
Animal Antics 

Information  Program Description 

Kindergarten-2nd Grade The activities in “Animal Antics teach” students how scientists classify 
the animal kingdom.  Activities focus on four different types of 
vertebrates and invertebrates and what makes them unique to the 
animal kingdom.  

Curriculum Format Each lesson can be presented in 45-60 minutes. 

Teaching Guide with complete instructions is provided. 

Teaching Kit with materials needed to present lessons is provided.  
User may need to provide standard classroom supplies (pencils, 
scissors, glue).  If a lesson requires perishable items (e.g. milk), user 
is responsible for these purchases. 

Lesson Overview 

One:  Animal Antics  Students learn that the animal kingdom is classified into two groups-

the vertebrates and the invertebrates.   These two groups are then 

broken down into sub-groups.  With this information the students use 

an Animal Kingdom Classification Chart to sort pictures of various 

animals.  Students then create their own zoo maps based on the 

animals they would choose to have in their zoo and how they would 

classify them. 

Two: Beetle Mania Students learn that insects have three main body parts (head, thorax, 

and abdomen), 2 antennae, 6 legs, and an exoskeleton.  After 

studying various types of beetles and their body parts, students 

investigate insect mouth parts (chewing, sucking, piercing-sucking, 

sponging-lapping) and how they differ based on the insects food 

source. 

Three: Tide Pools Students learn how tides pools are created by the high and low tide.  

After watching the “Seashores” DVD the students will create their own 

tide pool with craft materials. 
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Lesson Overview 

Four: Penguins  After discovering that wild penguins only live in the southern 

hemisphere, students compare their height to a four foot tall Emperor 

penguin.  They then act out a melodrama that shows how penguin 

parents share the job of caring for their egg and baby. 

Five: The Amazing 

Octopus  

Students learn about the defense mechanisms used by the octopus.  

They are then challenged to camouflage a paper octopus so that it 

can blend into a certain background environment.  A demonstration on 

how the octopus uses “ink” to flee a predator is included. 

Six: Giraffes Giraffes and their body structures are studied by the students in this 

session.  They learn about the different markings (blotched and 

reticulated) giraffes can have and reconstruct a giraffe skeleton. 
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