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Thoughts of the Past Week 

Last week was a great week for corn plant-
ing, but ended on a rainy note. Most of 
west central and central Iowa needed to 
have some rain to moisten the top 2 
inches. Some of the earliest corn planted 
is rapidly nearing emergence. 
 
Last week I received many calls asking 
“should I start planting soybeans?” Last 
week I would have been a little hesitant, 
but soil temperature and moisture condi-
tions were good. Starting this week, I 
would not hesitate on the decision to 
plant soybeans.  When the ground be-
comes fit and if the corn is planted, you 
have nothing to lose from planting soy-
beans. 
 
Guidelines for Soybean Planting 

Three questions come up when talk turns 

to soybean planting; 1) how early is too 

early, 2) what seeding rate should I be at 

and 3) will seed treatments pay off? 

 

Planting date is critical, but not as critical 

as planting conditions. ISU recommends 

planting soybeans as early as April 25 for 

the southern two-thirds of Iowan and May 

1 for the northern third. That is with the 

caveat of waiting for ideal soil conditions. 

The advantages of planting soybeans re-

sults in more main stem pods, greater 

potential for earlier flowering and a longer 

reproductive period. Higher productive 

fields are going to benefit more than 

lower productive fields. 

 

Seeding rates, in some respects, are af-

fected by planting date. Earlier planting 

dates into marginal soil conditions may 

justify a seeding rate on the upper end of 

the ISU recommendation of 125,000 to 

140,000 seeds per acre. Other justifica-

tions for planting on the higher end of the 

spectrum include fields with low produc-

tivity or high disease history. ISU has some 

excellent research indicating 100,000 

Sidewall Compaction and Crusting 

With the rain from the last couple of 
weeks there are a couple of things to con-
sider. Before going back into the fields be 
patient and wait for the right soil mois-
ture. Planting into a wet seedbed in-
creases the risk of potential sidewall com-
paction.  Additional rain can correct this 
problem, but that requires more gambling.  
 
And secondly, for fields that have been 
worked two or three times be aware of 
the potential for soil crusting created by 
the resent rains. Soil crusting can cause 
uneven corn emergence, leaving out un-
derground, and even, lateral growth in an 
attempt to reach the surface. If crusting 
develops and is thick/hard enough use a 
rotary hoe to break the crust and allow for 
even corn emergence. 
 
WANTED: Soybean Fields Without Insecti-

cide Seed Treatments 

I’m searching for soybean fields without 
insecticide seed treatments across my 
coverage area. The reason I’m looking for 
these fields is because I’ve been asked by 
a campus project to collect some leaves 
and bean leaf beetles for a survey Bean 
Pod Mottle Virus. If you would be willing 
to let me sample in your field or have cli-
ents that would please let me know 
(lichtma@iastate.edu). I do have leads in 
several counties, but I am willing to add to 
the list. No guarantees that I will use your 
fields since I only need 3 fields per county. 
 

 

Mark Licht 
Extension Field Agronomist 
1205 West U.S. Highway 30, 
Suite G 
Carroll, IA 51401 
Tel: 712-792-2364 
Cell: 712-790-7233 
Fax: 712-792-2366 
Email: lichtma@iastate.edu 
 
Serving: Audubon, Boone, 
Calhoun, Carroll, Crawford, 
Dallas, Greene, Guthrie, Polk, 
Sac, and Shelby counties. 

Quick Links 

4” Soil Temperatures 

Alfalfa Stand Assessment 

CropWatch Blog 

ICM News 

Center for Ag Law and Taxation 

Ag Decision Maker 

IDALS Sensitive Crops Directory 

 

mailto:lichtma@iastate.edu?subject=BPMV%20survey
mailto:lichtma@iastate.edu
http://extension.agron.iastate.edu/NPKnowledge/soiltemphistory.html
http://admin.aghost.net/images/E0096701/AlfalfaStandAssessmentA3620.pdf
http://www.iowafarmertoday.com/blog
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/CropNews/
http://www.calt.iastate.edu/
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm
http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/Horticulture_and_FarmersMarkets/sensitiveCropDirectory.asp
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plants per acre at harvest will result in optimum yields. 

 

And finally on to soybean seed treatments, which are dependent on both planting date and seeding rate; at least in my mind. 

In short, we know that seed treatments do work to hold back seedling disease and early season insects. This does not mean  

that they should or should not be used. Inoculants are not worth the money paid to add them if soybeans have been planted 

in the field within 5 years. Early planting in marginal conditions, high disease or insect risk, and low planting populations are 

all good cases for soybean seed treatments to be used. However, planting in mid-May with warm soil conditions at 140,000 

seeds per acre may not result in enough yield bump to pay for the treatment. 

 

When looking at soybean planting date, seeding rate, and seed treatment use consider what the trade-offs are. For example, 

if you cut the seeding rate by 25% to save $15 per acre and a seed treatment only costs $10 per acre, you would save $5 per 

acre and likely not hurt yield potential. Look at the trade-offs and aim for 100,000 harvestable plants per acre. 

 


