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Thoughts of Spring 

It’s hard to believe that in just two to 
three short weeks corn planting should be 
underway. I think we’re all beginning to 
think this spring planting will result in de-
lays because of how wet things have been 
and are. Not to mention the late harvest 
and lack of activity last fall. As you plan for 
the crop season please consider a few 
points. One, be patient; don’t get into 
fields too early with the result of soil com-
paction. Two, use time now to make ad-
justments to crop production plans. Three, 
consider using fungicide seed treatments. 
And four, make sure you planter is setup 
properly to ensure uniform and reliable 
seed placement. 
 
Bean Leaf Beetle in 2010 

Questions are coming in regarding mortal-
ity of bean leaf beetles and what to expect 
for 2010. Erin Hodgson, ISU entomologist, 
has put out mortality numbers… 98% or 
greater for the western two-thirds of 
Iowa. Erin wrote an ICM News article enti-
tled “Bean Leaf Beetle Prediction for 
2010” if you want the full story. 
 
One thing Erin mentioned was that this 
prediction takes into account harsh winter 
temperatures. Below –10oC results in bee-
tle mortality. But Erin did not mention that 
the model does not take into account 
snow cover as an insulation source. There-
fore, while the model predicts mortality 
greater than 98% for the western two-
thirds of Iowa, mortality is likely going to 
be less due to the high snow cover we 
experienced. 
 
Reminder of Available Agronomic Re-

sources  

As spring comes upon us it is now that we 
should start looking at what agronomic 
resources are available to help us as we 
start in on another crop seasons with chal-
lenges yet to be determined. Over the last 
several weeks I have got the question, 
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New ISU Extension Field Agronomist Cov-

erage Areas 

During the past five months there has 
been a retirement and two voluntary de-
partures from the ISU Extension field 
agronomist ranks. Because of this there 
are two things to note. First, I am now 
covering Audubon, Boone, Calhoun, Car-
roll, Crawford, Dallas, Greene, Guthrie, 
Polk, Sac, and Shelby. Many of you may be 
from Ida or Monona counties; if you want 
off my email list that is fine please email 
me (lichtma@iastate.edu). And/or you 
may want on Joel DeJong’s newsletter list, 
he’ll gladly add you if you email him 
(jldejong@iastate.edu). 
 
Second, they are hiring a position that will 
be based in Northeast Iowa at the Borlaug 
Learning Center near Nashua, Iowa. Re-
sponsibilities will be 60% Extension and 
40% research. If you are looking to move 
to the area please consider applying. More 
information on that position can be found 
at: http://www.iastatejobs.com and 
search for vacancy # 100135. 
 
4” Soil Temperature 

The 4” soil temperature for March 28, 
2010 was 42oF or 43oF for central and west 
central Iowa. Keep in mind spring soil tem-
peratures can vary greatly with air tem-
perature. So in the week to come soil tem-
peratures will increase quickly with ex-
pected high air temperatures in the 70’s. 
To keep track of where the 4-inch soil 
temperature is go use the link in the left 
sidebar. 
 
Glyphosate and Manganese Interactions 

I have had several questions about the use 
of glyphosate and related manganese defi-
ciencies. Recently, some sources have 
written articles in this regards. Research 
results are mixed, and it seems that when 
there is a response to additions of manga-
nese, it occurs in areas of the U.S. where 
manganese deficiencies are known to oc-
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Quick Links 

4” Soil Temperatures 

ICM News 

Center for Ag Law and Taxation 

Ag Decision Maker 

IDALS Sensitive Crops Directory 
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“What will the season bring?” I may be young, but I have figured out a 
few things. First, we know what ideal growing season weather should 
be. Second, we have no clue what normal weather is or what cards will 
be dealt. And third, whatever we plan for won’t be the challenge of the 
year. Because of this we need to be able to manage and adjust for 
whatever situation we find ourselves in. Following are many resources 
that are available that are sent out or updated frequently to assist you 
in making the best of whatever the growing season brings. 
 
Integrated Crop Management News 
The Integrated Crop Management News is an electronic newsletter 
where ISU campus faculty and staff post articles regarding all aspects of 
crop management. Typically, these articles hit on current happenings 
and refer to research findings on that topic. To view postings go to; 
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/CropNews and to sign up for daily or 
weekly email alerts of new postings go to http://
www.extension.iastate.edu/CropNews/Subscribe.htm. 

CropWatch Blog 
The CropWatch blog is a joint venture with Iowa State University Corn 
Soybean Initiative and Iowa Farmer Today. The Crop Watch blog is 
where agronomists from industry and ISU post what we see and hear 
along with some helpful tips to go with our observations. This blog can 
be found at www.iowafarmertoday.com/blog. 

Agronomy Extension Webpage 
This webpage has subpages for corn, soybeans, fertility, soil manage-
ment, water quality, weather and more. Many of the subject matter 
have links to supporting publications. It also has a section that shows 
educational events and opportunities. Find this resource at; 
www.agronext.iastate.edu. 

Corn Field Guide and Soybean Disease and Pest Management Field 
Guide 
These two field guides are a must have. In addition to other topics, 
they offer information on crop growth and development, insects, and 
diseases. You can get these from any ISU Extension field agronomist 
and many ISU Extension county offices. Other Extension publications 
can be found at the Extension Online Store 
(www.extension.iastate.edu/store/). 
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cur. We do not see this in Iowa. Although 
there has been research indicating Roundup 
Ready soybean may respond differently to 
manganese than conventional varieties, the 
majority of research does not support this 
observation. The best recommendation re-
mains to manage Roundup Ready soybean 
similar to conventional varieties in terms of 
fertility management. See this article from 
Bob Hartzler, ISU Weed Specialist, for more 
details: http://www.weeds.iastate.edu/
mgmt/2010/glymn.pdf.  
 
Video Available on “Converting Your Planter 

for No-Till Operation” 

Are you a user of YouTube? Want to see some 
videos on setting a planter for no-till? Check 
out ISU Ag Engineer Mark Hanna discussing 
Conversion of Your Planter for No-till. There 
are several different segments. Go to You-
Tube at http://www.youtube.com/, and in 
the search box at the top of the page type in 
“Iowa Learning Farm.” The videos will appear 
on the list. If you can’t view it this way, I have 
a few copies of DVD’s with these segments. 
First come, first served if you want a copy!  
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