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Combine Considerations 

 Last spring, judging by the number of 
volunteer corn plants, it certainly looked 
like we could have done a better job with 
harvesting the 2008 corn crop. This is a 
great time to be certain combines are set 
well, and are prepared for the upcoming 
harvest. 
 
Mark Hanna, in a recent ICM News Article 
titled “Fall Harvest Combine 
Considerations,” wrote the following 
about harvest loss: “In average-to-good 
crop conditions when the crop is standing 
well, field losses attributable to the 
combine should be one bushel per acre or 
less. Two corn kernels or four soy-beans 
on the ground per square foot equals one 
bushel per acre loss. Larger areas should 
be checked for dropped ears as a single 
dropped ear represents several hundred 
kernels. One three-fourth pound whole 
ear per one-hundredth acre (436 sq ft) 
equals a one bushel per acre loss.” 
 
Pastures, Prairies and Cover Crop Field 

Day at Whiterock Conservancy 

The Practical Farmers of Iowa and Iowa 
Learning Farm are hosting a field day at 
Whiterock Conservancy on October 2, 
3009 from 2pm into the evening. Everyone 
is welcome; dinner and music are 
provided. More information on page 2. 
 
At a winter rye demonstration site, get 
information about managing cover crops 
for improved soil structure and infiltration 
as well as pointer on successfully planting 
corn or soybeans into fall-seeded covers. 
 
On a hayrack ride through pasture and 
prairie, learn about the Conservancy’s 
pasture program, funding sources for 
alternative pasture improvement, prairie 
ecology, tallgrass prairie reconstruction 
and prairie as pasture. 

Crop Update 

Soybean harvest has started across most 

of West Central Iowa. More progress has 

been made in Calhoun and Greene 

counties than elsewhere. Soybean yields 

are generally ranging 45 to 60 bu/acre, 

although I’ve heard both higher and lower. 

 

Corn harvest is also starting at a snails 

pace. Grain moisture is still above 20%. 

There are stalk rots and ear rots out there 

to be aware of. High winds today and 

yesterday have resulted in some stalk 

lodging, mostly above the ear, but this 

could become more severe with storms 

predicted this coming weekend. 

 

The exception to this is that there is a lot 

of corn harvest in the area that received 

hail damage on August 9. That area has 

corn at 15%, but damage is also at 10 to 

30% with test weights 40 to 50 pounds per 

bushel. 

 

Grain Drying 

Grain drying and storage looks like it will 
be a real issue this year. Although the 
outlook is much better now than it was 3 
weeks ago. Start by being certain that you 
have a clean system, and consider treating 
the bins with insecticides. Check out this 
article on “Thinking About Stored Grain 
Pests Before Harvest.”  
 
I’m certainly not an expert on drying and 
handling grain, but when I get questions, I 
often use a web page form Minnesota to 
answer some of the questions. This site 
has proven very helpful over the years. 
Check it out before we start handling grain 
this fall: http://www.extension.umn.edu/
topics.html?topic=4&subtopic=44.  
 

ICM News Must Read Articles 

Here is a link to an ICM News article that I 

feel is a must read. 

 Manage Soybean Diseases at Harvest 

Time 

Mark Licht 
Extension Field Agronomist 
1205 West U.S. Highway 30, 
Suite G 
Carroll, IA 51401 
Tel: 712-792-2364 
Cell: 712-790-7233 
Fax: 712-792-2366 
Email: lichtma@iastate.edu 
 
Serving: Calhoun, Carroll,  
Crawford, Greene, Ida, Monona 
and Sac counties. 

Quick Links 

Hail Damage 

Field Guides 

The Rust Report 

Uneven Corn Heights 

Aphid Alert 

Elwynn Taylor’s Twitter 

ICM News 

Center for Ag Law and Taxation 

Ag Decision Maker 

IDALS Sensitive Crops Directory 

 

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/CropNews/2009/0903hanna.htm
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/CropNews/2009/0903hanna.htm
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/CropNews/2009/0901hodgsonholscher.htm
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/CropNews/2009/0901hodgsonholscher.htm
http://www.extension.umn.edu/topics.html?topic=4&subtopic=44
http://www.extension.umn.edu/topics.html?topic=4&subtopic=44
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/CropNews
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/CropNews/2009/0920yang.htm
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/CropNews/2009/0920yang.htm
mailto:lichtma@iastate.edu
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/disasterrecovery/info/haildamage.htm
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/store/ListItems.aspx?Keyword=csi
http://www.plantpath.iastate.edu/soybeanrust/
http://www.agronext.iastate.edu/corn/production/management/early/heights.html
http://www.aphidalert.com/
http://www.twitter.com/elwynntaylor
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/CropNews/
http://www.calt.iastate.edu/
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm
http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/Horticulture_and_FarmersMarkets/sensitiveCropDirectory.asp


Friday, October 2, 2009
2:00 pm-into the evening

Whiterock Conservancy
1390 Highway 141, Coon Rapids

 Everyone is welcome. Dinner is provided with music by Charlie Nixon and Rich Baker. 

Pastures, Prairies and Cover Crops
At the winter rye demonstration site, get information about:

Managing cover crops for improved soil structure and infiltration• 
Successfully planting corn or soybeans into a fall-seeded cover• 

On a hayrack ride through pasture and prairie, learn about:
Whiterock Conservancy’s current pasture program and 800-acre EQIP project• 
Funding sources for “alternative pasture improvement”• 
Prairie ecology, tallgrass prairie reconstruction and prairie as pasture• 
Beginning farmer issues• 

Whiterock Conservancy’s Bur Oak Visitor Center is one mile east of Coon Rapids,
a half-mile east of the Garst Home Farm, 1390 Highway 141.

The Whiterock Conservancy Campground is at 1313 Fig Avenue;
from the Bur Oak Visitor’s Center, drive 1.5 miles east on Highway 141,

turn south onto Fig Avenue and drive two miles,
turn left into campground parking area before crossing the Middle Raccoon River.  

Field Day

For more information:
Practical Farmers of Iowa: 515/232-5661 
www.practicalfarmers.org 
Iowa Learning Farm: 515/294-5429
www.extension.iastate.edu/ilf


