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• Iowa farm lease law is unique.
• Today we’ll address several common legal
questions that arise regarding Iowa farm
leases.
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Does my farmland lease have to
be in writing?

Legal Contract
Farm leases are binding legal contracts, whether they are
in writing or not.
• But, it is best to have all lease contracts in writing.
• Multi-year leases must be in writing to be enforceable
beyond a one-year term.
• Good practice to have legal counsel review lease terms.

Does my lease expire when my
contract says it expires?

Automatic Renewal
• Iowa Code § 562.6 provides:
– Iowa farm leases automatically continue beyond
the agreed term for the next crop year
• under the same terms and conditions as the
original lease
– unless statutory notice of termination is given
on or before September 1 (depending on
type)

Auto-Renewal Summary

Automatic Renewal
• Automatic renewal occurs even if:
– Lease provides for a specific end date.
– Multi-year lease reaches its natural end.
– Lease specifies that statutory notice is waived.
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Lease says, “This lease terminates on March 1, 2018.” If notice not sent before
September 1, 2017, what happens?
– Auto-renews for 2018 crop year.
Lease states that parties “waive statutory notice provisions.” Notice is not sent before
September 1. What happens?
– Auto-renews for another year.
Five-year lease comes to its end on March 1, 2018. No notice given in 2017. What
happens?
– Auto-renews for 2018 crop year.
Lease auto-renews for 2017. Holdover tenant is not given notice in 2017. What happens?
– Auto-renews for 2018 crop year.

How do I give termination
notice?

Certified Mail Means Certified Mail
• Must be sent certified mail.
– Even if recipient acknowledges reading notice.
• Sender must retain the receipt.

Termination Notice
• Statutory termination notice must be given (Iowa Code
§ 562.7):
– Delivery of notice on or before 9/1 with acceptance
of service signed.
– Delivery of notice on or before 9/1 in same manner
as original notice for lawsuit.
– Mailing notice before 9/1 by certified mail.

If my lease is for a small parcel
of land do I still have to send
termination notice?

Exception to Notice
• No statutory notice required to terminate tenancy:

Is termination notice only
required for landlords?

– Where acreage is less than 40 acres AND
– animal feeding operation is primary use.

• Example:
– Martha leases a seven-acre parcel of crop ground to Sam.
Under current law, statutory notice must be sent to terminate
this lease, even though it is less than 40 acres.

Termination Notice
• Requirements apply to both landlord and tenant.
• No notice, new lease is binding on both parties.
– Tenant is bound to new one-year lease with old rental amount,
unless landlord agrees to change.

Termination Notice
• Sample Notice Form:
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/agd
m/wholefarm/pdf/c2-19.pdf

Termination notice seems
adversarial. Are there other
options to avoid auto-renewal?

Agreement to Terminate
• May agree to terminate lease.
• Must be in writing (HF 2344).
• Must be separate from lease and signed after the lease.

Thank you!
Kristine Tidgren (ktidgren@iastate.edu)

Additional Resources: www.calt.iastate.edu

@CALT_IowaState (timely updates)

