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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 

prohibits discrimination in all its programs 

and activities on the basis of race, color, 

national origin, gender, religion, age, disabil-

ity, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and 

marital or family status. (Not all prohibited 

bases apply to all programs.) Many materials 

can be made available in alternative formats 

for ADA clients. To file a complaint of dis-

crimination, write USDA, Office of Civil 

Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th 

and Independence Avenue, SW, Washing-

ton, DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964. 

Thoughts of the Past Week 

Corn planting progress is around 85% 
complete. A lot of corn emerged last week 
and much more will likely emerge this 
week. Corn planted prior to April 15 seems 
to have emerged quickly… after April 15 
the corn seems to be a little more lethar-
gic. Soybean planting progress is roughly 
10%. I expect a quick soybean planting 
pace this week as the weather seems to 
be looking better than last weeks weather. 
 
Black Cutworm Monitoring/Scouting 

Black cutworm monitoring is on-going. 

Since April 1, many pheromone trap loca-

tions have captured an occasionally moth. 

These captures are below peak flight lev-

els. However, now is a good time to re-

view Black Cutworm scouting and treat-

ment. In the coming weeks predicted cut-

ting dates will be released based on peak 

moth flights captured by the monitoring 

program. The cutting dates are based on 

degree days from the peak flight. Cutting 

occurs at about 300 accumulated base 

51oF degree days from a peak flight. For 

information on thresholds and control 

measures view “Black Cutworm Thresh-

olds: What Has Changed with the Price of 

Corn and New Control Methods?” And “Is 

Preventative Black Cutworm Control 

Worth It?” 

 
Do you live in the watershed of Iowa’s 
Raccoon River? 
 
The Raccoon River drains 3600 square 
miles of central Iowa including large por-
tions of Buena Vista, Calhoun, Carroll, Dal-
las, Greene, Guthrie, Pocahontas, Polk, 
Sac, and Webster counties (see the yellow
-highlighted area in the map on page 2). 
The river has been documented as having 
very poor water quality. In fact, the water-
shed has been ranked by some as the 
highest source of nitrate loading into the 
Mississippi River.  
 

(Continued on page 2) 

Checking Corn Emergence 

Much of the corn was planted into nearly 

perfect soil conditions, but checking corn 

emergence is still important. I know it’s a 

hard time of year to devote time to check-

ing corn emergence from a speed lower 

than 55 mph, but checking emergence 

now can be helpful later. Here are some 

things to note… 

 Uneven emergence: non-uniform 

stands result in lower yields since late 

emergers don’t capture enough sun. 

In most cases, yield losses from un-

even emergence are not great enough 

to warrant replanting, but still good to 

determine why uneven emergence 

existed. View “Yield Effect of Uneven 

Corn Heights” to determine yield loss. 

 Multiples and skips: seed spacing 

issues are likely due to planter prob-

lems, but could also be a result of 

germination issues or rodents. Check-

ing for multiples and skips can be a 

good way to confirm planter perform-

ance. If problems exist look at planter 

unit maintenance and overall planter 

setup. View “Accurate Tools for Meas-

uring Plant Uniformity” for some 

 Yellow corn: likely not an issue this 

year. yellow corn results from cool, 

wet weather. Yellowing could be 

more than nitrogen deficiency such as 

potassium deficiency, herbicide dam-

age, soil compaction, waterlogged 

roots. 

 Purple corn: again not likely this year, 

because purple corn  typically occurs 

with cool air and soil temperatures 

combined with wet soils. Some hy-

brids are more susceptible than oth-

ers. It could be a result of phosphorus 

deficiency, but likely caused by root 

uptake restrictions or non-

translocation of plant sugars. 
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Sac, and Shelby counties. 

Quick Links 

Preventative Black Cutworm Control 

Black Cutworm Thresholds 

Tool for Plant Uniformity 

Yield Effect of Uneven Corn  

4” Soil Temperatures 

Alfalfa Stand Assessment 

CropWatch Blog 

ICM News 

Center for Ag Law and Taxation 

Ag Decision Maker 

IDALS Sensitive Crops Directory 
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http://extension.agron.iastate.edu/NPKnowledge/soiltemphistory.html
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http://www.iowafarmertoday.com/blog
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/CropNews/
http://www.calt.iastate.edu/
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm
http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/Horticulture_and_FarmersMarkets/sensitiveCropDirectory.asp
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Plans are underway to begin the process of developing a 
plan to improve water quality in the Raccoon River. Because 
you live in, farm, or work in this area, this plan may impact 
you. And, because of this, we’d like to know more about 
your knowledge and opinions regarding water quality in the 
river. Please follow the link below to complete a short, on-
line survey. The survey should take 10 minutes or less to 
complete. Survey responses will be collected until May 16, 
2010.  
 
We’ll be using this information to help determine how to 
improve water quality in the watershed. Your answers will 
be kept completely confidential.  To complete the survey, 
simply click on the link below. 
 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/8M57DZ2 
 
Water quality is important to us all. Thank you very much 
for your time and willingness to participate. Please consider 
forwarding this email to others in your address book who 
may also be stakeholders in the watershed.  
 
The company I work for, Agren, Inc., has been hired by the 
M&M Divide RC&D and Iowa Department of Natural Re-
sources to develop a plan for the Raccoon River Watershed. 
The planning process will involve many experts and water-
shed stakeholders. A final plan will be developed by June, 
2011. If you have questions or concerns about this survey, 
or the planning process, please contact me at the number or 
email address below.  
 
Thanks again for your help, and don’t forget to forward this 
message on to others in your address book who live in or 
work in the Raccoon River Watershed!  

(Continued from page 1) 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/8M57DZ2

