 
Through a legislative national Pork Checkoff, pork producers 
invest $0.40 for each $100 value of hogs sold. The Pork 
Checkoff funds national and state programs in advertising, con-
sumer information, retail and foodservice marketing, export 
market promotion, production improvement, technology, swine 
health, pork safety and environmental management.  
 

For information on Checkoff-funded programs, pork producers 
can call the Pork Checkoff Service Center at (800) 456-7675 or 
check the Internet at pork.org.  
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ISU is planning 3 regional drainage design workshops to help plan 
systems that will optimize the drainage systems.  This program 
will provide the essential information for planning a new system 
or upgrading an existing system.  In addition, the economic and 
long-term benefits will be discussed.  New advances in controlled 
drainage offer the promise of high performance during the summer 
and higher water quality during the summer and higher water qual-
ity during the winter and very early spring. 
 
The program is planned 10 am to 3 pm at each location with a 
noon lunch provided.  The cost is $35 for those who preregister by 
calling in and $45 at the door.  Call at least 2 days ahead of the 
workshop to ensure a meal.   
 
Workshops are as follows: 
March 10, 2011:  O’Brien County Extension Office  
  Primghar, IA 712-957-5045 
March 16, 2011:  Hancock County Extension Office 
  Garner, IA 641-923-2856 
March 17, 2011:  Calhoun and Pocahontas Counties  
  Pomeroy Community Building, 712-297-8611 
 
 

PQA Plus Training 
By Dave Stender, ISU Extension Swine Program Specialist 
 

A PQA PLUS® training session is scheduled for March 25 at the 
Cherokee County Extension Office, starting at 3 p.m.   Those in-
terested in a TQA® TRAINING SESSION can attend March 25 
in the Cherokee County Extension Office, starting at 1 p.m.  
 
ISU Extension swine program specialist Dave Stender will teach 
the sessions at the ISU Extension Cherokee County office, 209 
Centennial Dr., in Cherokee.  Please call to register (712) 225-
6196. 
 
 

Pork Checkoff’s PQA Plus®  Program 
hits 50,000 Milestone 
Contact: Cindy Cunningham  
National Pork Board 
(515) 223-2600 
CCunningham@Pork.org 
 
Pork Quality Assurance Plus® (PQA Plus), the pork industry’s 
program to assure the world that U.S. producers are delivering a 
safe and wholesome product and that they are caring for their ani-
mals in a socially responsible manner, reached a significant mile-
stone this week when the number of producers achieving PQA 
Plus certification reached 50,000. 
 

“All pork producers should be especially proud about reaching this 
milestone,” said Gene Nemechek, a swine veterinarian from 
Springdale, Ark., and the president of the National Pork Board. 
“Producing safe food and providing high-quality care for our ani-
mals are two of the ethical principles that form the foundation of 
the pork industry’s We Care initiative. But it’s one thing to talk  
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