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Thoughts of the Past Week 

Little progress was made last week in 
terms of growth and planting progress. A 
few tried to plant some soybeans of the 
weekend. A rapid planting pace will pick 
up this week for those that have soybean 
yet to plant. I estimate that corn is nearly 
all planted and soybeans are 67% planted. 
 
Frost Recovery 

Anxiety was had by many due to less than 

ideal weather conditions were following 

the frost event. With the sunny, warm 

weather of the weekend corn fields 

started to show signs of recovery. Addi-

tional warm weather this week will speed 

things along. Be patient before making 

rash decisions. Do stand counts. Check 

stems and the growing point. Stands 

greater than 25,000 plants per acre should 

not be replanted as 95% of the yield po-

tential can still be realized. 

 

Spraying Following Frost 

Don’t spray frost injured corn too early. 

Because the plant is stressed it cannot 

metabolize herbicides as effectively as 

normal.  Wait for signs of good, green re-

growth as well as overall good growth 

before applying herbicides. 

 

Another thing to consider when heading 

off to spray fields affected by frost is to 

properly stage the corn. Most corn that 

was frosted was at the 2-leaf stage. If 

counting leaves you will underestimate 

the plant stage because the first two 

leaves will not be counted. 

 

Dr. Bob Hartzler, ISU Extension, weeds 

specialist wrote a good article that more 

fully explains this; “Postemergence Herbi-

cides on Frost-Damaged Corn.” 

Estimated Black Cutworm Scouting Dates 
The scouting advisory has been released 

for black cutworms. For west-central Iowa 

scouting should begin around May 23. And 

May 27 is the scouting date for central 

Iowa.  

 

High risk fields include low lying and 

poorly drained fields, fields next to grassy 

vegetation, and fields with winter annual 

weeds. Scout fields through the V5 growth 

stage. 

 

Visit Black Cutworm Scouting Advisory for 

more information. 

 

Growing Degree Units 

For those of you who like to track Growing 
Degree Units here’s a handy webpage; 
Iowa Environmental Mesonet, ISU Depart-
ment of Agronomy. 
 
Assuming corn planting on April 10, we are  
running right around 325 GDUs for the 
year. This is slightly behind normal follow-
ing a week with very few GDUs accumu-
lated. 
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Quick Links 

Growing Degree Unit Tool 

Black Cutworm Scouting Advisory 

Herbicides on Frost Damaged Corn 

Plant Color Differences 

Early Season Cold Stress 

Impact of Early Season Frost 

Cold Inhibits Corn Emergence 

Preventative Black Cutworm Control 

Black Cutworm Thresholds 

Tool for Plant Uniformity 

Yield Effect of Uneven Corn  

4” Soil Temperatures 
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